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| | Th SA 
 EPISTLE 
To the. | 
READER 


| JT's eaſy to foreſee an obvious Obje- 
I Hon, which will in all probability 
| be made againſt the enſuing Dijcour- 
| fes, viz. Why they ſhould now appear 
| abraad, ſince there are ſo many incom- 
| parable Pieces already extant on the © 
| ſame Subjefs, To which I ſhall think, 

| #t ſufficient to reply only thus much; 
| That what ts of ſo univerſal, and with- 
all ſo important a concern, ai the great 
| Daties therein preſſed muſt be needs on 
: .all hands confeſſed to be, ought to be 
treated of as many different ways, 4s 
the various capacities of the ſeveral 
| Keaders ſhall require. SE 
EIT PIRELIIT A.3 
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Fil | The Epiſtle 
A ftrift handling the many contro- | 
EF verſies relating to the Lords Supper | | 
:Mm 4 Scholaſtical and accurate me- | 
7 thod, would contribute little ar nothing 
| 0 the benefit of perſons of weaker abi- 
; lities, (for whoſe ſake chiefly theſe | 
'f are now made publick) becauſe they, | 
|} 4 being wholly deſtitnte of acquired | 
|| #mprovements,are uncapable of fully ap- 
'\t prehending either the artificial niceneſs 
b © of ſuch a contexture,or the profoundneſs 


7 of its ſubtleties ; whoever therefore ad- 
|  drefſeth himſelf to ſuch, after the wor | 
| | familiar and intelligible manner , he | 
| © myſt beconcluded to have taken of all 
| -other the ſureſt meaſures of promoting 
| their good. © a LT 4 
} We need not have recourſe to any of 
| | thoſe diſmgenions artifices , fo much 
S 20w in uſe, ſo as to endeavour to depre- | 
| crate other Treatiſes of the like ten- | 
| | dency, thereby to makg the fairer room | 
{| for our own: for if #t Comes recom- | 
mended by any genuine and intrinſick, 
worth, it will force its own acceptance, 
When as all that can be ſaid to arp 
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To the Reader. 


| what 1 really otherwiſe, #n order to 
| procure it 4 more favourable entertain 


went, will prove but. incffefiual ; ſo 
that theſe do not in the leaft deſign to 
wreſt any uſeful books on the [ame ar« 
gument out of the hands of ſuch, who 
have reap'd from their peruſal no in= 
conſiderable profit. | 
Could the perſon, who communicated 
theſe Papers, have been prevailed on to 
have prefixt the Name of the. Right 
Reverend, and very Learned Author, 


| it would doubtleſs have prepared a Way 
| for their more kind reception, at leaf 


| 


n 
+ 
? 
4 


from thoſe, who have conflantly enter- 

rained an konourable opinion of his 
worth, ſuitable to his charafter, and 
the eminence of his qualifications, and 
who have not been altogether nnac« 
quainted with by former Writings ; 
ſome of which came ont in the late 
troubles, in windication of our Church, 


! and her Orthodox Miniſtry, at ſuch 4 


#1me,when the arbitrary and boundleſs þ. 
power of themoſt inveterate Adverſarys 
of both renared it extreamly dangerous 


for 


To the Reader 
for any one openly to ſtand up in their 
reſolute defence. But ſince they are de- 
privid of ſo deſirenble an advantage, 
they are willing to ſtand or fall, ac- 


cording as the unbiaſſed judgment of | 


the candid Reader ſhall determin their 


fate. Whoever ſhall honeſtly apply - 
| themſelves to the reading the follow- 


ing Diſcourſes with. ſo much ſmcerity, 
As not to be offended at the plaineſs of 
the compoſare, and ſhall come, not with 
an intention to gratifie a wanton and 
cenſorious humour, but to be rightly 
informed in the ' true nature of the 
great and difficult work of. a due Pre- 
paration for the Lords 1 able, and then 
ſhall proceed in a direit courſe with a 
vigorous and undaunted earneStneſs , 


worthy of a Chrifian, perfetly to- 


conform their praftices to the direftions 
therein preſcribed, they alone will fully 
anſwer the ends of therr being now ſub- 
mitted to publick, View, 


F 


An IntroduGion to the 
SAGRAMENTS. 


T RUE certainly 15 that of 
Solomen, Prov, 1 Os 2. With- 
>. out knowledge the Mind ts 
Mot good, and be that haſfteth with his 
feet, ſinneth:; True indeed, where the 
mind wants knowledge, the foot will 
de haſty ; for Ignorance and Raſh. 
neſs are inſeparable companiohs : Bur 
his is true alſo, that Knowledge g- 
one cannot make a man good : Where 
he mind hath knowledge, the foor 


ay be lazy , and where knowledge 
bounds, negligence may abound allo. 

ow.of the two, mimnoris ErMInts rea- 
us oft legems neſcire, quam ſpernere, as 
alvian ſpeaks , 4 £6b, (56,4. and an 
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unadviſed praQtice coming from Ig - 
.norance, 1s far more tolerable than 
wilful diſobedience , conviged and 
condemned. by knowledge. There 
is then a neceſſity for Practice, to fol- 
low afrer Knowledge; and there is al- 
ſo an excellency, wherein Praftice 
o0es before Knowledge, as the End 
. always deſerves more love and vraiſe 
than the Means, The younger bro. 
cher here in order of nature hath che 
preeminence to. be bleſſed above rhe 
elder. Which I ſpeak, not to "make 
diviſion among brethren , and ſer at 
odds theſe two parts of Religion by a 
quarrelſome compariſon ; bur that I 
may haye leave ar this rime to do as 
Jacob ſometime did , when Manafeh 
and Ephrains were preſented unto him 
by Joſeph, namely , to croſs my hands 
of purpoſe, and contrary to my uſual 
courſe lay my tight hand on the head 
of the younger, my left hand onthe 
head of the elder brother: I mean, 
that whereas in the handling the na- 


tuze of the holy- Sacrament of the 
. | Lords . 


(3) 


Lords Supper a twofold confideration 
offers it ſelf; the one concerning 
knowledge, in the explication of the 
nature of the myſteries contained 
therein; the other , concerning our 
rehgious praftice in the. celebration 
thereof ; you will not be difpleaſeq, 
if T firſt begin with PraQice, infiſting 
upon ſuch holy duties as concern us in 
going abour this buſineſs, laying afide 
for awhile: ſuch contemplations abouc 
thenature of this Sacrament, as ſerve 
_ only to inform our knowledge, I have 
made choice of this courſe, as that 
which 1s 1, more neceffary for this 
' Auditory, 2, moſt neceflary for the 

ſubje& of rhe Sicramenr, whereof we 
are to ſpeak. I may in charity hope, 
' thar there is none amoneſt us ſo rude. 
ly and ienorantly bred up under ſuch 
oovernours as Country or Univerfity 
hach afforded, bur char he 1s furniſhed 
with ſuch a competency of knowtedge, 
. aStoeive a reaſonable account of his 

faith, rouching the DoArine of the 
Sacraments : Yet if there be any, 

Ge, B 2 _ whoſe 


(4) 
Whoſe ignorance in this behalf may 
*make bim bluſh, co ſuch I with a god- 
ly catefulneſs in cheir governours, 
thar chey would provide tor the ad- 
vancement of Religion, as well as 
Learning , in thoſe who are under 
them ; and alſo a more conſcionable 
induſtry in themſelves co hearken un-- 
co inſtruRion, and ro make' uſe of all 
| fuch means as they ſhall be direged 
unco, for the atrainment of knowledge 
in this and other points of true Relt- 
ot0n, For the Sacrament it ſelf, we 
{hall not err in followipg that rule, 
which holds true inall Di- 
J6.7.17. vinity, That we ſhall know 
"br Lhe better the nature of ſe- 
cret myſteries, by firſt making con- 
ſcience to praiſe oufy known Duties, 
_ And therefore.this Sacrament being 
inſtitured in the-Church, ſor the con- 
rinual exerciſe of many heavenly gra- 
+ ces of the Saints, much rather thay for 
imployment of cheir wits, in long 
_ diſputes, and. curious: ſpeculagions a. 
* hour: the nature ef-chis holy: Ordi- 
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EF) 
nance; it will be I hope not uvfic 
ro acquaint you,- hoiv this Sacrament 
ſerves for increaſe of grace in the 
hearts of the godly ;- and hereafter, as 
God ſhall give ability and opportunt- 
ty, to unfold:rthe truth, in ſuch con» 
troverted. doubts as have been raiſed 
touching: this Sactamenc,, rather by 
the darkneſs and ſuperſtition of mens 
brains, than from any. rrue difficulty, 
which can be found in the Inliitution 
It ſelf, | 
I come therefore, in the firſt place, 
to pur you in mind of thar. which cone 
cerns our Chriſtian praQice, abour the 
Sacrament , where our duty 1s two- 
Ie :::.12 | 
I: A. frequent celebration of rhe 
Sacramente "SN 
2. A right remembrance of Chriſts 
death, ſer forth untous' therein. 
Both theſe duties -ate- compriſed 
and commended unto! us; .in; theſe 
' Words of the Infticution, 1-Cor, 11. 24. 
v.24. This do'ye in remembrance of me, 
And again, v« 2:5. Th db, 44 oft r » 
Sea Al 


(6) 


hall drink. it, in remembrance of mie. 


V. 26, For as often as ye ſhall eat this 


bread, and drink this Cup, ye do (hew the 
Lords death till he come, 

Theſe words do plainly contain 
choſe two forenamed duties; :con- 
cerning - the time when this Sacra- 


ment 15 to be celebrated, and 1hat ts 


ofren ; and the manner, or end of 1ts 
celebration, Which is a perpetual re- 
membrance of the death of Chriſt, 

For the firſt, that its a receſſary du- 
ty, thar lies upon every one often to 
frequent this Sacrament, it were only 
tro be Wiſhed, that .our pratice were 
as conformable, as our conſciences are 
generally convicted of the truth of it: 
Yer if any man be willing, Reaſons 
may perſwade him that will not be 
obftinate, _ 

Reaſon 1, The commandment of 
Chriſt | Do this as often as ye drank it, | 
bots here implies a mxxgzes. As of> 
ten as ye -do'it'3 therefore: 1f often, 
not once in'our age,'as Bapriſm, never 
to be repeated : nor. once in a ors 

an 
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9.3: 
and no more, as the Paſlſeover : bur 
many times in our age, many times in 
a year , accotcing as the Saints in the 
primitive Church underfiood theſe 
words 3 and not as ſome in theſe 


3 rimes, when Sophiſtry hath wrangled 


out Divinity, would ſeem to: cavil, 
that becauſe the words are | Do it as oft 
a1 ye e«r of this bread, and arink of this 
Cap,) thereforei1r is at their diſctetion 
todo it as ſeldom as they pleaſe. 

2- Their own neceſſity may per. 
ſwade them, 1f they can be ſenſible of 
their ſpiritual weakneſs, and wants : 
Let them look inward, and how great 
need they have of .many and : often 
confirmations of their. faith, renovas 
rions of [their-repentance, of ſtirring 
up the graces of - God in the, ſoul, - to 
add an appetite and deſire of all ſpiri- 
ritual - graces , and of holineſs , - and 
to gain unto themſelves rhe:moſt pows» 
erful provocations:/ unto- obedience, 
weaknedby worldly. diſttattons eve 
of lawful itnployments, and over-mi- 
ſtred by the force_of ſinful lufts. us 
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(8) 
thar they muſt needs diſcover a great 
deal of ignorance in their Spirttual 
eſtate, whoever feel not in thai ſouls 
a proneneſs to a 'famiſhment,'as well 
25 in'their bodies: ar leaft' they bee 
tray an intolerable careleſyefs, if after 
finding ſo great emprineſs and lean- 
neſs.in their ſouls, they do notwith- 
Randing negle® to repair ofren unto 
this Holy Table ; where is ſer forth 
the bread of life, 'of which when they 
have eaten, their ſpirit may. comeun- 
to them agaip, their hearts may be 
trengrhned , their ſouls may be re- 
pleniſhed as with marrow and fatneſs, 
. Wherefore give me leave to per- 
{vade you to the praRice of ſo need- 
ful a duty, and withal to tell you of 
the fault, whereof this age is extreme- 
ly guilty. Avery ſhame it is to com- 
pare the ſlacknefs of our days with 
the forwardnels of thoſe primitive 
times of rhe Church, in the often ce- 
lebration' of this. holy Sacrament : 
Then ic was adminifired almoſt every 
Lordsday : Now we are fallen from 
$1 fifty 
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Table | is likely ro..ſtand. unfurniſhe 


tha men: ſhould neg a Law: to'biing 
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| fifty times in the year, to one, two, 


three, or for the greateſt part to four 
times inthe, year. Ic 1s crue, that as 
19 other, ſo in this Divine Inſtitution, 


 - Sathan has done much by his malici- 


ous poltcy, to corrupt mens hearts in 
the obſeryation of it: when the Sa- 
crament was adminiſtred often , he 
brought is into contempt by the com- 
monneſs of-it 3 now that: ig is, admi- 
niſtred ſeldom, rhrough ignorance it 
WavENy; and negleRed as unneceſſa- 
ry. 
I may not preſcribe how ofcen the 

Celebration. thereof is fit to be uſed, 
our Church hath partly lefc | 

it unto the diſcretion of her gee the book. 
Miniſters, partly enjoyned of Canons. 
the celebration thereof. at | 

leaſt three times a.year.' She hath. ſeen 
the untowardneſs of her children,yvho 
muſt be compelled by..Lay. to.come 
in unto this Feaſt, or; eMe the Lord oy 


Gyeſts,; Somewhat Grange. ICs 
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rhar they muſt needs diſcover a great 
deal of ignorance in their Spirtual 
eſtate, whoever feel not in their ſouls 
a proneneſs to a famiſhment,'as well 
25 in'their bodies : ar leaft' they bee 
tray an intolerable arleſets If after 
finding ſo great emprineſs and lean- 
neſs-in their ſouls, they do notwith- 
fanding negleR to repair often unto 
chis Holy Table ; where is ſer forth |} 
the bread of life, of which when they || 
have eaten, their ſpirit may comeun- | 
to them again, their hearts may be 
rengrthned , their ſouls may be re- 
pleniſhed as with marrow and fatneſs, 

Wherefore give me leave to per- 
{wade you to the pratice of ſo need- 
Ful a duty, and withal to tell you of 
the fault, whereof this age is extreme- 
ly guilty. Avery ſhame it is to com- 
pare the lacknefs of our days with 
the forwardneſs of thoſe primitive 
rimes of rhe'Church, in the often ce- 


debration ' of this holy Sacrament : "1 


Then ic was adminiftred almoſt every 
Lords'day : Now we are fallen Tom 
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(9) 
fifty times in the year, to one, two, 
three, or -for-the greateſt part to four 
times in the, year. Ir is true, that as 
18 other, ſo in this Divine Inſtitution, 
Sathan has done much by his malici- 
ous poltcy, to corrupt mens hearts in 
the obſeryation of it : when the Sa- 
crament was adminiſtred often , he 
brought it into contempt by the com- 
monneſs of-it 3 now that: it is, admi- 
niſtred ſeldom, through ignorance it 
is abuſed, and negleQed as unneceſia- 
ry. | 
I may not preſcribe how: often the 

Celebration. thereof is fit to be uſed, 
our Church hath partly lefc RTP 

It unto the diſcretion of her gee the book. 
Miniſters, partly enjoyned' of Canons. 
the celebration thereof. at 

leaſt three times a,year. She hath ſeen 
the untowardneſs-of, her children,yho 
mult be compelled by-.Law to-come 
in.unts this Feaſt, oc; eKe the fi 
Table is likely, ro ſtand unfurniſhec 
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( 00) 
them tothe Sacrament ' One wauld 
think that mens Conſciences herein 
ſhould be a Lav unto ' themſelves , 
and that there were" no necefhity to 
have a Statute for hungry men to eir, 
or for ſick perſons to take Phyſick, 
But here is the intolerable infidelity, 
and irreligion of our times 3 did not 
fear of the Law, and ſhame of -the 
world prevail more with 'many, than 
any benefit they find is to be gotten 
by frequentine- the Sacrament, - rhey 
that now come bur ſeldom , would 
then come never ; they have no ap- 
petite to this Spiritual bread, rheif 
taſte cannot relliſh this Angels food, 
and thence the Table of the Lords 
conretmprible in theif eyes, and their 
ſoul loatheth this bread of Heaven. 
Is this the fault of. Country only , 
where 1enorance rules, and mifleads 
fimple wrerches ? I mould ir were fo, 
but-risHot > It is'crept into out Lear- 
ned--Sotteties, and rhe Knowledge 
which: here abounderh, 'cannot expel | 
| from amongſt ns this profane: con. | 
lt EF 2H Rn. tempt. 


- 
. 


(1+) 
cempt of theſe  reverent - myſteries. 
” Are there not. found men amongſt us, 
thoſe whoſe often abſence reſtifies ro. 
3 all chat know them, the ſmall eſteem 
'T they have of theſe holy things? They. - 
{ have wit enough to delude the lirtle 

conſcience that 1s lefr' them by many. 
pretences and ſhifts, eſpecially ſhift- 
ing their abode at ſuch time as the Sa- 
crament is to be adminiſtred, making + 
ſuch ſhifrs that rhey ſeldom .come 
there above once a year, and ſcarce - 
that too. Theſe I do heartily" in- 
»treat, that they would be a little more 
tender of their own ſouls, and Gods - 
ordinance, leſt they be found deſpi- 
ſers of the blood of the new Covenant, . 
and ſuch as account -it a needleſs and 
unholy thing. 


I confeſs indeed that ' Perſecution 
1s a ſharp ſpur to put 'meyon upon | 
the diligent praQice''of all. hely'du- - 
ries: and ſo-1t was ih the: Primitive - ©: 
Church,” that the bitrerneſs':of - affli- 
Aion gave a ſweeter Tellifh/'to Reliv _ 
gion ; nevertheleſs they ant =_— 
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'be ill nurtut'd, who will donothing 


without: chaſtifement : and very 
range it: is, | that men ſhould \con- 
ftancly wait upon rhe ſervice of God, 
when pain and diſgrace terrife. them 


From ie, and then fall off-to negle& 


I, when honouf, peace, and-liberc y 
invite them tot ! 

- And wbat, my Brethren; had the 
blood of Chriſt a freſher taſte in theſe 
firſt Ages, when it was newly ſhed ? 
Had his ſacrificed -bady a more fra» 
gone hath inviting the Saints like 
Dirds after their prey, to flie from far 
witſ niarveilous ſwiftneſs, :to flic un- 
co this dead , but all-quickning car- 
caſs? Hath 1t now through tra&-of 
time loſt the ſweetneſs, wherewith 
heretofore it cheared: both God, and 
mMan ? No, tis we have loſt our ſenſes, 
our faith, our zeal, our love, - Chriſt's 
blood 5 like: the: Manna -in the: Ark; 


: purrifies not, bur endureth for : ever 
xo feed;ugalſointhe laſt: Ages of the - - 


world -unto-. everlaſting life : 'Fhor 
tain, which vas 'opened 3n. tis 
| ' . tide, 


Es, 2 


of a weary ſoul flamed with fioy..ang- 


< b3 ) "i 2 
fide, runs yet afreſh, and hath anever- . 
lafitng vertue co: cleanſe'us from thE* =; 
leproſie of ſins, and to cool-the þ 


the fire of Gods wrath 5 only if ves 
can'be ſenſible of our thirſt, and th 
our hearts can pant afcer cheſe was 
brooks running unto them for refrelRS$* = 
ing, when we are furioufly chai (Ne 5585 
by eur iniquities following us at thigh Tp 
heels. Wherefore, my belo od By 
thren, let us be admoniſhed Few 
forward to' make | conſciMce ofzt! 
quenting the Lords Table. ſo ofcend 
by fit opportunity. we may enji 
benefir thereof, leſt: our hazy. \ fla 
fulneſs beat Jaft puniſhed for a 
fane contewpr of. the prerious bj 
of our Lord Jeſus C hrift, This m1 
is Spoken of tlie” firſt, i in coming © 2 
the Sacramenr,' © 1: rat 
- The next follows:,' \"onching. bat. 
which. muſt be-.done: about 'the; heagle- - 
pration.of ic : Now. this-18:inpefi Wrap 
a ſolemn grant ne. = eat =: 
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14) 

Do this m remembrance of me,) and 
in thoſe, [Ye ſhew forth the Lords death 
relbbe - came.) Which .words do ſum» 
| matily declare what was the end and 
 incent of Chriſt in inſtituting this 
9" Sacrament,” and what is che duty. of 
- every Chriſtian in ſolemnizing there. 
of ;: namely, therein we ſhould make 
a perpetual commemoration of his 
Death and Paſſion unto the end of the 
world; till he come again to judg- 


1, In oppohtition. to the ourward 
elements, and - ceremonies 11 
this: Sacrament. 

+2 Tn relation to thoſe Spiricual 
graces of the Soul , which are. 
to-be exerciſed in this commes 
moration. 

$a be former mult be ſhewed UPe 

on What our heirts and thoughts mult 
befixed in this holy Sacrament, name- 
ly, norton the 'Elements, and aQions 
| . of: rhe Sacrament, but on Chriſt and 
” his benefics; all the. defires of our 
fouls mult be toNards. him, Is 
43 rage 


015) 


1 


cheremembrance' of his'nime; - > 
In the latter it will appear, howz 
and in what manner our fouls muſtibs 


fixed on Chriſt, namely, not a bare 
hiflorical remembrance of his ſuffete 
ings, but in a powerful and grievous 
feeling of rhe virtue of his death 5 
workins life and holineſs m-our fouls; 

Of thele two points in order ,- and 
of the firſt briefly, which is, That'our 
choughts are not”to dwell upors the 
outward Elements and aRions of 'the 
Sacrament, but from them to be rai- 
ſed up to the meditation 'of Chriſt's. 
ſufferings, and the benefic we obtain 
thereby, Do this in rementbr ance of the; 
ſaith Chriſt, that is, of my death, and 


of your redemption by'it 4 not do this *," 


for its on ſake, looking no” farther 
chan that which is viGble to the eyes 
in the outward ſolemnity. Never 
was any Ceretnony, Legal or Evange- 
lical, appointed 'for' irs own 'worth, 
| as If God were either pleaſed, '6f 
| , mans ſoul | edified inf grace by Juch 
| carnal- obſervations + for God <#. - 
TN | SpIIlty 2 


(16 )* 


© .. Spirir, .and will always be worſhip- 
** = in ſpirit, and ctuth:;! and: man's 
- foul 


ul is a ſpiric, of a pnre. and immor- 
tal ubance ; which cannot be nou- 
niſbed; and; maintained in life and 
Rrength ' by any: outward on 


E thing,or a&ion,bur only by that which 
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reportionable ro its on cele- 
and ſpiritual nature.” Now this 


E aloneis thefavourand grace of God, 


=p the treaſury and Rorehouſe whereof 
1s the Perſon of our Bleſſed Mediator 
& Jeſus Chriſt, unto whom the ancient 


Church was direRed in all its Levi- 


4s : hs ARES + Di " 
n F 4 , , ? k : x 936-1 D x 
” 3 THAES 7 > : &;*. 4 , | what =" k 
% * IF; ” -*E ha 4 2 " : AY #5 "» 
Ly L- r - "+ == 4 *.: - % - 4 < A* o . 
dA 5 Jn 6) % < ©, 2. +44 »& : ng. FR I's &.- «fv » TER 
9 4 EEE RR. _— FF." Tos IE. DRIED : 
KK —_ 5 Ly > "# "yg % » a. hs +4 > AL hd 3 bb * F. Ps £ A A ; 
1, # RO : oh. Pas ug Nt —_—_ # a ga, ; ey; EK as 
xe fat . 4 , 


«fad r 1" -L WES; £ **s - & ”L.. G 
a" & V —o% 17 aw WD 4s 4 ( 4%." es. PF &! Wo 4 # & I 
ME I Ree bs ®; bac I Fc? av 5 &- oo 8% Kew” # 
a _ 7 - b nt Fe 4 wy Ws £ " % = gs oy 0 v0 g 
3+ WEL” 6 WS; 4 
Y G <3 


115% 


in every aGion, When thou feel. E, 


__ 
's }& Breadand Wine ſeparated by. conſe- 4 
- #Þ| cration umto this holy uſe, think on; = 


- F} Chriſt, ordained and nnd 
Df by che Father from everlaſting unts. 


] 

the accompliſhment of our redernps 
| tion by the ſhedding of' his *.bloods -- 
- #F When AM ſeeſt the Bread. broken _ 
5 and the Wine poured forth, think on 
, 
? 
r 
t 


Chriſt torn and: rent in his pretous. 
body with Aripes and wounds: pained * 
even © © death” in his moſt © holy I 
Soul, full of the wrath'of -God;' and "4 p j 
indighation of che Almighty, by; 2 
; whom he .was ſmitten. for chy ſinsz. 
t and plagued *for : thy tranſgreſſions; 
| W hen the Minifter -offers unto this E 
the Breid, atnid Wine, think 611 - FX 
> |} Chriſtgivenuntothee of God: freet b 
| and viving himſelf unto thee: if rhe 2 
| wilt receive him, When thay res * 
ceiveſt and caceſt theſe Elements; - 
| chink on Chriſt that living bod 


which gives life unto thy foul, and by T 
| his merits preſerves ic from .crermal; . *; 
- | death, "nie thy bearc_uato him by, 3 


EY 


(18) 

the bend of an holy faith, throw thy 
ſelf into his arms ſtretched our on 
tothe Croſs to embrace thee ; waſh 
thy ſoul in his blood, chat thou mayſt 
be clean ; hide thy ſelf in the holes 
and clefts -of this rock, from rhe 
ſtorms and tempelis of: God's wrath, 
that it may not touch thee; pur thy 
hands and thy fingers into his fide, 
and the print of the nails, and cry out 
with that blefled Apoſile, in the high» 
eſt degree of all poſſible rejoicing, 
My Lord, and my $ od, 

+ 'This1s the Life of this holy Sa- 
crament , without which Spiricual 
application all is bur a dead and emp- 
ty ceremony : Where miſerable is 
their error, whoout of ignorance , -or 
awrong opinion, bend their ſenſes; 
and amuſe their thoughts only upon 
the things, Which in this is preſenced 
unto their bodily eyes, never looking 
up unto the graces and. merits iof 
Chrift, unto whom only theſe. out» 
ward ceremonies do point. 'I'wo ſotts 
th=re are guilty of this offence. E 
ey . (> 


(19) 

1, The Papiſis, who in this- and 
the whole frame of their Religion 
love to glorie in the fleſh, and doar 
upon outward, carnal ceremonies , 
without all power of life and holineſs, 
And among theſe, a Sacrament is well 
enough celebrared, if there be oper 
operaturms, the work done, no matter 
* how, or with what mind in Prieſt oc 
people, drowhe or dreaming, drunk 
or ſober, | 

2, The ſecond ſort are 1gnorant 
Proteſtants, of whom there be chou- 
ſands, who underſtand nothing at all 
{ ofthe End and Uſe of theſe Myſie- 
ries. Ic is pitiful ro behold the de- 
meanour of the ordinary ſort: of peo- 
ple at the Sacrament: they come thi- 
ther they know not wherefore, and 
they do there they know not whats 
they cannot tell how, to look, nor 
which way to turn themſelves abous 
any holy. meditarions': many times 
their- mind is: hike a: clock , that's 
wonnd above its ordinary; pitch, and 
then ſands ill ; their choughts are 

1 amazed 
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l =. amazed at the height of theſe myſte® 


ries, and for the time they ate like a 
block, thinking nothing ar alf ; 'or elſe 
their-rhoughts fall > flat onthe earth 


to baſe and'bodily things  yea"ſome 


\  arevfthir Wonderful ſimplicity,” as to 


thidk*they come thither for a draught 


{ of Fveet Wine, atd a morſel of fine 


bread 5 Or at leaſt they raiſe their 


 _ thoughts nohigher-than the common 


table, thinking that if they have re- 
ceived the outward elements in a'te- 
verent manner, behaved rhemſelves 
decently duting that a&ion, 'forborn. 


their worldly buſineſs before and af- 
ter; reſtrained their tongues from all 
unciviÞ ſpeech, and demeaned them- 


ſelves mannerly:that day, then that 


they have- done a right acceptable 
piece of ſervice to God, 'This upi- 


dity of many, whether Popifſh , or 
Cloiwniſh, cannot burt'be' much com- 


miſerated by all thoſe, unto whom it 


is given to” know any thing concern. 
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DX. 
_—_, * b V rI # * s [ 
Dag yy 2s . o ' 
> ing the myſteries of: the Kinedom o 
ny” { Hi 4 . 
oa x : , 
M : , - 6 
ry f : x : 
pf - \ Py $ Wt ' 
ey . «%: 4 l pe : - "" 
: . 


To 


a 4 »5ST WWF YU as 


(21) 


F Toconclude this point, letus re- 7 
| F member thac admonition the Church - 


giveth us in - this buſineſs, calling 


as well as ſaying, We lift them. 


your hearts, and let's anſwer in doing 
#nto the Lord ; yea be always. mi d- 


ful of chat general rule, which Chriſt ' 


oives his Diſciples , when they to» 
gether with the ſimple :Capernaits , 
hearing, Chriſt call  himſelt | {#21 
bread, | and: his | fleſh meas andeed,] 
and | his blood . drink indeed,} were 


much offended ar it, as an abfurd im- * 
poſſibility :.: Chriſt: rels chem, they . 


miſtook his meaning , -[/t is the ſpirit, 


ſ:ich he, that quickveth, the fleſÞ; proi- 


teth nothing. T he words that 1 ſpeak uns 


ro you, they are ſpirit, and they are life.) 2 
| Joh. 6,63, Þ = 


. . Thus you ſee whom you mult re. 
member in and by this Sacrament, v:z. 


Chriſt ,; and him- crucified. In: the. "# 
"next place:We are to conſider io-what 1; 
manner this comnmemoration-1s'to be = 
made: { Do this in'remembrance of me.) - 
Ih  Whar,, #7 


(22 ) 
What, in a bare recounting the tory 
vf his Paſſion, amplifying the indig- 
nity cf all circumſtances in curious 
contemplations, about every paſſage 
of Chnſt from the garden to the 
grave ? Is this all ?.No, nor half ; you 
mult here remember'a rule given 
by Divines, | That in Scripture, words 
of knowledoe in matters berween 
God and man do imploy che affeQi- 
ons,)] and:as God 16:{21d not ro know 
the- wicked;" becauſe' he likes them 


_ not, ſo when we are commanded to 
=. Know. God, to remember our Crea- 


tor, &'e. we mult nor raighten this 


' Precepr unco che bare ſpeculation of 


the head, barcexrend it unto the holy 
devotion of tlie heart, and obectence 
of the hand, - In this ſenſe Chritt cru- 
cified muſt be remembred of us in the 
Sacrament, \not'only as. che obje& of 
our Knowledge, bur principally as the 
obje& of our: Love, our Faith, out 
Hope, our Joy, our 'Thankſgiving,and 
Obedience, Theſe, and other hea- 
venly graces are to be ſer a work, and 


( 23) 
& imployed about this remembrance of 
* Chriſt in the- Sacrament : and 1t 1s the = 
# increaſe and exerciſe of rheſe graces 
# char our Saviour intended, wker he 
| inſtituted this Sacrament, commands 
F ing us to obſerve it in remembrance 
of him, and by it to ſhew bis death 
untill his coming again, 1 
But "that we may goa little more 
particularly to work in thts 'point, 
obſerve that there: are four principal 
races. 1. Faith. 2. Repentance, 


large, by way of common place; my 
purpoſe only at this 'time 1s to ſhev 
what fingulat vertue may be drawn 
from the meditation of Chrift's death, 
for ro quicken and increaſe in us the 
life and/power of all thefe forenamed 
oraces, - I will do this briefly, defi 
ring the younger ſort eſpecially care 
fully ro atrend unto ſuch generals of 
Meditation as-I ſhall propoſe, ro the 
end their- thoughts may have ſome 

mat- 


\ 3. Fhankfulneſs. 4. Love. Touch- - a 
| ing which I would not have you ex- = 
pe& T ſhould here. handle them at 7 


: -- ( 24 ) 
” Matter whereon to work, which other- 
=  wiſewillbe too too wild, and confu- 

= ſedly diftraged. 

= . Eirfſt rhen, rovching Fairch, Chriſt 
crucified is propoſed. unto us in the 
| Sacrament as the objeS& of our faith, 
: allucingus to. a ſirong belief in him 
£-- .upon theſe two firong perſwafions. 


- ent, having, with him plenteous re- 
demption-; One who hath payed the 
© utmoſt farching that could be deman- 
E  , ded for qur ranſom, having trodden 
= the Wine-preſs with the firce wrath 
E_ of the Almighty, and born upon his 
&-  dhoulders the whale burden of char 
*"$ _ Yengeance , Which would have ſunk 
”, our ſouls to the bottom of hell; a 
> Saviour, Who hath utterly defeated all 
© - the po-'ers of darkneſs, and ſpoyled 
Z - rhem , leading captivity captive , 
IS rhe 
= which cannot be ſhaken, bur ſure, and 
- -"Rebtit againſt all violence of our ſpi- 
- wx. adverſaries, even: a certain and 
fra eftae in preſent grace, an Tp 
a | an 


bo - I 1 hat he1is a Saviour all-ſuffact» | 


reby purchaing us a Kingdom 


( 25 ) 
and fair paſſage unco that 1mmortali. 
ty and glory wich ſhill be revealed. 
Wherefore jultly in this Sacrament 
hath he ſer forth himſelf unto us un- 
der the tivo elements of Bread and 
Wine, parts of -one compleat and 
perfe& nouriſhment, ro aſlure us, 
chat in his merits there 1s an abſolute 
All-ſufficiency to b:ing us to everlaſt- 
ing life. 

2, That he is a Saviour freely gi- 
ven of God, and giving himſelf unto 
I us, he-laid down his 4ife freely, no 
{ man having power to take it from 
| him; and therefore he freely gave 
| his fleſh for the life of the world, and 

in the Sacrament he freely offers him- 

ſelf ro every believer, to be received 
and imbraced by him. 

Both theſe are trons motives to 
quicken our faith in remembring of 
Chriſt's Death : For if ether rhe 

» greatneſs of th work of Redemprion, 
* and the ſurpaſſing difficulty to ſave a 

| Sinner ſhould rerrifie us, we know, 

| Whatever ir be, he bath finiſhed it 5 
| > or 


(26) 
of if unworthine(s ſhould diſcomforc 
us, ive fee that Chriſt Rays nor till we 
deſerve him; but as he dyed for us 
when we were unworthy, ſo ever 
whillt we are unworthy he offers him- 
ſelf unto us in all the benefits of his 
Death. Wherefore let us in a lively 
faith falten our eyes upon this brazen 
Serpent, lifred up upon the Croſs to 
cure the fiery ſtingings of fn; let our 
eyes, our thoughts, and affeRions be 
drawn after him, 'and let us learn,, as 
the Apolile extorts, to truſt perfealy 
unto thar falyation Which 1s brought 
unto us. This for Faith, 

Secondly, in the next place, ts re- 
quired the exerciſe of Repentance, to 
which theze is no incentive in the 
world more powerful, than the ſerious 
meditation of Chrilt crucified. 

Two motives there are, which com- 
monly belt prevail upon all natures, 
to work in them ſorrow for an offence, 


and they are both 1n this matrer moſt 


v1. OR 
"0. 


lively, and vigorous. : 
Mercy, wonderful and incredible 
| LO 
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(27 ) 
Fro a deſperate offender, beyond ali 
Fhope and expeRation of his. When 
TSve were of no ſtrength, when we were 
Knners, when we were enxemes, Even 
hen Chriſt in his time died for us, as 
Khe Apoſtle notably aggravares the 
KWeath of Chriſt, Row, 5.6, 8, 10, 
EHow hopeleſs was the eltate of us 
EFmen, being once fallen by our firſt 
Fcranſereſſion? And yer even in this 
Fextremity of miſery, how proudly and 
F rebelliouſly did we carry our ſelves 
Fzgainſt thar Majeſty, which we had 
Foffended ? Yer then behold in God 
'Ftheriches of all patience, gentleneſs, 
'Yand compaſſion ! He was mindful of 
| Rus, when we had forgotten both him, 
{Fand our ſelves! His merciful wiſe 
; dom prevents all care, and thought, 
z+and poſlibilicy in us, of providing the 
Fx means of our recovery ! Now where 
Zzmalice and unworthineſs 1s thus over- 
jFcome with goodneſs , certainly if 
there be any ſpark of grace, of noble 
x nature, of ingenuity lefc within us, 
$ 1t cannot be but our hearts ſhould be 
f | C2 overcome 


( 26 ) 
or if unworthineſs ſhould diſcomfort 
us, VE ſee that Chriſt Rays nor rill we 
deſerve him; but as he dyed for us 
when we were unworthy, ſo ever 
whillt we are unworthy he offers him= 
{elf unto us in all the benefits of his 
Death. Wherefore let us in a lively 


faith faſten our eyes upon this brazen 


Serpent, lifred up upon the Croſs to 
cure the fiery Rtingings of fin; let our 
eyes, our thoughts, and affe&ions be 
drawn after him, and let us learn,, as 
the Apolile extorts, to truſt perfeRly 
unto that ſalyation which is brought 
unto us. This for Faith, 

Secondly, in the next place, ts re- 
quired the exerciſe of Repentance, ro 
which these is no incentive in the 
world more powerful, than the ſerious 
meditation of Chriſt crucified. 

Two motives there are, which com- 
monly belt prevail upon all natures, 


to work in them ſorrow for an offence, *© 


and they are both in this matrer molt 
lively, and vigorous. 


Mercy, wonderful and incredible 
Lo 


(27 ) 
ro a deſperate offender, beyond alt 
hope and expeQation of his, When 


we were of no ſtrenoth, when we were 


finners, when we were enemies, Even 
then Chriſtin his time died for us, as 
the Apoſtle notably aggravates the 
death of Chriſt, Row,'$. 6, 8, 10. 


How hopeleſs was the eltate of us 


men, being once fallen by our firſt 
cranſoreſſion? And yer even in this 
extremity of miſery, how preudly and 
rebelliouſly did we carry our ſelves 
againſt thar Majeſty, which we had 
offended ? Yer then behold in God 
the riches of all patience, gentleneſs, 
and compaſſion ! He was mindful of 
us , When we had forgotten both him, 
and our ſelves! His merciful wiſe 
dom prevents all care, and. thought, 
and poſlibilicy in us, of providing the 


1” means of our recovery ! Now where 
- malice and unworthineſs 1s thus over- 
"come with goodneſs , certainly if 


there be any ſpark of grace, of noble 
nature, of ingenuity lefc within us, 
it cannot be but our hearts ſhould be 

| C 2 overcome 


| ( 28 ) | ? 


overcome with ſorrow, for offending |! 
ſo gracious a Maſter, and rent aſun- 

_ der with godly grief for the diſplea- 
tin2 ſo loving a Father, 

2. The horrible nature of the of. 
fence ; which, when 1r is ſmall, 1s 
fligbted ; but firikes the heart with 
aſtoniſhment, and confuſion, when tis 
capital: Now Sin is of the worſt 
provoking quality that poſſibly may 
be, and ir appears by nothing ſo much, 
as by the furious diſpleaſure of God 
afflicted on Ghrilt, when he bore our 
ſfns in his body on the tree, Trace | 

* himfrom the Garden to Golgotha, | 
and you ſhall ſee a whole floud of for- \ 
rows ready to ſeize him: every ſtep | 
he treads, the deeper he wades into 
a fea of blood, of wounds, of firipes, 
and waters of aftliftion : Men, and 
Devils, yea and God himſelf fights 
avainit him: He is forſaken of God, 
perſecured, deſpiſed, and ſcorned of | 
all the world ; aſſailed, and tempred 
by all the powers of Hell : becamethe | 
altomſhment of Angels, the Fonger 

an 
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C293 
and amazement even of the ſenſible 


creatures, Were our ſouls 1n his 
ſtead, and did we feel bur the leaft 


part of that anguiſh, which poſſeſſed \ 


and incompaſſed chat holy perſon 
within and without, no'v miſerable 
might we judge our caſe tobe ? Bleſ- 
ſed are we now, 1n that we feel it nor, 
but yer we ſhall not be bleſſed always, 
unleſs we can compaſſionare his feel- 
ing of them. Wherefore let us turn 
our thoughts vpon our crucified S:- 
viour, and looking upon him, whom 
we have prerced, let us, AS Ve are come 


 manded, Zach. i 2, 16. Mourn for him; s 


as one wenrneth for his onel p; ſon, aud be 
in bitterneſs for him, as one that ts in 


buterneſs for hy ſirſt- -born, Le us ſee 


the canſe of his ſufferings to be in our 


ſelves : lament we for our ſins, who - 
have (lain the Lord of life, And now © 


let us learn to acknowledge, .what a 
deteſtable thing (in is, which deſerved 
ſo horrible a puniſhment, which could 
turn the favourable countenance of the 


moſt merciful, and pittiful God, into 
wrath, 


bo 


E;  & a 
wrath, and fierce diſpleaſure againſt 
nis dearly beloved Son, as ſoon as he 


beheld in him the perſon of an offen- 


der. Shall the pleaſures of Sin be 
ſveet to us, Which cauſed Chriſt to 
drinkof the bitter cyp, even down to 
the dregs ? Shall we ſport with thar, 
which made God angry in the greateſt 
earneſt that ever was? Seemeth that 
a light thing in our eyes, which 
brought on Chriſt a burden ſo heavy, 


that it forced the bloud out of his 


veins, the ſoul out of his body ? 
O how would theſe medications daſh 
In pieces the conceptions of luſt in 


their infancy ! How mightily effe- 


Qual would they be ro mortifie cur 
corruptions, and crucifie the body of 


fin in us ? Know this, and remember. 


It, that of all motives to Repentance, 
and prefervatives againſt the infeQion 
of {in, there 1s none ſo pon erful, as 
continually 1n all places, and imploys 
ments, to bear about with us in our 
hearts, and meditations, the dying of 
our Lord Jeſus. 


And 


Lo 
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And this of Repentance : It fo!- 
lows, that we ſpeak of the third orace 
to be exerciſed in this holy comme- 
moration of Chriſt's death, which 1s, 
1 hankfulneſs 3 3 a grace of fingular uſe 
in this Sacrament ; which thence 
rakes its name of Exchar;ſtia, whereby 
It 1s frequently ftiled, 
Sorrow and joy ir:uſt here be mixr 
together ; a ſorrow for (in, which de« 
ſerved ſuch ſufferings, bur a joy un- 
ſpeakable, and olorious, in thankſgive 
ing to Chriſt for his oreat Mercy, in 
caking upon him ſuch ufferings. And 
oreat. cauſe there is we ſhould be. 
thankful for the death of Cbtiſt, in 
theſe three reſpeas. | 

1. Becauſe the greateſt bleſſing 
that ever was, 1s hereby purchaſed 


\ for us, namely, pardon of ſim, recon- 


ciltation with God, grace, and glory. 
2, Becauſe on our parts chere is the 
oreateſt undeſerving of ic that may 
be : For wherein was God beholding 
tous? We were but his creatures, 
when we were at the beſt, and then he 
C 4 needed 
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needed us-not z we were his enemies; 
when we were at the worſt, and he 


had. juſt cauſe to hate, and puniſh 


LiSs 

3. Inregard of the infinite diſpro- 
portion between vs, and Chnit, who 
ded for us; the juſt for the unjuſt, 
the Lord for the ſlave, the King for 
the ſubjeR, the Creator for the crea. 
Lure. | 

All theſe are as forcible motives to 
ſtir up1n us a thankful rejoycing in 
the Lord our Saviour, who hath done 
ſo great things for our ſouls, It ſhould 


make our hearts break forth into bleſ- 


fings, thanks, praiſes, and the moſt 
raviſhing and exalted admirations of 
the wonderful fayours he hath ſhewed 
unto the ſons of men. Wherefore if ir 
be poſlible, let us work our hearts into 
ſuch a religious frame, as to bear a 
part in that new ſong, which the El- 


ders ſing before the throne of the 


L3mb, Rev. 5, 9. 10, Thoy art worth 


zo take the book., and open the ſeals there= 


of ; for thou waſt ſlain , and haſt redee= 


med 
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wed us to God by thy blood ont of every 
kindred, and tongne, and people, and 


nation ; and haſt made 4 unto our God 


Kings, and Princes, and we ſhall reign 
on the earth, And for a ſweeter hai- 
mony let the Angels be admitted into 
this quire with them, and the Saints : 
ſing we as it is ver, 12. Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and glory, and bleſſings. 
Yea, for a full: conſort, ler us with e- 


very crearure 1n heaven, in earth, un- 


der the earth, and in the ſea, as it 
is in the 13. v, Bleſſing, honour, glory, 
and power, be unto him that ſiteth up- 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. And ſo much alſo of the 
third grace, The laſt follows, which 
Is, 
4. Love unto Chriſt, in an holy 
affe&ion of the ſoul, carrying usin a 
full defire to the enjoying-of him, 


- and making us to preſerve our com=- 


munion with him, before all things 1n 
the world which may challenge our 
'C-y deareſt 


(734 ) 
deareſt reſpet. All thoſe motives 
that ſtir us up to Thankfulneſs, pro- 
voke alſo to Love: the ſmalneſs of 
our deſerc, the greatneſs of the bene- 
fir, the gloriouſneſs of the perſon, are 
all here in a ſingular meaſure, and for 
them Chriſt deſerves our love in the 
hieheft expreſſions we can poſlibly 

it in, Hence the Church in the 
Canrticles can find no names ſo fir, 
whereby to call her Spouſe Chriſt Je» 
ſus as theſe ; Him whom her ſoul loy- 
eth, her Beloved, and her Well-beloved, 
Ir's eaſe to obſerve, what pleaſure 
ſhe takes in deſcribing, and talking of 
his rare Excellencies ; here's her full 
' contentment, and height of joy , and 
peace, that ſhe 1s able to ſay, Ay 
Beloved ts mine, aud Tam by, Cer- 
rainly, were our hearts truly Spiritu- 
' al, had our ſouls taſted, how good the 


Lord Jeſus hath been untous ; were 


. oureyes opened to ſee him fit at the 
right hand of God, cloath'd with all 
beauties of holineſs, elory, and maje- 
fy, 1t could nor be bur rhat our fins, 

our 


P 


*s 4 b 
* re 


Ei 
3 — 


— Yy 


+ " L . 
PS" FS " PORE % 


; T5357 
our pleaſures, all the pomp of this 
world would be moſt vile and deſpi- 
cable in our eſteem, and. nothing bur 
Chriſt would appear. worthy of our 
love, delight, and admiration. 

Theſe are thoſe heavenly graces, of 


the chiefeſt note, which receive life 


and ſtrength from rhe death of Chriſt 
remembred i in this Sacrament ; and 
the effe& of them all is obedience in 
life, and conſervation, that we ſhould 
ſerve him faithfully, who hath bought 
us with ſo Gear aprice. 

This is the crial of all theſe fore- 
named graces , When our faith works 
by love; our repentance is clearly ma- 
nifefted 'by a ſincere and entire refor- 
mation 3 our thankfulneſs and love 
are ſhown in keeping of his command- 
ments. 

This is alſo the end of the deith- of 
Chrift, who bath redeemed us from 
our vain converſation , wherein we 
lived in the luſts of the fleſh; thar 
henceforth we ſhould live unto him, 
who hath delivered us from the fear of 

Our 
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our enemies; that we ſhould ſerve 
him in righteouſneſs and holineſs all 
our dayss LF 

And thus we ſee what it is rightly 
to remember Chriſt crucified, and 
to (hew forth the Lord's death in the 
uſe of this holy Sacrament ; even to 
remember him with believing, with 
penitent, with thankful, with loving, 
and with obedient hearts, Not to re- 
member him in this ſort, 1s to forget 
him ; nor to know the vertue of his 
death in this manner, is tobe igno- 
rant of Chriſt crucified ; an excellent 
knowledge, bur of all moſt difficult 
fo be put in praQice, Tis an eafie 
thing to turn the Rory into a Trage- 
dy, to make a ſcenical repreſentation 
of the death of Chriſt, as the Papiſts 
uſe to do on good Friday ; or to com- 
pile a curious and elaborate Declama- 
tion on this ſubjeQ, as their Poſtel- 
lers, 2nd Preachers do in their Lent 
Sermons, I diſcommend not Elo« 
quence on ſo excellent a ſubje&,words 
cannot be better imployed than here 
yer 
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yet there is an error to. be feared, 


3 leaſt that the tongue only be exerct- 


ſed, where the heart chiefly ſhould 


{ be bufied : and there. is danger alſo, 
1 leaſt ſuch high diſcourſes prove not un - 
{ like thoſeof Tragedians , uſed rather. 


to raiſe the admiration of the Poer, 
than attention to, and obſervation of, 
the fat. Thus: much I may ſafely 
ſay, that the meditation of the death - 
of Chriſt requires not ſo much irength 
of wit, and invention, as the exerciſe - 
of all holy and zealous affeions of 
the ſoul, to the increaſe of piety, and 
obedience. There cannot be a greater 
incongruity, than to diſcourſe of ſo 
holy a fubje& with an unhallowed 
heart; to amplifie the dignity of 
Chriſt's paſſion, and yet not to be 
moved at all with remorſe of conſci- 
ence#or fin; bitterly to inveigh a- 
eainft the Jews, and yer ſwear by 
Chriſt ; to deſcant 'very rhetorically 
upon his blood and wounds in a paſſio» 
nate diſcourſe, and yet to rear this, 
and trample upon that in a 
blat 
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blaſphemies ;z to talk of Chriſt, and 
yer not to live as a Chriſtian 3 to re« 
= late unto others the Rory of his Crue 
ll cifixion by the Jews, and in the mean 
il while by obſtinate impiety, and pro- 
if cxapery to crucifie him afreſh unto 
'Y imfelf, This is far from being a 
it Preacher, and a follower of Chriſt ; 

to ſuch let me ſpeak in Salwan's 
- words a little altered, Chrifnm legunt, 
 & 1mpugzes ſunt , Chriſtum audinnt, & 
. inebriantur ; Chriſtum ſequantur , & 
rapinnt ; hec ergo nes, qui Chriſtian 
Aicomnar, faciamu 2 Sal ae gub. l.4.c.5. 
What might one of CIHahomers di- 
ſciples here ſay ? Ecce, quales ſunt qui 
Chriftum colunt ! See the Servants of 
the crucified God , ſee them luxuri- 
ous, profane, 1ntemperate, blaſphe.. 
mers, icorners of religion! Ir muft 
needs be, will he then ſay, theytave a 
bad Mafter,who are ſuch evil ſervants : 
$1 emms bona diſcerent, boui efſent, and 

| fanfla a Chriſitanu fierent, ji Chriftus 
Sanfls docuifſet, Thus whiles ſome 
profeſs themſelves Chriſtians , they 
are 


. - 
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{ are a reproach unto Chriſty a diſgrace 
4 of the Goſpel, and ſhame of all relt-+ 
7 gion. Wherefore] beſcech you, pere 
4 ſwade your ſelves of this, that you 


7 never know Chriſt crucified arighr, 


eill your hearts can bleed in forrow 
for lin, as his bled for ſatisfaRion z 
till your faith imbrace him, your ſouls 
rejoyce in him, your love be fixed on 
3 him, his death have cooled the death 
1 of (in in you; till then know, that 
Z youare but ignorant in this great my= 
 Qteryof Chriſt's ſuffering 3 and now 
you are £0 go unto the Sacrament ,take 
rime and care tothink of theſe things, 
ſo may you go with comfort, and de. 
part thence with profit unto your 
fouls. | | 'o 


The Apoſtſe, after he hath decla- 
red the rrue inftitutton of the Sacra- 
ment, and the right end to be obſer. 
ved in the celebration of 1t, ' namely, 
the perpetual commemoration of 
Chriſt's death inthe words ſpoken of, 
he goes forward in the next _—_ ro 
| ew 
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ſhew the great danger that men run 
into, by perverting this holy Inflicu- 
tlen, and abuſing ir to wrong ends and 
purpoſes :. they commit a great (in, 
which draws upon them great jtidg- 
ments, both temporal, and eternal ; 
unleſs by diligent examination 'of 
themſelves the {in be prevented, and 
the puiſhment be removed : This 
che Apoſtle doth from the 27, v. unto 
the 33. v. the reſolution of which 
words is in brief thus, and they con. | 
-rain | : 

1. The fin of unworthy receiving, 

-"-®s 37. 

2+ The means to avoid this (in, 
which is due Examination of 
ones (elf before the Sacrament, 
V. 28. 

3. The puniſhment rhey incur who 
commir the fin, and negleR the 
means: nov that is damnation, 
or judgment. v. 29. $ 
This pumtſhed, as ic is temporal, is *! 
amplified three ways. Ik "A 
I. By experiment in the Church of 

Ry Corinth: 
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CSF: 
Corinth'; wherein God made 1c ap» . 
pear, by the judgments he inflit- 
ed upon them, how much he was 
offended at their profanation of 
the Sacrament. v. 30. 

2. By thetrue cauſe of thoſe affli« 
ions ; the not judging of them- 
ſelves. v. 3l. | 

3. By the right end, Wherefore 
theſe judgments came upon 
them, which was to bring them 
to repentance for ſuch their abuſe 
of God's ordinance, leaſt other- 
wiſe going on they fall into fur- 

._ _ thercondemvation. v. 32. 

Art this preſent I ſhall ſpeak only 
couching the fin of univorthy commu- 
nicating at the Lord's Table, of which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks in theſe words. 
v.27. Wherefore , whoſoever ſhall eat 
this bread, and drink this euy wnworthi« 
ly, ſhall be guilty of the bedy and blood 
of the Lord. 

In this verſe we have two general 
parts. 


I, Thefin it ſelf, unworthy receiv« 


ving 
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ing the Sacrament, in theſe | 
words, |Whoſoever ſhall eat un- | 
worthily.| | 

3. Thequality of this fin; tis no | 
| ſmall faulr, bur a bloody offence, 
tis to be guilty of murder, and | 
that of the beſt man that ever 
was, Chriſt Jeſus, he ſhallbe guil- 
ty &c, Of theſe in orders | 
Firſt let us inquire, "hat ir is to | 


eat this bread, and to drink this cup, 


2.6.” to receive this Sacrament un- 
wotthily, dm#ivs. Unworthineſs in 
receiving this Sacrament may be ta- | 
Len, in reſpect cither of the perſon, 

or the manner of receiving : Unwor- 
thineſs of the perſon is not here 
meant ; for ſo it 1s apparent, that no 
man can cone worthily to the Sacra-' 


' ment, for as much as the beſt of men 


cannot deſerve of God the ſmalleſt 
bletſing of this life, much leſs fo 


great 2 favour as to enjoy the benefig 
of the Word and Sacraments to ever- 
laſting life. Wherefore in our pub- 
lick Liturgy we juſtly acknowledge, 

| [that 
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[chart ve do not preſume to come vn- 
to this Table, ruſting 1n our own 
riohteouſneſs, but in God's great mer- 
cy, and that we are not worthy ſo 
much as to gather rhe crumbs under 
the Lord's table, | much leſs to fit 
thereat as a gueſt, 

Unworthineſs then, is hereto be 
raken in regard of the manner of Re« 
ceiving. A poor man may be unWor=- 
thy to fit at a Kings table, yer he may 
carry himſelf there worthy, thar 1s, in 
ſuch a decent behaviour as 1s agreea» 
ble tothe reverence and majeſty of the 
place in which tie if. SoWe at titis 
worthy to fir at this table, yet when 
God invites us thither, we carty our 
ſelves worthily, that 1s, in ſuch an 


| holy diſpoſition of our hearts, and re 
' 'verent demeanours in our outward a= 


Gions, as God requires of us "in ſo ſa- 
cred a buſineſs. The poverty, blind- 
neſs, lameneſs, 1s not objeRed to ſuch 
Who come-to the Marriage-fealt , 
Mai. 22, but the matter that 1s que- 
ſtoned is the Want of a Wedding- 

| Cate 
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garment, Now you know, that he who 
makes a ſolemn ſumptuous feaſt, can- 
not but rake ir as the higheſt indig- 
nity and diſhonour offered to him, 1f 
any be ſo rude as to thrult in himſeff 
among the reft in his ragged and vile 
apparrel. . Ler us then ſee, hov we 
offend in the celebration of this $:- 
crament : We ſhall know this by thar 
Which the Apoſile reproves in theſe 
Corinthians; they had many faults 
among them, they are here taxed for 
difſentions, and quarrelſone faRions 
amonglt themſelves, v. 18. for pro- 
faneſs, coming to the Sacrament with 


as little reverence, as they did to: 


their Love-feaſts; nay with leſs, hae. 
ving in thoſe feaſts firſt diſtempered 
themſelves, v. 21. for exceſs in their 
Love-feaſts, and coming thence drun- 
ken unto the Sacraments, v. 21, laſl- 


ly, for pride, and diſdain. in deſpifing - 


the poorer ſort, who had not where- 
with to carry matters in ſo brave and 
pompous a manner as themſelves.v.22. 
Thus they cared not, wich what minds 

nor 
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nor in what manner they came to the 
Lords Supper, making the Sacrament 
an occahlion of debate, hatred, riot, and 
luxury, which ſhould have been a 


cauſe of modeſty, - peace , humility, 


ſobriety, and love. The caſe was too 
too bad with them ; their diſorders 


J being ſo foul, that the Apolile pro- 


fefleth in expreſs rerms, that this their 


coming together could not be called 


a celebration of the Sacrament, [7 his 
is not, ſaith he, to eat the Lords ſupper , 
V.20,] Now What the Apolile re- 
proves in them , in regard of the fore= 
named particulars , holds true by pro- 
portion in all Communicants, in re- 
oard of other the like diſorders, where 
1n the general obſerve this concluſion: 
They who celebrate this Sacrament 
in any other manner , With other 
minds, for other ends, than Chriſt in* 
tended in his inſtitution of it, they 
obſerve it unworthily. 

For this is a general rule touching 
every part of God's worſhip. We 
mult ſerve God, not as we think ot 

* 
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bur as he harh appointed ; God muſt 
| be Judge of his own Honour : And in 
all matters of ſubſtance, there's no- 
thing fitting and agreeable to his good 
liking, but thoſe things he hath com- 
manded, obſerved, and done in the 
ſame manner which he hath preſcri- 
bed: And therefore in this Sacra- 
ment, tis not What ends and fancies 
. we have of it, but what manner of ex- 
erciſe of Religion God hath intended 
by ir, which 1s acceptable; if this be. 
neglected, rhe Supper of the Lord is 
not celebrared worthily, but unwor=- 
thily profaned, 

'Twere endleſs to reckon up all} par- 
ticulars : wherefore obſerve,rhat there 
are generally three ſorts of perſons, 
who do unwotthily receive it, I, Io. 
norant , 2- Superſticious, 3, Unre- 
formed in life. 
| 1, The ignorant, who obſerve it out 
of faſhion, courſe of life, law, and cu» 
ſtom of the country ; becauſe they are 
now-at years of diſcretion, and muft 
do as others do, but in the mean time 

| know 
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TFknow not a ſyllable what it 1s, or 
E whereabouts they go. Examin them, 
I chey cannot reli you what a Sacra« 
& ment 1s, What the outward Signs are, 
F what the graces thereby fgnitied are, 
' F what the end and uſes of a Sacrament 


be, IF you ask them theſe queſtions, 
they underſiand them no more, than 


4 if you ſpeak in an unknovn language, 
; or if they can anſwer you out of a Ca- 


rechiſm, tis by rote, they do not 


# knovy the meaning of whar they ſpeak : 


and you may perceive plainly, do but 
a lictle vary the queſtion. from that 
which they find 1n their books. Theſe 
when they come to the Sacrament are 
meerly paſſive in all their buſineſs, 
there their bodies are, there they fir, 
and do as others do ; bur for their 


- minds, they cannor tell which way to 


ſet them a work in any meditation. 

| Were I to ſpeak to an Auditory 
Which were not learned , this fault 
were mueh to be urged. Ir deſerves 
Much pity, to ſee abroad that ſome 
are not taught, and more deteſtation 
to 
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to behold, that for the greareſt parc 
they will not learn their duty in this 
or any other part of God's worſhip, 
Ic muft needs affe& the heart of any 
one, who is chriftianly diſpoſed, with ? 
ſorrow and indignation, to ſee thoſe, Þ 
who profeſs themſelves the ſervants !? 
of Chriſt, knov as lictle of him, as 
thoſe who are his open enemies. Bar- 2 
barians and Turks know the name of # 
Chriſt, and ſo dotheſe; bur for their # 
duty in his worſhip, both know a- # 
like. - 
© This and more might be ſaid, were | 
It not In this place, where knowledge ? 
doth abound: Nevertheleſs let no 
man flatter himſelf,nor another, ler us 
be well adviſed rhat none of us be ig- 
norant amongſt ſo plentiful, ſo eafie 
means of knowledge: A great fault 
itis inany,in us much greater , who, 
if we be no better than other, are 
therefore Worſe, becauſe we ought to 
be better. Ubi ſublimior prerogativa, 
major culya eſt, ſaith Salvian, and he 
gives a good reaſon for it; Prarer _ 
By 
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1 deformitatem, quam vitinm in ſe habct, 

[ 1pſo ſublins: 'tatis nomine uotatur, lon 
7 cance in matters of Religion is of ic 
$ ſelf a notable defo-miry, in every one 
# who calls himſelf Chriſtian ; but in 
# the Learned, their Profell;ion makes 
# ir much moce vikible, and odious: 
3 They who are free from this fault, are 
2 alfo free from being rouch*d by this 
$ reproof ; but ifany may julily blame 


himſelf for being Ignorant of this 


z duty, ler me be eſpeak him in Salvias's 
23 words, Non a mea ſibs boc lingua aitt 
3 eflimer, ſed a conſcientia ſua : tis nor I, 
4 bur his own conſcience Ccoth reprove 
Fhim=: And ler ſuch a one carry home 
E chis lefſon to ſtudy, Thar he, who is 
Z 19noranc, mult needs he wicked, even 


Tbecauſe he is tonorant ; nor 1s it pol- * 
Z6Gble, bur char he ould Fail i in his 
| gs whatever he 2025 about, For 
gche Sacrament, els vl un, an lgnor ant 
recelver 1s an unwor thy recetver, be. 
Fete, as the Apoſtle: ſpeaks after- 
Iward, #.29. H: diſcerneth not the 
{Lords body, he knows not what ends 


and 
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and uſes are to be made of this holy 
Sacrament, We muſt know now, that 
we have no Alcars to the unknown 
(od, nor Worſhip of a known God 
in an unknown manner, We muſt un- 
cerſtand both whom, and howv we 
wo:ſhip, elſe our ſervice of him 1s not 
AoHXN Adrpei, 2 reaſonable ſervice, as 
the Apoſtle would have it, Rom. 12. 


t. bur a blind aim, and brutiſh de- 
votion, 


_ 2, The Superſtitious, who uſe the | | 
'Sacramencr in another fafhion, and to |} 


other intents,. than ever Chriſt ap- 
pointed it. In this kind thoſe of the 
KRomiſh Church have intolerab|y per- 
verted this holy luliitution of Chciſt, 
both Prieſt, and people: There 1s 


ſcarce left any ſhadow ar all of the firſt | 


Inſtitution, all 1s corrupted and per- 
verted with fond and impious abuſes. 
Never was there any device more 
blaſphemous, and ridiculous too, than 
that abomination of the Maſs: Where |; 


in we have a Supper for the living |. "OE 


turned into a Sacrifice for on] 
ea 
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| dead » 4 Miniſter into a ſacrificing 

| Prieſt, a Table into an Alcar, Breao 

1 | and Wine 1nto rhe very Fleſh and 
| Blood, eating of bread into the de- 
youring of a living man, a cup of wine 
tncned into 2 draught of man's bloud, 
# the remembrance of Chriſt's death in- 
 '$ ro adoration of a piece of Bakers bread. 
3 All the ſimplicity of Sacramenrai 
2Qions is metamorphoſed into (irange 
2 cefticulations, crouching, ducking, 
q | croſſing over the bread, the wine, the 
$ Prieſt, the people; whiſpering and 
- | magical murmuring, Waſhing, Thift- 
E | ting from place co place, from this 
=} fide to that fide; dipping the bread 
'> IF into the wine, mingling che wine 


, F wich water, lifting up che bread up- 
"* Fon the Prieft's head ; keeping ir like 
[- '} a Beein a box, carrying 1t in Proceſ- 


Ffion, bringing ir to lick mens bed- 
Flides to keep thence evil Spirits, car- 
;Fying ir into the field in war to defend 


[c- From gun-ſhor, with a world of other 
08 "0 eremonies, crinkets, and forgeries, 
_ Xeviſed Without any ground in Scrip- 
Sy D 2 ruce 
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ture or reaſon, as may be ſeen in their 
books, and praQtices. By this they 
have turned the Sacrament into a 
Stage-play or Maſquing ſhew, where 
the poor people are SpeRtators only, 
underſtanding nothing at all, but 
feeding their eyes by gazing on the 
out-lide of empty ceremonies, and 
idolatrous people. +00 

Ic is a thing ſomewhat wonderful 1 
to conlider, whence, and how ſo great :; 
impiety ſhould ſpring from ſo plain an 
Infticution, as this of rhe Sacrament 
is, and how by courſe of time it . 
ſhould ſo far degenerate into a mix- þ 
rure of foolery, and iniquity! Bnras }F 
in Gentiliſm, the Devil having drawn 
men from the knowledge of one pure, 
1nvitible God, he eafily miſled them 
| Into infinite errors, both to frame un- Þ 
ro themſelves many Gods, and to } 


conceive moſt abſurd opinions of | 


them : So here, once having perver- | 1? 
red the ſimplicity and ſanity of ' 7 
Chriſt's Initicurion, he hath by ,de- | ; 
grees (every Age adding ome _ $ 
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trick or other?) brought it at laſt into 
that Maſs of [dolatrous Abominations, 
which © ;entiliſm ir ſelf could never 
equal, and Chriſtianity (bur that ir 
ſees it now come to paſs) could never 
have ſuſpeRed the poſlibility of fo 
great, We are highly to praiſe Al- 
mighty God, who hath delivered us, 
and chis whole Land, from corruption. 
Nevertheleſs we ought yet to be ad- 
moniſhed , that even we take heed 
of Superſtition, that 1n our ſecrer 
thoughts we incline not too Much-un- 
to the conceit of opus operatumm, Let 
none think, that the bare outward 2- 
Aions are able to ſanQifie bim » Or 
that he is the better for them, or the 
oround he rreads on for that day , 
hat if he oo faſting,he hath the more, 

if having exten before,he hath rhe leſs, 
benefit ; or that the very receiving of 


| ſick man; I confeſs, it is foto him,zand 


of '> all others , if with a pure heart and 


or 


ick | . 


' faich unfeigned i it be rightly received : 


a | Only this ſhould be looked unto, that 


D 3 Pro= 
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Proteitants in profeſſion be not Papiſts 
in ſome part of their opinion , cone 
celve too highly of the outward work, 
bur take lictle heed to the inward 
vertue. 

Againſt the ſuperſtitions uſe of this 


and all other parts of God's ſervice, 


ter us remember thar rule of Chriſt, 
1n vain they worſhip me, teaching for dc 
Arine mens traditions, © If Sciibes and 
Phariſees, Papiſts, and Proteſtants, 


 deprave God's Ordinances, or make 


new of their own, teaching them for 
Do&rines, whereby and wherein to 
worſhip and pleaſe God , (for we 
ſpeak not of lawful ceremonies, which 
make not the ſubſtance of God's wor- 
ſhip, lett any ſh+uld cavil, and flar- 
det,) in fo doing they teach an error, 
and worſhip God in vain, 

3. The unreformed, who happily 
know what belongs to the Sacrament, 


and uſe ic not with any ſuperſtitious 


conceit, bur yer they uſe 1t without 
any amendment , and reformation of | 
life, This kind of profanation is of | 

all © 


| LH 
s Þ# all moſtto be feared amongſt us,where 
- + our knowledge of the nature of the 
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+ Sacrament takes away the ſuperſtitious 
! uſe of it, Now by the Unreformed, 


I mean thoſe, in whom the uſe of rhis 
holy Sacrament breeds not a propo:= 
tionable increaſe of grace, and ſan&i- 
ty. You heard therefore, that the in- 
creaſe of many Chriſtian graces was 
intended in the commemoration of 
Chriſt's death, and where that 1s wan» 
ting, all the reft is nothins worth. 
The Sacrament 1s appointed for our 
nouriſhment : when we grow not by 
it, tis a (ign that this food was not 
rightly digeſted, but vomired up a- 
o2in; Where Faith, Repentance, 
Thankfulneſs. and Obedience are not 
increaſed, there Chriſt crucified was 
not remembred, but forgotten in this 
Sacrament. Where SanQity thrives 
not by ſo holy a means, Profaheſs 
mult needs be very rank, Guilty of 
this great fault were theſe Corinthians : 


| They came to the Sacrament, but wich: 


What Mind 2 They were uncharicable, 
5” Ss - CON 
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contentious , proud, deſpifing the 
poor, and, \ hich 1s worſt of all, ” they 
came drunken : : they are reviſtred 
for it v. 21. Who would think it poſ- 

ſible elſe, that there could be ſuch 
_ profaneſs? That a man, when. he1s 
drunk, would acventure to come un- 
to the Church, and to the Sacraments ? 
Such a one was Judas, who cameto |} 
the Paſſeover, and was, or would have : 
been, at the Lord*s Supper, with a | 
mind fufl of treaſon, and covetouſ- 
neſs ; ſuch are all they, who come . 
not having their hearts at all rouched 
with remorſe for their fins, or if for 
the preſent they .are melted, they 
ſoon fall into all their former fins 
again. For ſuch as come with a refo- 
lution to hold on In their fins, it 1s 
m-nifelt, that rhey profane the Sacra- 
. ment extre:zmly. For whereas in the 
Sacrament we make publick profeſſ- 
on of obedience to Chriſt, giving up 
©Ur names to his benourebls ſervice, 
by raking on us this badge thereof, 
nd ſo eat this bread, :nd drink his 
cup 


Seda et. Re 
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# cup in thankful remembrance of bis 
$ death, whereby that gfeart bleſſing of 
7 remiſhon of fin 1s purchaſed for vs ; 
# who can believe that they do this: 
2 hearcily, who in the mean time diſc- 
7 bey Chriſt's commandreents, deſpiſe 
2 all holineſs, continumg with delight 


and wilfulneſs in thoſe ſins for which 
Chriſt died to expiate? 1s this the 
uſe. we ſhould make of Chriſt his 
death.? Shall we contir.ue in fin, that 


3 grace may abound 2 The Apoſtle makes. 


che anſwer, God forbid, How ſhall we. 
live in fin, when Chrilt is dead for 
fn? And we. with kim (hould be- 
dead unto fin, as the Apolile argues, 

om, 6, Ir's therefore but a meer. 
mockery of God for men in the Sa-- 
crament to make ſhew of what they- 
intend not at all. Ochers come hap- 
pily. with a good meaning, to do well: 


3 1n the general; but this reſolution - 
Z holds no longer than a day,. or tivo, 


or a week, afterwards they are as bad 
as before, yeaſomewhar.worſe by their 
relapſes. The one ſorc make Chriſt 
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a patron of theic fins , thinking they: 


may more ſecurely ſerve Satan- under 
the proteQion of Chriſt's livery : the 
other, make the Sacrament a payment 
of the old ſcore, that they may the 
more freely tun on upon the new: 
The pardon of the former fins, 1s unto 
them a licence for bad praQtices to 
come. Berween both ſorts very many 
perſons profane this bleſſed Sacra. 
ment, never uſing it to any increaſe 
of piety in their ſouls ; the ſame men 
they came unts it, the ſame men they 
depart thence, only herem fill 'the 
worſe, becauſe not amended, Were 
they proud before > 'They are ſo flilt. 
Were they covetous -before? They 
are never the more liberal unto the 
poor members of Chriſt , ſor all Chriſt 
nath been ſo vonderfully gracious, as 
ro beſtow his body and blood upon 
them, Were they voluptuous before 
they went? They (ill follow the ſame 
an, 44 with all greedineſs: Drun- 
ken before, and drunkertfiill ; ' ſwea- 
rers before, apd ſvearers flitl ; de- 

= | [piſers 
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ſpiſers of Gol's ſervice; and true re» 
ligion , ſcoffers ar Chrittian piety, 
Ignorant, unbelteving, unfairhful, un 
thankful, unpenirent , envious, and 
malicious before "they went to the 
Sacramenc, and they are the fame men 
fill. They bave indeed been ar the: 
Sacrament, and there they profeſs o- 
penly to be of the number of thoſe 
who [do truly and earneſtly repenc 
them of all their fins, who are 1n love 
and charity with their neighbours, 
who intend to lead a holy life follow- 
ing Gods commandments, and walk. 
ing thenceforth in his holy ways,} | 
they there ſeem to confeſs, that {they 
are heartily ſorry for their miſdoings, 
that the remembrance . of their fins ts. 
erievous, the burden of them is tnto- 
lerable :} Yea, they gofarther, pro- 
miſings all amendment, when they 
ſay, {Here we offer and preſent unco 
the Lord our ſelves, our ſouls, our 
bodies, tobe a reaſonable, holy,” and 
lively ſacrifice.] ; 
Are not here good Words > Bur 
| | what's 
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what's the effe&t of all theſe Prayers, 
#nd Pioteſtations ? Look upon them, 
you (hall ſee nothing ar zll performed 
of th:t \kich was ſpoken ; there 1s no 
alceration in thery, they are ſill the 
ſme men they were before, What 
Jeremy ſpoke unto thoſe falſe-hearted 
jews, Jer. 42. 20, (Smrely-Jou diſſem- 
bled 1n your hearts, when you ſent me 


unto the Lord your God, ſaying, Pray q 


for us unto ihe Lord our God, and ac- 
cording 10 all that the Lord our God ſhall 
ſay, declare unto 14, and we will doit, ) 
may be applied unto theſe men :; que- 
fonleſs rhey thought not of what they 
ſpake, or ſpake what they did not 
mean, when they thus profefled be- 
fore the Lord and his Church their 
Reventance, and reſolution for Obe- 
dience,' No, theſe were but proud 


words of courſe 5. if the heart had in. 


tended vhat the tongue utrered,. it 
nad not been poſſible for men to tell 
God a Lye, unto his face, in ſo ſeti. 
ous a matter. Was indeed the bur. 
den of Sin intolerable 2 Was the ſor - 

| r0'Y 
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row for it hearty, and earneſt then ? 
And is yet the praQice of the ſame ſins 
pleaſant, eaſie, and full of content- 
'3 ment? Is any man ſo mad as to thruft 
#Z his ſhoulders under the weight, which 
7 he knows to be unſupporrable > And 
what is now become of all the {weet- 
neſs and mercy - cf our. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in pardoning that which was 
paſt ? Was it never felt atall, or1s1t 
ſo foon forgotten, or may be ſo eah- 
ly recovered ? Is his love ſo little 
worth, as thou wilt part with it for any 
toy ? Or is it ſo common, or cheap, 
that a fair word or two can Wan It ? 
Is it. credible, that thoſe who have 
indeed waſhed their garments. in the 
blood of the Limb, and made them 
white, would ſo quickly defile them 
again , had they been of a tight breed, 
8, e. ſheep of the Lora's flock, and not 
ſwine of another heard ? 
Wherefore no let every one of.us 
& deſcend into his ovn heart, and try 
& howthe caſe ſands with bis foul:: If 
| his conſcience tell him, that he "y 
\F | 


JEW, 
bad chis year as he was the laſt, as 
unreformed after, as before the Sacra- 
ment; that his heart 1s as full of evil 
thoughts, his mouth of unſeemly, un- 


clean, and curſed ſpeakings, his life 'Z 


of careleis and irreligious praQtices as 
ever ; let him conclude with himſelf, 
that hicherto he hath eaten this 
bread, and drank this cup of the Lord 
unworthily, moſt ſhamefully abuſing 


that to profaneſs and impiety, Which - 


God h ath appointed for the exerciſe 
of holineſs, and rrue deyotion, 
Hicherto of the fin it ſelf, how, and 
by whom ir is committed. In the 
next place we muft conſider of the 
quality of ic, Tis very hainous, and 
they who commir it, are guilty of the 
body, and blood of the Lord, A very 
hard cenſure of a fault, which ſeems 
not very great, Whar, to prophane the 
Sacraments , ſhall ir be accounted 


murder, and blood-guiltineſs? An a- # 


becting and conſenting to the darmna- 
ble fa&t of Judas, and the Jews, in 
crucifying the Lord of life ! —_ J 
nble F 
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{3 bleoffence, bur here not much out of 
# the way, ler us learn one obſervati- 
Z on, which may be of uſeto reQtfie 
Z our judgments, in this, and other the. 
'2 like marrers : tis this, wy, 
F Thequality of in is not to be mea- 
ſured by ours, but by God's judg- 
ment of it. < DIE 
eA' the heavens are above the earth, 
fo are my ways bigber than you ways, 
| and my thoughts above your tbonghts, 
faith Ged, I. 55.8, Tis true in all 
| things, and it holds in this alfo about 
the nature of fin; God ſceth not as 
| man feeth, he judgerh not as man 
judgeth. Tis as natural for man to 
extenuate fin, as tis to ſin; to make a 
fmall faulr of a great , as no fault < 
_ a little one. Our love to pleaſure 
fin blinds our judgment, in diſcernin 
of its filthy nature; whence iſſued 
the notorious depravation of the un 
of God, by the ſo favourable and flat 
tering interpretations thereof, which 
the Phariſees of old brought in, ma 


thoſe of Rome ſtill maintain, yea na 
tz 
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rurally every one of us allow them in 


our hearts. Alas, what great harm | 


can there be 1n. rhis, to be raſhly an- 


ery when a man's vrg'd toit? To call } 


our brother fool? to: look on a wo- 


man with ſome 111 defire, and no j 
more ? To ſwear by Jeruſalem, by | 
the Temple, by the Alcar, by ones | 


head, this hand, this light, or ſuch 


\ other hike oaths. Theſe be ſmall 


matters, venial fins; and why ſhould 


we be ſo nice, as not to think the Pha- | 


riſees were in the right, leaving out 
ſuch. petty matters, as not forbidden 


by the law.? True, moſt men would | 
_ think ſo, -but our great and only Do | 
Qtor Chriſt Jeſus, whom we ought. to ! 


hear, hath raughr us another leſſon; 
Not to judge any thins a toy, or trifle, 


which breaks God's law, and brings 2 
the ſoul in danger of. bell fire. See } 
Matth, 5, For a man, whoſe calling ? 
Tequires it, not to reprove his bro- } 
cher, when he ſees him.run into an ill 3 
_ courſe, and by loving rebuke to re- | 


claim. him, would be interpreted by 


} 
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in JmoRt for a courteſie rather than un- | 
M YFkindneſs; why ſhould he meddle, 
” J2nd pur his friend ' into melancholly, 
al 


Fand provoke him to anger, and diſlike 
Fof him, with many pretences > See 
J$now what God judgeth of this kind 
TS keartedneſs, he calls it hatred of our 
F brother, in plain terms, Levit, 19.17. 
$3 Thos ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine 
ll ff heart, i.e. Thou ſhalt in ary wiſe re= 
ld buke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin ug 
& Yon him, Saul had a fair excuſe one 
ut I would have thought ; the people muſt 
en | hvea lictle content in the fpoil, the 
ld J 4malckires and God muſt have a ſa- 
0* F crifice £00 z If then ſomething of the 
(O Þ beſt be ſpared for deſttrugion , will 
2; | Samueltakeit ſo hainouſly ? Yea, that 
C, | hewill, and God alſo, who by Sams- 
gs Felrels Saul, that howſoever he flight 
ee Þ the matter, yer this his offence was 


12 Þ}f Rebellion, and that as bad as-witch- 
O- I craft, that his tranſgreſſlion was ini- 
11 F quity and idolatry, and that which 


Ce Z vill orieve Saul more rhan the loſs of 
& God's favour, he ſhall looſe his King- 
Y dom 
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dom by it. 1 Sam, 15. Its a ſmall F 
thing to eat an Apple ; true, but tis | 

a great matrer to diſobey Cod : and if | 

Adam tranſgreſs, though bur in raking 


of an Apple, he ſhall dye for ir, and } 


all his poſterity, Nothing then is ; 


ſmall, whereupon depends the ſanQity 
of Gods commandment, and our 


obedience, 


Now here you muſt remember, rhar | 


there's a double reaſon, why we our | 
ſelves are not equal judges of the nas» | 


ture and quality of ſin. 


I. Pecauſe we are the parties ace | 


cuſed, as guilty of (in, and therefore | 
we cannot be equal Arbitrators of our | 
own cauſe, -where love of our fin and | 
of our ſelves muſt needs make us pate | 


rial, 

2. Our judgment 1s not the rule 
of Righteouſneſs, but only God's will, 
and God's law : He 1s the only Law- 
giver, who muſt fave, or deſtroy, ac- 


quit, or condemn he is the perſon. : 


offended, who can only without par- 


riality interpret the quality of the - 
offence, Let | 


all 1 
tis | 
d if | 
Ing 
nd ! 
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Let this then be a caution to make 
us look about us, and adviſe what We 
have to do: when we deal with fin, 
we know not what we go about 3 when 
Ewe meddle with it, it's like intermeC. 
ling with State-bufireſs 5 a ſmallmat= 
rer, as a Word miſplaced, a circume 
tance nor obſerved, throws a man 
£ before he be aware into a Premunire, 
| or Treaſon. Power is in the hand of 
a King, and tis he muſt inrerpret how 

$ fac he takes himſelf wronged by the 
F atcemprt: Soin fin, when we med- 
dle with it, we meddle with God,out 
chief Soveraign Lord ; our allegiance 
to Heaven 1s firaightway called In 
7 queſtion, every offence in this caſe 1s 
x capital, and incurs the puniſhment of 
* Rebellion. Wherefore ir concerns 
2 us ſoto think of fin as God ſpake of it, 


3 2nd in this foint leſs than any to 
cleave unto our own Wiſdom, but be 
ruled by his: All our diftinaions , 
® extenuarions, qualifications, rejetions 
upon others, good inventions, With a 
= chouſand ſuch other ſhifts, will vaniſh 
'S away 
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away into horror, and utter confuſion, | 
when God ſhall lay Righteouſnels in 
the Ballance, and cenſure our ſins ac- | 


_ cording to his moſt impartial and ex- 
a& judgment, 

Thus much I thought 18 not amiſs 
fo obſerve by the way, ſeeing the 
Apoſtle ſeems to go far 1n cenſuring 


this fin of univorthy communicartins, | 


 tobenoleſs a fault rhan eviltineſs of 
Blood. That we may not think, that 


the Spirit of God ſpeaks by an Hyper- | 
bole, bur that we may learn as here, ſo | 


 Inother things, to bring our judoments | 


co his, and not to qualifie his by our 
Rhetorical devices, we muſt now pro+« 


ceed to enquire , whar the Apoflle | 
means, when he ſaith, that fuch as | 
eat and drink unworthily, are guilty | 


of the body and blood of the Lord. 


By the Pody and Blood of the Lord, | 


he means the death of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


who was crucified, and his bloud ſhed | 
by the Jews. Bur here's che queſtion, 7 


why ſuch as profane the Sacrament © 


F : I 
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are; guilty 'of Chriſt's death ? 
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I anſwer, Guilcineſs of x fault reach» 


FJeth parcly rothe AQors, partly to the 
J Abecrors of 1r, ſuch as give conſel and 


aid ro the doing, or conſent unto it 
when 1c 1s done ; thoſe are the prin- 
cipal, theſe the acceſſory ; and in all 
crimes which are capital, the ſame 
puniſhment 1s due unto both. Now 


J the jews were the principal AQtors, 


and ſo in the firlt place guilty of the 
death of Chriſt, at whoſe hands his 


$ blood, innocently ſhed, ſhall be re- 
J quired. Bur others may be Abetrors 
q co this cheir faR, as both che poſtert- 


ty of the Jews are unto this day, who 


8 blaſpheme his name, and account him 


juſtly pur to death by their fathers as 
a malefactor, and deceiver, for which 
cauſe they ft1ll feel rhe vengeance of 
God upon t hem, according to their 
fathers curſe, Hi blood be upon #4 and 
our children 3 and alſo many Chriſtians 


# there are, who profeſling the name of 
= Chriſt, yer deny the vertue of his 
# death, and ſufferings. 


| Buris any Chrifian ſo wicked, as 
Lo 


| (70) 

coallow of rhe fa& of the Jews in cru. 
cifying Chrit > Yea that 'rhere is, 
even all thoſe who uſe this Sacrament 
of his body and bloul unworthily 
they allow it, and by ſo doing ate gwil- 
ry of his death.. - But how can this be 
ſo ? Thus : He that profaneth, and 
abuſech the holy Sacrament, doth-in a 
ſpecial manner ofter contempt unto 
the body and blood of Chriſt, for as 
much as this Sacrament 1s appointed 
tothis very end, to be a (ign and vi- 
ſible repreſentation of rhe death of 
Chriſt, wherein his ſufferings, and 
the benefits of them unto us, are- in 
lively charaQters figured our before us, 
and as a ſeal confirmed unto our uſe 
and comfort: Wherefore when this 
molt ſolemn, and holy commemora- 
ion of Chriſt crucified, is celebrated 
in any other manner, than what 1s a- 
oreeable to the greatneſs and dignity 
of fo excellent a perſon, ſo excelleat 
a bleſſing as Chriſt crucified is unto 
us ; then howſoever we may think we 
honour him with our outward ſervice, 

yet 


1 C71.) 
K yer Chriſt takes himſelf co be diſho. 
®noured, and his death deſpiſed. 
3 Other ways there are , whereby 
'$diſhonour falls upon Chriſt, as by diſ- 
Tobedience to his Goſpel, deÞilmg his 
Z Miniſters, &c. bur chis is an imme- 
Fdiate contempr of him, when he is 
F diſregarded in that very thing, which 
Þ ſers forth his death and ſufferings ; 
J an indienity in this kindis a villany 
# that's offer'd properly and immedi- 
# ately againſt his ſacred perſon, and 
| pretious merits: As In a like, but 
T much inferior caſe, when che PiQure, 
3 Seal, Arms, Chair of Eſtate of any 
& King are violated, the diſgrace ofs 
| fered tothem immediately redounds 
FT tothe contempt of the King's perſon, 
& and the doer of it is puniſhed, as if 
$ be had artempred violence upon the 
# King himſelf : So he, who unvorthi- 
= ly uſeth chis- Sacrament of Chriſt his 
| Death, muſt needs offer contempt to 
© this Dearth ir ſelf. Nov no man can 
& 1n any fort diſefieem the death of 
g Cbriſt, bur he in pare conſents to the 
rrea- 


(72) 
treaſonable conſpiracies and pradices 
of Judas, and the Jews, inputting him 
to death, as if it was a matrer nor ill 
. done, or not ſo 111 done as it was in- 2} 
deed; yea, he who ſlightly pafſeth # 
_ over the death of an innocent perſon, ? 
making a {mall matcer of ir, he either 
makes the 1nnocent indeed to be no- | 
cent, one Who hath juſtly deſerved to {© 
be lain, who being lain deſerves ſo | 
lictle regard,or art leaſt he makes him- 
ſelf nocent, breeding a juit ſuſpicion | 
that he was or would have been con- | 
ſenting to that man's death. - 
You ſee then, that it is no ſmall | 
matter to prophane the Sacrament, 
bur a very hainous offence, which 
brings us within the guilt of that hor- ' 
rible fin of murdering the Lord of 
Life, The thovebt whereof ſhould 
make us tremble, and deteſt both 
them who did it, and our ſelves roo, 
if we be acceſſary to it, "This ſhould 
make us very careful, and wary, how 
we approach unto the Table of the 
Lord, ſeeing as the benefic 1s grear, if 
Ye 
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Be receive this holy Sacrament a- | 
Fright, ſo the danger 1s as great, if we 


Freceive 1k unworthily, becauſe there- 
. Yby we become guilcy of the death of 
4 Chriſt. 
$ I would I might perſwade you to 
Fehiak ſeriouſly of chis point 5 much 
Fraſhneſs and impiery in coning to 
Fthe Sacrament would be prevented by 
FSthis means, if we duly confider'd 
how fearful a ſin they commit, when 
they come unpreparedly and unreve- 
- Frently rhereunto. All rhe difficult 

| Flies in this, if they would believe char 
11 Frhis were Cuch & fault indeed : The | 
r, | Apoſtle we ſee 18 expreſs, Whoſoever 
-h Weateth unworthily, &c, Burt yer men 
r- Yean hardly affent unto this. What, are 
of | they nor baprized into the name of 
id || Chriſt ? Are they not Chriſtians, pro- 
th Efeſling the Goſpel of Chriſt 2 Do they 
0, Rnor receive the Sacrament in honour 
1d of Chriſt, and will you yer judge 
»w fſchem ſuch unworthy miſcreants, that 
he Frhey are conſenting to the death of 
if Mtheir Saviour ? They Were not Wor- 


thy 
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thy to live an hour; if they did bear ! 
an 11] thought toward him ; they could * 
- Wiſh him accuiſed, whoſoever loves 2? 
not the Lord Jeſus , as for themſelves, * 


they love him,and honour him in their i 


hearts. If any Jew or Twk ſhould | 
revile him, they will fight him, ard |} 
dye for his ſake ; yea, if any afhim | 
chat they hace him, they willeſteem | 


it as the moſt ſtudied aftront. 

Here now be great words one 
would think, and men who are thus 
reſolved, can we juds them any other 
than the very friends of Chrit > We 
judee'them not, bur let us hear what 
the Scripture ſaith : He that eats &c. 


anworthily, is guilty &c. Guilty he 1s 


not but by conſent, conſent he would 
not anleſs he did deſpiſe, and hate 
Chriſt : This he cannor do, and be 


his friead ; yer this he may do, even 
then whilit he eats this bread, and. 


drinks this cup, with a good meamng 
as he 1magins, In a honourable cele» 
bration of the memory of Chriſt his 
death : Wherefore thar ſuch men may 
| | nor 


his 


not 


13-7: 
not deceive themſelves with vain ima- 
oinations, I will commend unto their 
obſervation one Concluſion more C 
& which ariſerh from rhſe words, and 
then I have done. 'T'is th's, 

Many who profeſs Chriſtiarity , 
chinking that they love and ho« 
nour Chril, may yer hate him 
as much as the Jews did, who 
crucified him, 

The point 1s clear from the Apo- 

Mes doctrine, whereby we may ſee, 
rhzt men may think to honour Chritt 
by receiving the Sacrament of his bo« 
a, and bloud, whilſt yer at that very 
time they may fo far diſhonour him, 
as to be accounted enemies, and ha. 
ters of him , ſuch as ſtand ovilty be- 
fore God for the ſhedding of the 
blood of chart his only Son, No Chri- 
ſtianz you may be ſure, will be ſo fu- 
riouſly mad, as to go to the Sacrament 
wich ſuch :n intent , therein to pro- 
feſs bis malice againſt Chriſt, and bring 
upon himſelf the ouilt of his blood : 

now ſee how bad it is to truſt our own 
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oo0d meaning, and how eaſily we may 
lament a fault, whilſt we verily think } 
we do avoid it, The heart of man 1s 
wicked, many times making the grea-' | 


reſt profeſſion of love, when tis full t 


of imbittered enmity, and hatred : 7 
withall, man's heart 1s ſo ſirangely ! 
deceitful, that it may oftentimes MF. 

' hare, where it dire&ly intends to 7 

love. = 

The truth of this 1s certain, and of | 
ſneular uſe in judging truly of our | 
Spiritual eſtate, I will but briefly ! 
rouch it, ſo much as concerns our pre- ? 
ſent purpoſe. 
Exod, 20.5. -God threatneth to 1 
puniſh Idolacers to che fourth gene- |; 
ration : Yea, but why ſhould God be #5 
chus incenſed with his friends ? They 7 
honour God, and would not for any : 
reaſons whatever rob him of his glory; 1 
it's not the Creature, but Him they j 
wo:ſhipin the creature : Their piety | 
rowards him tis ſogrear, that willingly : 
they would h:ve him always in cheic | 
minds, and what better than an Image ? 
to 


(m) 


'F coput them in remembrance ? 'They 
& deſire much to have their weakneſs 
\ F helped, and a lively piRure 1s a {in- 


oular matcer to tir up devotion : Be- 


' (FF fides, their reverence of his Majeſty 
F 1s ſo much, thir in very modelly they 


will not preſume into: his preſence, 
but by mediation of a Saint, - or an 


 ÞF Angel; and he who honours God's 
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friends, deth he diſhonour God ? 

Thus plead the Idolaters of the #9- 
miſh Church, and the like prerences | 
had the ancient Idolaters amoneſt the 
Gentiles, and the Jews, thinking ve- 


rily that in thus doing, they had de- 
Mmonſtrated much love towards God. 


Bur doth God take it ſo ? No, in his 
wrath and jealouſie he will puniſhthem 
as haters of him. For did they love 
him, they would have kept his Com- 
mandments , as it 1s (v. 6.) worſhip-= 
ping him as he hath preſcribed, nor as 
themſelves lifted. And this hatred, 
which Idolaters bear towards God, ts 
molt manifeſt, when at any time God 
ſhall ſend his Prophets, and Miniſters, 


C0) 
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:o charge them with God's. command- 


ment, and to require them upon thetr | 
allegiance to forſake ſuch courſes. ! 


7] hen doth the malice and bitterneſs 1 


of ther hearts break Qutragioully forth, 1 


in all deſpight, contempr, and E=- # 


vil tſage of the Lord's Meſſengers, 2s Þ 
211 rhe ſtories of the Scripture do te- } 
liifie. Again , there's no doubt, but | 
that the Scribes and Phariſees thought Þ 
rhat Chriſt uſed them very harcly, || 
and uncharitably, v hen he told them, | 
that they alloxed the deeds of their || 
forefathers, in murderipg the holy | 
Prophers of the Lord. Chriſt, if he / 
would, might ſee well enough, that 
they Were no ſuch men, nor ſo bloody . 
minded, their doings teſtifie the high 1 
opinion they have of the Prophets, 
[ for they build the tombs of the Prophets, | 
and garniſh the ſepulchers of the righte- 
exs :| Let their own words bewitneſs | 
of the diſlike rhey have of ſuch fowl 4 
faQs, [ If, ſay they, we had been in the | 


days of our forefarhers, we would not 


have been partakers with them mm the © 
- | blood % 
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| blood of the Prophets.) No, would not ? 


Then tis likely, a Prophet ſhall find 
honourable entertainment amoneſt the 


Y Scribes, and Phariſees, if he live in 
E their days, Now ſee, tis a Prophet 
&# who ſpeaks unto rhem, that great. and 
# onely Prophet, whereof all others 
7 ſpake, namely the Meſſias ; if they 
# honour any, they will ſurely honour 
# him: Notting leſs; the very ſame 
F murderous mind their fathers bore 


towards the old Prophets, the ſme 
do theſe their children carry towards 
this Prince o Prophets: Witneſs 
that of Chriſty Joh, 8. 40. Now you 
go about to kill me, a man that has told 
you the truth, which I have beard from 
God: And as much kindneſs would 
theſe men haye ſhewed to any of the 
old Prophets, had they been living, 
and 2s eager in rebuking thoſe vices, 
for which Chriſt raxed thoſe times. 
W herefore Chriſt knowing the un- 
gracious temper, of their hearts, full 


| of all hypocriſy and wickedneſs, jult- 
| ly pronouncerh them guilty of their 
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fathers fault, and tels them in plain | 
., terms, that the bloud of all the Prophets 
ſhed from the foundation of the world," 
ſhall be required of that generation , as ? 
you may read Luke 11, 47. Tc. : 

Again, ſhould theſe Phariſees, and 
other Jews , who crucified Chriſt, } 
have been told before hand how vilely / 
and malitiouſly. rhey would uſe the 3 
long expeRed Meſhas, whom they fo } 
much honoured, and defired after ; | 
with what indignation think, you | 
would they have defyed him , who 
ſhould thus have called their Loyalty 5 
into queſtion ? Chriſt is now come } 
amongſt them : do rhey receive him | 
lovingly? No, now their impatient 
love unto the Meſlias is turned into | 
hatred, and deſpight: they vilihe : 
him by baſe reproaches , and conſpire | 
againſt him by all means poſlible. 
Whar was the cauſe of this, did not 
Chrit manifet himſelf even unto ' 
their conſciences who he was ? Yes, j 
bur what fruſtrates their expeQation ? 1 
It was another manner of Meſlias |} 
they I 


( 81) 
they lookt for, a magnificent King» 

under whom they might triumph, and - 
lord it over all the world, live in ſtate, 
and enjoy their pleaſures ; ſuch xone 
E they expeRed, ſuch a one they loved. 

TX As for Chriſt he Was a poor man mn 
F ſfhew,and lictle hope they ſaw of great 
matters by him : Beſides, he was, as 
chey thought, too buiſie and vigorous 
in reforming the monſtrous abuſes of 
the Jewiſh Church: he was, as a- 
lachy propheſies of him, /ike 4 purging 
fire, and like Fullers ſope, ſting himſelf 
down to try and refine the ſilver ; yea, 


EZ even to purifie the ſons of Levi , and to 


purge them as gold, ard ſilzer, that he 
might offer unto the Lord a ſacrifice in 
righteouſneſs, Mal. 3. 2,3. He: endea- 
vours to deliroy ambition, coveteouſ- 
neſs, hypocrifie, and other great enor-= 
miries of the Phariſees, Scribes, and 
other chief Rulers: He ſpares none, 
bur freely reproves evety offender, 
and {mites at every cocruption With 
thar rwo-edged ſword, which gceth 
Out of his mouth. This inragerth che 
E 5 COT = 
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cortupt minds of the Jews, and quite } 
dJaſherh all their imaginary love and | 
reſpe& which they ſeemed to bear 
to the Meflias ; the honour, and good 
affeions, which they had conceived 3 
towards his perſon, 1s turned ipto the # 
very gall of bitterneſs ; when once | 
his perſon appears accompanied with | 
ſuch © circumRances.,..J and ' qualities, } 
which are utterly-diftaſiful ro their i 
falſe opinions, and corrupt affeRions : | 

- So thar new, as the Prophet Malachy | 
had foretold, ſo it fals out , #ho may 
abide the day of hu comeg, and who 
may endure when be appeareth? Mal.3.2. |} 
Theſe Jews could not endure it with | 
any patience, not any Whoſe hearts are 
like unto theirs. 

Now the cauſe of all this, vhy men 
1ndeed may hate that eood they ſeem 
to love, 15 from that perpetual emni- 
ry which is between the fleſh, and the 
ſpirir, corruption, and grace. A bad 
man, who is unregenerate, may for 
ſome reſpeRs profeſs much liking and 
| love of the Goſpel, and Religion, and 
\ | he 


- 483} / 


he may for the preſent ſpeak as he 


thinks; but in the mean time he is 


aware, that (till there remains in bim 
a root of bitterneſs, deeply implanted 
in his nature, which till ic be plucked 
up, makes all religion diſtaſtful unto 
him. There's in him an habitual cor- 
rupt temper of his hearr, that ſtands 
utterly oppoſite to grace, 2nd good-- 
neſs ; and let it be but once liirred 


by the preaching and application of 


the Word, you ſhall ſee preſently, that 
the man who made (hev of much af- 
feRion to Chriſt, and his Goſpel, nov 
boyls in fierce rage and inward malice 
avainſt them ; his. heart ſwells with 
very ſcorn and diſdain to be brought 
under the command of the Word ; 
and now he teſtifies ro all the world 
that he cares not for God, -Chrilt, 
Prophet, Apolile, or Miniſter ; they 
are none of his friends, who vill thus 
obliinarely oppoſe him in his content= 
mencs, and he will be an enemy to all 

who thus controul him. | 
Wherefore you ſee then how dan- 
gerous 


(84) 
gerous It is to trult to our ſelves, 
wherein if we take not great heed, 
we may be Chriſt's worſt enemies, at 
the ſame time when we think we are 
his greateſt friends. 

Let this be obſerved by thoſe who 
are pt to think, Oh, if Chriſt lived 
. on the earth, or the Apoſtle Paxl, or 
ſome other of thoſe famous men were 
alive to preach unto us, we ſhould ho.. 
nour them with all poſſible reverence, 
we would kiſs the ground they flood 
on, chain our ears to their lips, follow 
them, hearthem, obſerve, do as they 
bid us! Fond conceits of men, who 
know not what they ſay! Such was 
the opinion of the Phariſees rouching 
the old Prophets, Oh, had we now lt 
ved, ſuch was the rich man's dream 
in hell, O father Abrakam but if one 
came from the dead! We know how 
vain theſe imaginations were , and 
will always prove : Menadmire ver- 
rue when they ſee it nor, and the old 
Proverbis true, Dead men do not bite's 
the Prophets are dead, Chriſt is gone 

to 
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to heaven, Paxl preaches no more, 
rheir names are now moſt honourable, 
tis a credit to be their Diſciplesz and 
as for their Writings, we can chooſe 
either not to read them, or not to ap- 
ply them. | 

Bur did we indeed ſee the holineſs, 
humility, zeal, fincerity againſt ſin, 
firineſs of converſation, fill living 
and breathing in theſe men; were 
Chriſt again in that humbled eftate, or 
any of his ſervants, to preach unto us 
out of our Pulpits ; ſhould they with 
their accuſtomed boldneſs, and zeal, 
rebuke the diſorders which are a- 
moneſt all ſorts of men, the Atheiſm, 
infidelity., profaneſs, pride, luxury, 
oppreſſio, and the like, that are now 
in the Chriſtian world, Chrift mult be 
crucified again, and ſcorned as much 


2s ever; Paul ſhould again be accu- 


ſed, by many a Tertullus, for a peftilent 
fellow, for a mover of ſedition, through> 
out the world , Atls 24. 5. Amariah 


$ Would make a complaint upon' Amos . 


to Jeroboaw, that Ames bath conſpired 
againſt 


(86 ) 


againſt him in the midſt of the houſe of 


Iſrael, and that the land is wot able to 
bear all bis words, Amos 7. 10, Abab 


would again call E.z/ah a troubler of | 


Iſrael, and his enemy, becauſe he re- 
proves him of Idolatry, coveteouſneſs, 
and murder. 1 Kings 18. 17. Look 
what meaſure they found in their 
rimes, the {ame they ſhould find now : 
The reaſon is manifeſt from that of 
Selomon, Prov. 29. 27. He that is up- 
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right in his way, ts an -abomination | 
#nto the wicked, Iwpiety and ungod- | 
lineſs abhor the fellowſhip of piety, | 
and holineſs ; they who doevil will 


hace the light, and that of Chriſt holds 
o00d for ever , Joh. 7.7, The world 
bateth me, becauſe 1 teſtify of it that the 
wor ks thereof are evil, . It hated him 
then in his own Perſon, it hateth him 
now in his Word, Sacraments, Mini- 


 fiers, and Ambaſſadors ; all which are 


| by ungratious men, yer calling them- 


_ - ſelves Chriſttans, derided, ſcoffed, | 
concemned, and trampled upon by af 


thouſand indignities, and they wil 
ful 
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Ritl hate hiv, ſo long as Chriſt by hig 
Word and Miniſters ſhall rebuke men 
of all their ungodly doings, Ir is not 
poſſible that men ſhould ever love 
thoſe, in whom, as Sal/viay ſpeaks, de 
gub, lib. 8. Nihil vident ſunm , quoe 
niam Dei totum, They ſee nothing 
2erecable to their own humours, be- 
cauſe all things are agreeable to Gods 
will. 

To conclude, then let us not rhink, 


# becauſe we are baptized, hear the 


# Word, receive the Sacrament , that 
$ we are grown ſuch as do truly love 


and honour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
No, let us go upon a ſurer ground, 
which is that moſt certain and infal- 
lible rule which ChriRt gives, Foh. 1 5. 
14. Te aremy friends, if ye do what- 
ſoever I command ye: He loves him 
truly, who loves to obey him, and for 
his ſake will be content to do any 
thing which he enjoyns him. Be diſo- 


© bedienr, and pretend what thou wilt, 
© thou art an enemy of Chriſt,and Chrift 


an enemy of rhine, Think of this ſe- 
riouſly, 


( 8S ) 
riouſly, as many as have your heatts 
touch'd by God to go unto the Sa- 
cramem, that they may firſt purge 
theic ſouls of rheir 1nward rebelhon, 
and natural hatred of Chrift; left 
whilſt they 1n the Sacrament ſeek for 
life by his death, they become ouilty 
of his. death, And remember , that 
the bloud of Chriſt ſprinkled on the 
ſoul by an holy faith , ſpeaks better 
things than the bleod of Abel, namely 
for mercy and pardon to be given' us; 
| ſowhere ris deſpiſed, and rroden un- 
der foot, betng counted as an holy 
. thing, 1t cryes much louder for ven- | 
geance than the bloud of Abel, and - 
deſerves a heavier puniſhment than 
any tranſgreflion againſt Moſes law, 
Heb. IQ, 28, Sy, 
Thus we have ſcen the nature and 
quality of this fin of unworthy parta- 
king of the Lord's Table : Ir follows, 
that we go forward unto the means, 
which the Apoſtle preſcribes. for the 
avoiding of this fin, and that is a dilti- i 


gent examination of a mans ſelf beſves | 
| ; e 


ee: (89 ) - 
he come unto the Sacrament. This 
the Apoſile ſers down, v. 28. 1n theſe 
words : | 
Wherefore let a man examin himſelf, 


and ſo let him eat of that bread, 
ard drink of that cup. 


The words. need not any curioſity 
in the diviſion, or interpretation .of 
them ; the ſence is plain, 

Here's a duty commended unto us, 
that 18, Exammation of oxes ſelf ; and 
the time, or particular occaſion which 
requires it , that's before we come to 
the Sacrament, Tis nor left to our 
diſcretion, the words are imperative, 
let a man examine himſelf, let him eat - 
he muſt do both, bur firſt examin, then 
eat, The praRical Concluſion, that 
hence ifſues our, is this : 


Ic is a neceſſary duty of every one, 
firſt to examin himſelf, before 
he preſume to come to the Lords 


Table. 
In unfolding to you this point of 
e. moſt 
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molt excellent practice in Chriſtiani» 
ty, ler us aſcend a lictle from the par- 
ticular to the general: Firſt touching 
the nature, neceſſity, and uſe of ſelf- 
examination conſider'd at any time 
then deſcending to the explication of 
rhis duty, With its particular relation 
ta-the Sacrament. 

Toexamin ones ſelf 1s, in brief, to 
take a true ſurvey of our Spiritual 
eſtate in grace. This ts done by come 
paring our preſent condition, what, we 
find 1n our ſelves, with the Sctlprure, 
The Scriptures are they, which ſup- 
ply unto us all articles to be inquired 
of ; telling us what is good, and re- | 
quited of us, what evil, and forbid- 
den.us,.. They acquaine us With the 
nature of every fin, of every grace, | 
making a full diſcovery of the kinds | 
and properries of both. Whea a man jj 

ſhall queſtion himſelf upon ſuch in- | 

rerrogatories as theſe : Such and ſuch | 
6ns are forbidden. in the Ward , and | 
they who love, and live in praftice of 
them, are wicked and graceleſs per- | 
|  fſons;4 
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ſons ; Am 1 one of them, who delight 
in ſuch things? Again, ſuch and ſuch 
oraces and duties are required of all 
thoſe, wh are truly good, and godly 
men : Have I thoſe graces, do I pra- 
Qice thoſe duties > The Conſcience 
being thus examined will return a true 


| anſiver to evely queſtion, Yea, Or 


Nay : whence it w1l be eaſfie to give 
a cenſure of our Spiritual eſtate, how 
matters go with us in regarc of grace, 
or corruption, on 

This is in few words Self- examina. 
tion, the neceſſity of which duty will 
appear, by conſideration of a double 
conſequent that follows : 1. One upe 
on the Negle&, 2. the other upon 
the PraRice thereof. 

1, The negle& of this Chriſtian 


J duty breeds ignorance of a man's Spi- 
S ricual eſtate, a fault very eafie to be 
Fun into : but be ye aſſured of the 


oreat danger to thoſe, who take no 
notice of it in themſelves. Tis true, 
that man's heart is deceitful above all 


Fehings, and cis very difficult ro know 


.1t 
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it throughly ; beſides that, love of 
fin, and ſelf-love, makes us unwilling 
- to ſee our own foul corruptions, or to 
enquire after ſuch vertues, and graces, 
as we know the want of them would 
but grieve us, and we ſuppoſe withall 
that if we had them, they would be 
bur a burden unto us; we are of- 
ren apt to caſt a veil upon our under- 
ſRandings, and take up our reſt in 1g. 
norant perſwaſions thar all 15 well 
With us, .becauſe we lift not to know 
what we want : which reſolution how 
dangerous it is, will ſoon appear to 
any, Who can underſtand what miſ- 
chiefs theſe are, namely hardneſs of 
hearr, preſumptuous boldneſs in fin« | 
ning, .continual danger to fall from 
bad to wotſe, and a fearful preparation 
for all future terrors. There is 00 
Milſone or Adamant ſo yielding to 
the hammer, as is that heart, which 
hath once for all raken up this con- 
clufion, All is well with me, Counſel 
him, admoniſh him, threaten him out 
of the Word, /apids dieris, (in __ 

cher 


u ” TY Fan eo kf ww I FI 


: Gi "WV ag (bd © 


Fa 


et? 


”I 


p_ :« w qe3a2es WU tG ow 5 


(93.). 

ther ſenſe,) he hears you not, you 
may hold your ſelf quiet, he 1s well 
and warm, what do you beſides diſ- 
quieting bim. Diſcover unto him the 
danger of ſuch courſes as he follow- 
eth, That if he continue therein he _. 
runs upon his own ruine, and deſiru- 
gion, you move him not a jot unleſs it 
be to choller , in which for your cur- 
tefie he will return ſuch an anſwer as. 
this 3 ** Sir, ſhift for your ſelf , care 
© not for me,I hope to do well enough, 
* for all that you ſay to the contrary : 
and ſo he goes on preſumptuouſly, ull 
at laſt he periſh in his great folly. 

Beſides, ſuch a careleſs reſpe& of 
ones Spiritual eſtate throws a man 
every moment upon thouſands of un- 
expected dangers. He, who knows not 
how bad he is, afſuredly he cannot tell 
how bad he ſhall be. We walk among 
ſnares, and temptations are laid for us 
which way ſoever we turn our ſelves 


about. To prevent theſe, there needs. 


oreat Wiſdom, and watchfulneſs ; he. 
who hath neither, can he hope to 
eſcape ? 
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eſcape ? When the prudent are ofcen- 


times taken , whar ſhalt become of 


raſh, and heedleſs adventurers ? Sure. 
ly, experience rells us, what 1s the 
iſſue of ſuch wretchleſs and ill-acviſed 
men, when God in his righteous 
judgment ſhall ſuffer them to fall up= 
on ſome fearful remprations, which fir 
rheir ſecret, but to themſelves un« 
known, corruptions : they take fire on 


the ficit (troak, and break out Into thoſe 


vile impliertes, which even themſelvzs 
before time could not think of with- 
out dereſtation. Bur | yet there's a 
miſery wo:ſe than all this, when” once 
God ſhall awake ſuch a ſleepy cen- 
ſcience, and tear off thar covering, 
Wherevith ſloth and ſecurity had 
muffled, and overſpread ir ; when by 
ſome notable judgment fallen on a 
man, God ſhall quicken 1n him the 
remembrance of his former iniquiries; 
or \vnen fickneſs (hall ſeize on him, 
ſummoning him to death, and death 


td judgment z when he ſhall ſee his 


ſins ſer 1n order before him, and large 
roles 
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roles of indiAments written againſt 
him , within, and withour full of fins 
and wozs ; think you not that a man 
hath then rewarded evil to ts ſoul, in 
plunging himſelf into theſe perple- 
xities, Which watchfulneſs in time 
would have prevented ? O what a 
miſerable Rate is ſuch a man in, who - 
hath ſo many reckonines to be made 
up, when new and old muſt be” reckon- 
ed for all at once ! when ſuch an inhi- 
nice number of debts are to be clea- 
red, whereof there 15 not ſo much as 
the leaſt part diſcharged ? Had ic not 
been Wiſdom to bave lookt into theſe 
things betime, to have earneſtly 1a- 
boured to have ſer all reckonings a- 
right, to have gotten the debr- book 

rofled, the obligation cancell'd,and a 
diſcharge ſealed vp,tohaveFut our con- 
ſciences in the blood of Jeſus Chrilt ? 
This had been a ſafe courſe, and not 
like deſperate Bainkruprs , to ler all 
things run at adventure : Then might 
one have rejoyced in fckneſs , and 
ttumph'd in death, being delivered 

| from 
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from all thoſe terrors, which utterly 
overwhelme all thoſe careleſs perſons, 
whoin their days of peace and health 
never remembred God , or them- 
ſelves. : 


This, and more alſo, if more can 


be, is the danger of this duty negle. 
Qed. 

2. The benefit that comes by the 
ParaQuice of it, is on the contrary a 
diſin& and clear knowledge of our 
Spiritual eſtare. By this proof and 
examination of our ſelves , we ſhall 
know plainly whether we have faith, 
whether Chriſt be in us, - yea, or not, 
whether we be dead in fin, or alive to 
righteouſneſs ; we ſhall ſee what gra- 
ces we have, what we want, what cor. 
ruption we have overcome, what doth 
yer overcome us ; Whar Godly duries 
we praQtiſe, what we omit; where 
we do well, where we do fail : This 
will diſcover unto us the whole tem- 
per of our ſelves ; what evil affe&ion 
1s ſtrongeſt in us, 1n what thing we are 
apreſt to fin, thar ſo we may be the 

more 
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ore heedful co prevent a dinger 3 
oain ,.\hat graces are Weakeſt in us, 
vhat moſt uſeful for us, that ſo we may 
er theſe, and ſtrengthen thoſe, This 
particular diftinkt knowledge of our 
elves, will bring forth theſe three 

bleſſed effeRs. 
1, Wakefulneſs, and tenderneſs of 
onſcience, He 1s throughly acquain= 
ed with the fare of his body, who 
cows What diſh 1s hurtful, what 
ealchful co him : be who hath found 
what the danger of a Surfet 1s, will be, 
Ou may be ſure, wary of his diet, and 
coutle of living: Nature prompts us 
tO take this care over a Crazy and in= 
tiim body, and Grace will reach us 
33 much warchfulneſs over a finful 
Soul, He who hath raken chrough 
notice of rhe great diſtempers of his 
hearc, how quickly ent! iced by every 
temptation to practice any evil, or 
neoleA 3ny g001 duties ; he who 
hach found, hoiv ugly and fearful the 
face of fin is, where it is preſented in 
ts true ſhape, ſtripped of all its var 
F niſh, 
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niſh, and glittering pleaſures, or pro 
fits, and accompanted only with God's 
hatred, and curſe ; he who hath found 
WHAT 1T 18 to Venture upon fin, with the 
loſs of God's favour, the unſpeakable 
Joys of the holy Ghoſt, the moſt ſe- 
rene peace and {weeteſt repoſe of a 
o00d conſcience; blame him not if 
he be afrud of fin, do not cenſure him 
for fooliſh practice, 1f he often asks, 
requires, and doubts in many pat- 
ticulars of his life, not daring to has 
zird himſelf, where happily he ſees 
others go on confidently : Nay, bleſ- 
ſed is this temper of che hearr, if that 
of Solomon be true, Bleſſed ts he that 
feareth always, By how much more 
oJ10us 1s the {in of thoſe, wnoin their 
hearts deſpiſe this renderneſs of con- 
ſcience, and with their tongues rail 
ar, revile, aud curſe it, deeming 1t the 
fon of a ſilly, effeminate mind, to be 
afraid of any fin, eſpecially of ſmall 
offences ? Bur ever let thoſe, who fear 
the faces of men, and names of Chr1- 
. {tizns, deteſt ſuch tmpiery, that kr 
ef ples 
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ples under foot with ſcorn and diſdarn 
che- pretious comfort of a Chrilitan 
ſoul, a good conſcience, T hoſe men 
will hen ſee their errors, when God 
ſhall cool the heats of their high 
bloud, and rebate the edge of their 
furious reſolutions by calling them 
upon their beds of xfi&tion , and 
ſcourging thzm with the rod of his 
indignation: then they will confeſs, 
chat 2 000d conſcience, ſoftned by 
grace, and purged by the ſprinkling of 
the blood of Chriſt from the owlr of 
lin, is more worth than millions of 
tnoſe unlaivful pleaſures, Wherein on» 
ly they ſometimes thought true con- 
tntment Was to be found. 

2, Humiliry. He who ſhall often 
look his face in the glaſs of liberty, 
Which will not make him one jot fat- 
rer of fouler than he 1s, but truly dt- 
{cover unto him all his deformities ; 
ſuch a one 'v1I1 not be forvard to fall 
In love with his ova beauty. When 
he firs dovn to try himſelf by this 
law, he finds therein all perfeRidn of 

8 holineſs 
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holineſs commanded , but not the |} 
thouſandeh part of chis holineſs. and | 
goodneſs in himſelf: He reads in the 
aiy largecatalogues of fins. forbidden, 
upon pain ,of God's eternal diſplea« 
ſure, andin his own conſcience .he þ 
finds all or moſt of thoſe tranſgreſ- 
fions: When he ſcans his beſt works, 
he . finds they fall .far ſhort of char - 
fzith, zeal, fincerity, and perfe& 
. charity, wherein they ought to have 
been performed. 

This examination lets him ſee, 
that he hath little whereof. to be 
proud : and now whatever others 
may think of him, he knows ſo much 
evil, and ſo little good by himſelf, 
chat he cannot think highly and ho- 
nourably of himſelf. Let him be de- 
ſpiſed, reviled, and reproached as 
baſe, and as vile, It is no anxiety 
to him ; for why, he abhors himfelf 
more chan another can deſpiſe him, 
and 1s more vile in. bis own eſteem, | 
than he can be in anothers reproaches. 
Thus when he looks on- his graces 

e 
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he ſees God's glory, when on his ſins 


{ his own ſhame ; which breeds in him 


all humble afte&ions of thankfulnels 
to- (50d, that of bad hath: made him 
o00d ;-and carefulneſs in hitnſelf, that 


| of 200d, he may become much betrer. 


3: True peace and comfort in life, 
and death, Ofren reckoning, ſaith the 


Proverb, makes lovg friends, tis ne- 


ver truer than in this matter, He who 
often cals himſelf to a {trig account, 


judging himſelf for his tranſgreſſions, 


weeping over them with godly' ſor- 
row, i never ceaſing till pardon be ob= 
teined for them 3+ this. man- atone 
poſſeſſeth his heart in'peace, ard com- 
fort ; he knows God is at peace with 
him, and- therefore ' nothing can put 
him to much fear, or trouble ; which 
makes him with much quietneſs and 
reſolution expeR rhe approach of all 
adverſity, -fickneſs, death, 'and judg- 
ment, -; » Ow Wop 
Again, whereas the joy of a man's 


| heart incchis life is, thar he ſhall be 


ſaved in the iife to come ; this can 
P23 never. 
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never be found, where no examina- | 
tion1s had, upon what reaſons and 
certain grounds this hope 1s built, 
Many have fallen ſhort of that they 
looked for, becauſe they expeRed 
heaven when it did nor belong unto 
them : The ſecret trial of our ſelves} 
will prevent this error, and give a di» 
re'notice of the truth of ſuch graces, ' 
as God hath given us as pledges of 
future glory, ſo ſhall our rejoycing in 
the hope of ſalvation be full, and per- 
fet, Laftly, our joy and peace will 

by rhis means be conſtant , whilſt 
through frequent examination of our 
hearts, and watchfulneſs over our 
ways, We ſhall prevent many fins, that 
Would wound our conſciences, and 
pierce our hearts through with many 
ſorrows, 

You ſee the Duty, bur all this is 
nothing worth the knowledge, unleſs 
you will pratiſe it, "The praQtice of 
ir, I confeſs, is hard, men being 
loath to conform their a&ions to that 
which they know to be their duty, 

; for 
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for Sathan 1s loth men ſhould do thar,. 
Which he knows would do them 
g00d.. Tis impoſſible indeed for man. 
to perſwade the heart : But Orhou 
that bleſſed Spiric of grace, nnho 
ſpeakeſt to the heart of the unwilling, 

to make them willing ro every 0004 
work, perſwade their hearts and minds 
T8) the ſerious praGice of this molt 
Chriftian duty ! 

I cannor bur be earneſt in this mat- 
ter, for who can ſee, and not benail 
the general negle of us all in this 
point Tis a ſhame to ſee the cate- 
leſneſs of moſt, who ſeek to know all 
things bur themſelves ! They inquire 
afrer all without them, nothing with- 
inthem ; their minds are as z11 ſet as 
their eyes, they can turn neither of 
them inward ! Speak I this of the 
unlearned, or of the learned aiſo? I 
would I did nor of theſe: bur tis no 
breach of charity to ſay, that there are 
many among us, who kno'v the ſtories 
of a thouſand years paſt, who yet can- 
not tell the particulars of their ovn 

F 4 liwes,. 
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lives; men well acquainted with the fi 
myſteries of Arts, and Nature, but 
utrerly 1gnorant of the ſecrets of their 
own ſouls! How many are there a- 
mongſt us, who can ſay with Dama, 
Pſ. 119-59. 1 have thought on my ways, 
and turned my feet unto thy teſtrmomes ? 
Nay, we have a thouſand matters to 
think on all the day long , the night 
roo , the week, the year ; but who 
fits down, and thinks on himſelf, que- 
ſRtioning thus With his own heart ? 
Whar am 1, what do, bow live I? 
Such a courſe I follow, 1s it good, 'and 
lawful? Such things 1 do: not, are 
they my duty, yea,' or not ? Is. God 
my friend ? Am. I his ? What hope 
have I of Heaven ? Should .I dye to 
morrow, today, this very hour, Where 
1s my aſſurance I ſnall be ſaved? What 
Apology can I make againſt the accu. 
ſations of Satan, and my conſcience ? 
Will Chriſt be my Advocate, when'I 
ſhall ſtand in judgment ? . Do I grow 
in. erace, -or do I decay? Doth my 
faith, ' my -love, obedience, or my 

| know= 


” |. =. oo. Wy EY 


(105) 


| knowledge increaſe, or decteaſe ? Ant 


I better this year, than I was laſt? 
What fins have I conquered: now , 
which held me in combar then'? Whar 
oraces ihave 1 obteined now., thar I 
I had not then? Do we. thus com. 
mune with our own hearts upon our 
beds, or in. our ſtudies ? Surely. when 
God looks down from Heaven -vpon 
us 1n our-ſeveral imployments, .taking 
notice of our buſie 1maginations,. and 
enquiries, may not he ſay to us- as he 
ſpake by Jeremy to the Jews, Fer. 8.6. 
I hearkned, and heard, but. they ſpakg 


wot aright, no man repented hin of his 


' wickedneſs, ſaying, what have 1 done &_ 


Every one turned .to his Courſe, as the 
hovſe ruſheth into the battel, Yea. this 
enquiry, - Phat have we done, ſeems 
only to be wanting amengſt ſo. many 
queſtions, as are every day ſcanned: 
dy e----7 | EE” 

Hence 1t comes, that mot of us, 
when we are brought to the trial, and. 
required by others , or our own con. 
ſciences,to anſer diftinAly touching 
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the eſtate of our ſouls, in matters be- 
tween God and us, we ſhuffle, and 
(hifc ir off with an, I think ſo, I hope 
well, I perſwade my felf all ſhall be 
_ well, 1 ſhall doas well as menof my 
rank 3 Burn the mean time all theſe 
hopes, and good opimions, go upon no 
certain and clear ground at all. Me 
thinks that admonition of the Apoſtle 
Heb.3.12, ſhould ſhake us-out of 
this lazy humour, Take heed brethrey, 
leſt there be in any of jou an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the l:ving 
God, Look to it, a, man may be ex- 
rreamly vitious, and yer think himſelf 
oood: Ir highly concerns us to pro- 
ceed upon ſure proof in ſo weighty a 
buſineſs, and not upon blind promiſes, 
and eroundleſs preſumptionsz here 
rherefore let me exhort you to ob« 
ferve two directions, 

1. To take all opportunities that 
{h:11 be offered us, for the exerciſe of 


this duty. We are nor at all times a- 


like diſpoſed to this, there are ſpeci- 
al occaſions Which fit us for it, Many 
0 times 
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times one {ad accident or other turns 
home our thoughts to our ſelves, and 
makes, vs ſee what we are in other 
men : The loſs of dear friends, the 
ſound of a Paſſing bell, the fight of a 
dying man , hath a lirange vertue 
many times to compoſe a diſordered 
heart , putting into it an excellent 
calmneſs to attend any religious ime 
ploy ment ; ſometime a Sermon harh 
ſet us to rights, and ſent us home 
quickned wjth an holy afte&ion more 
than ordinary, 

Sometimes vaaation from all 'buſi- 
neſs lends many a ſilent,and fill hour; 
ſometimes a fic of natural melanchol- 
ly and penſiveneſs makes us apt for 
retired ſpeculation 5 ſometime a 
watchful bed calls upon us to examine 
our hearts, Many ſuch. occaſions 
God offers, if we were Wiſe to obſerve 
them, and willing to make a right uſe 
of them.. 

Much might be gained in chis, and 
all other Cariſtian practices, by a due 
attention ro ſuch ſeaſonable opporen'- 

nit12s 
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nities, if our folly and {loath did not 
xob us of ſogreat a.benehit... 

2. If opportunities will not be had 
of their own cffering, then make 
ſome ; ſpare an hour in a week, or a 
day ina month for this buſineſs, Cer- 
rainly tis ſtrange how we paſs-over the 
time of. this our ſhort Pilgrimage ! 
We eat away one patt, fleep away an- 
other, idle a third, and of the remain- 
der God hath by far the leaſt patrr, 


| Do we fpend two hours-.of twenty 


four in Relicious ſervices 2 Nay, one 
were a fair allowance with moſt of 'us, 
What ſhall we ſay, is not Heaven 
worth the poſſeſſing, or may 'a-man-ſo 
eaſily ger thither, or muſt God give it 
us when we ſeek not after it ? Let 
them bluſh for ſhame of their intole. 
table careleſneſs, who have ſo much, 

or ſo little to do, that they could ne- 
ver ſpare a day or hour for theſe me- 


ditations, to ſer themſelves on pur- 


poſe upon a' through examination of 


their own: hearts, and lives. Tis ſin- 
gular prophaneſs for a mati, who-hath 


a 
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a God ta ſerve, a.Soul to ſave, Sins to 
be avoided, Graces to be gotten, yet 
dſl not to find an hour to think of theſe 
e weighty affairs ! T9 
a Tell me not thou haſt a calling; 
- | or important affairs, which require thy 
eÞ® preſence, and, diligence ,. and thou 
1H canſt not regard all : mind then the 
- | chief, and that's Religion, Diligehce 
- | inour.Callings, $kill of Arts, know- 
ledge of Languages ; in a word, Leatr 
ning Will never bring 7'man to Hea 
ven , tis Religion mult do that: That 
Is good In its time, and place, This 
; only abſolutely' neceſſary. - When 
| | love of Learning and' Preferment tells 
| thee, tis needful thou' be a Scholar ; 
let love to God and thy Soul make an- 
ſwer, Ir 1s more necdful thou be a 
Chriſtian: care for Thar, but not be« 
fore This. Moreover know this, that 
convenient ſeaſons wiſely choſen, and 
ſpared from Civil imployments unto 
Religious exerciſes', never. hinder , 
- but bleſs 'all- our affairs. , And. per-: 
| ſrade thy ſelf .once of this truth, 
which * 
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Which one day thou ſhalt: not chooſe 
bur acknowledge, Thar thoſe duties 
and hours which are [pent 1n prayer, 
faſting, examination of thine heart, 
and ſuch other exerciſes of repenu 
tance,will bring thee more true peace, 


and comfort upon thy death. bed, than 


all other times of thy life beſides, 
Wherefore be wiſe, fe 645» the 
ſeaſon : and thou who in thy bukeſt 
imployments canſt every week, every 
day find a ſpare hour to talk with thy 


friend, to ſport, de nothing, and to. 


do evil ; ſave this waſte, and turn it 
to a better uſe, and ler God have that 
imall part, who deſerves all. 


Beloved, ler me heartily intrear 


you to reſerve to your ſelves ſome 
time for theſe purpoſes, I will ſmite 
noman, and I think I ſhall overbur- 
den none, if I ſhould perſwade each 
one to ſer apart from all buſineſſes an 
hour or twoin a day, a week, a month, 
for Spiritual exerciſes. Our great ne- 
Sligence gives occafion of deſpairing, 
that we ſhall never equal thoſe rare 
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patterns of holineſs, which this and 
other ages have recommended unto 
us , Who thought it no wearineſs eve- 
ry night to ſcan the aRions of the 
day ; every week, month, and year, 
co take ſurvey of what had been done 
in thar time: Their induſtry was 
bleſſed, and they enjoyed the fruits 
thereof in all abundant increafe of 
orace, and comforts, and the world 
cannot but acknowledee it, Let us 
follow them, though we cannor over- 
rake them, and we alſo, according to 
our endeavour, may expe& a bleſſing 
too , In all increaſe of grace and peace 
unto our ſouls, _ 


Thus of our Examination in geue-. 
ral, as fitting to be uſed of a Chri= 
ſian at all convement occaſions. Let 
us come to conſider of it as it 1s a ſpe- 
cial Preparation before the receiving 
of the Sacrament, when by no means 
Itought to be negleQed. Whoſoever- 
will eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup, mult firſt Examin Ro 
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This 1, excludes from the Sacra» 
ment all ſuch, Who tt Oi, b natural or 
caſual” imporency are.yor able tO ex2- 
mine.themſclves,.. as Child ren, Fools, 
Mad-men. . - 

© Wi neceſſity of this. praQice 
leads us toenquire, Wherein this. Ex- 
amination doth conſiſt » That every one 
may know how to diſcharge himſelf 
therein, ' In general; the ſumme of 
this Trial i Is, Whether Wwe come Wor =- 
thily co rhis Sacrament, or-no> Now 
to- make us fit and worthy partakers of 
this Sicrament,; there are required ib 
us all (as heretofore hath been ſhews 


| ed) divers Spiritual graces, whereof 


whoſoever 1s defticure,, he certainly 
profanes this holy Ordinance, and"by 
unwary receiving makes himſelf any 
ry of the death of Jeſus TbriRt ; : where- 
fore-we muſt know what theſe graces 
are, and whether” they be- in- us in 


truch, or no, 'There are chiefly theſe. 


Graces required in'a- worthy Recei- 

ver, 'Faith, Repencance , Charity : 

rouchipg » Which we are to enquire af- 
cer 


(313) 
ter ſome certain and infallible. rules, 
whereby ' we may be aflured that we 
have, or want theſe graces, This I 
ſhall do briefly in every one of them. 

For thertial of our Faith, where- 
by we firmly reſt our ſelves upon the 
promiſes of Salvation in Chriſt, we 
have theſe two certain marks to diſ- 
cover the truth of it vnto us. _; 

1, Equality of obedience unto all 
God's commandments, 'True' faith 
hath a. like reſpeQ to every word of 
God. He who truly believes any one 
part of 'God's will, believes: the reft 
alſo, becauſe all is of God. Whoſo- 
ever therefore ſhall ſay, that hEdorh 
this good work, or leave that 1 pra» 
ice cut of faith in God's Word, be- 
cauſe he believes God's commands, 
prohibitions, and threatnings, in ſuch 
and - ſuch particulars, this man 1s 
ouilty cf an apparent untruth , if 
his conſtant ' endeavour be not the 
famein all other-particulars; wherein 
his faith-and obedience ſands ingaged 
unto God as deeply, and upon as ſtri& 

| | terms, 
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rerms, as 1n thoſe few things which 
he obſerves. This point hath been 
heretofore more at large handled in 
1ts proper place, and therefore now 1 
do but name it. Ler it always be 
remembred as an infallible trial of 
that faich which 1s ſound and fincere, 
Let every man look unto his life, and 
take good heed to his ways, whether Ill ! 
they be ftraight, or crooked: If thy If ! 
praQtices be uneven, that thou obeyelt Þ| * 

q 
| 


in ſome things, and not in others, ta. 
king liberty to tranſerefſs, where plea- 
ſures, profits, or any predominant 
carnal affe&ions crave ſervice, and 
fatisfaRton at thy hands, doing juſt 
ſo much of God's will, as may ſtand 
with thine own and other mens good 
liking ; in this cafe thou muſt look 
for true faith, for as yer thou haſt it - 
not. But if the whole tenor of thy 
life be regular, and uniforme, ſo that 
in all things thou unfeignedly endea- 
youreſt to bring thy will tro God's 
will, offering thy hearty obedience 
to every thing Which he A 

| tho 
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tho to things that croſs thee: and the 
world; not caring Who is offended 
ſo God be pleaſed. By thy obedt- 
dience In this caſe thou maylt re- 
joyce, in thar thou haſt a ſure teſtt- 
mony in thy ſelf, that thy faith 1s 
without falſhood, and hypocriſte. 

2. Truſting in God in all tempo- 
ral matters. God's truth 1s the ſame 
in promiſes of this life, as tn thoſe of 
the life to come. Wherefore he who 
affirms, that he believes undoubtedly 
God will be gracious to his ſoul, ac 
cording to his merciful promiſe 1n 
Chriſt ; if he tell true, be muſtalfo 
believe undoubtedty , that God will 
Provide for his body according to 
thoſe loving promiſes which he hath 
made in matters of this life. He who 
being placed in low eſtate, ſeeks by 
indire& means of bribery and flattery 
to climb higher, diſdaining to wait 
on the provident hand of Heaven, 
Which will ſoon find a fir advancement 
for him when he 1s fir for it; he 
Who 1s in poverty , and will grow 

ee | rich, 
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rich , or he who is rich will become 


mighty , by fraudulent and. unjuſt 
practices z he-who is wealthy, provi- 
ded with ſufficiency in temporal bleſ- 
fings, and ill cares, fearing -, leſt he 
fhould want, and fall to beggary; 
he who dares not -be liberal to the 
poor, for fear 1t- ſhould tmpoveriſh 
his eſtate ; he who in adverſity makes 


fleſh his arm, . purting his cruſt: in; his 
parts, Wits, or his friends', making 


haſt for his eſcape by all unlawful 
ſhifts,. leaping the wall, not- Raying 
rill God open the priſon: door z- he 


who dares . not truſt - God with his 


children, fearipg. their miſcarriage, 
except he himſelf ſee them well -pro« 
vided: for: All theſe, and the hke, 
have not learned as yet :What 1t-1s tru- 
ly to belteve the promiſe of mercy-: 
He doth not indeed truſt God with 
his ſoul, who dares not truſt him with 


| hiseſtate, . Burt when on all occaſions 


and conditions of this life a man can 
patiently Wait. on God, uſing: la«ful 
means.,. committing the ſucceſs to 


God, 


me 


juſt 
Vs 
ef. 
he 
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God, preparing - himſelf with conten= 
rednels for every event, however God- 
ſhall diſpoſe of matters z .this confi- 
dent and quiet reſolution flows from. 
the Redfaſt apprehenſion of that glo- 
rious and rich- mercy ; which- God 
hath vouchſafed to his children,which 
makes them reſt - aſſured z Thar all- . 
things | needful will 'be ſupplied 1n 
ſeaſon for the relief of body, -and. 
eſtate, This for the trial of Faith, 

| 2, The ſecond grace to be enqui- 
red after is Repentance, which we 
may deſcribe to be a Spiricual- ſorrow 
for Sin, joyned with a true hatred of 
the ſame: There's inivard grief for 
the fat, and the offence given to God 
thereby, and - there's inward hatred 
and averſion of the hearc from the 
foulneſs and corruption of fin re- 
maining in us, 

This change of the affeRions- is 
wrought in true Repentance, . the 


| Proper marks whereof are exprefled 


by. the Apoſtle, 2- Cor, 7. 11.' ' We 
cannot over-run the particulars, let 
us 
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u$ take the general ſumme, wherein- 
to they may be caſt, and thar is 


Amendment : This is a ſure marke.- 


which will never fail; He who in 
truth diſlikes, and ſorrows for his 
fins, will endeavour to amend it : they 
are always joyned together, Repenr, 
and Amend your lives. He who can 
confeſs ſin, ſpeak againſt ir, and weep 
for it, yet after a while returns freely 


to the practice of the ſame; believe 


him not, there's ſeven abominarions 
in bis heart. He loves fin above all 
things, even then when his tongue, 
and his eyes ſeem to proclaim a de. 
reſtation of ir, There may be, 1 
confeſs, a relapſe into the ſame fault, 
through much impenitency, and vio- 
lence of temptation ; bur a willing 
Continuance 1n any evil courſe, and 
true Repentance, are utcerly incons 
tent, wherefore this trial 1s eafie. 
See whar reformation 1s in chy life ? 
If when thou halt been reprooved by 
the Word for ſuch faults, as thou 
knowelt thy (elf to be guilcy of, chy 

heart 
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heart hath been ſmicten, and thy ſoul 
been humbled- within thee with that 
ſorrow , Which hath brought forth a 
full reſolution, and conſtant endea- 
your of amendment, then mayſt thou 
truly be called a Penicent Convert : 
But if for the preſent thou deſcryeſt 
God's mercy , and afterward holdeſt 
on (111 in che ſame ungodly pragices, 
then account thy ſelf to be as thou 
art, an impenitent , and obſtinate fin- 
n2r. This of Repentance, 

The third grace to be enquired in- 
to, and that is Charity, 'T'ts a large 
word, and hath reference ſometime to 
God, ſometime to man, Charity, or 
love towards God, 1s not properly 
that grace Which we here underſtand : 
Tis true, the heart of man ought to 
be repleniſhed to God and Chriſt in 
all Spiritual exerciſes, and eſpecially 
in the Sacrament, wherein their love 
to him 1s ſo graciouſly revealed, Bur 
the trtal of the two former graces will 
quickly ſhew, what true love of God 
there is in us: He who obeys , be- 
lieves, 
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lieves3 he who. amends , repents } 


the, very ſame obedience and refor- ſ 
mation are the rouchſone of our love 
to God, according to that infallible 


Canon ſer down by Chriſt, Fob. 14.1 5, 
If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
He who will nor do what God would 


have, hates God, and Jeſus Chriſt in 


his thoughes, [er him make never (0 
oreat ſhews unto them, 

Bur we paſs from this tothat chas 
rity, which properly comes here to be 
inquired after ; That, which reſpeR- 

eth Man : which, in general, 1s that 

affe&tion of the heart , whereby we 
-Wiſh good unto our neighbour, as to 
our ſelves, and are willing, in whar We 
are able,to do him that 200d we would 
have done to our ſelves in his caſe, 
This affeQion is branched by the A» 
poſtle 1 Pet. 2.17. into two parts, 
1, B:otherly kindneſs, 2, Love: that's 
more particular, reſpefting man as 
Chriſtian, made one of the houſhold of 
faith, and made one of that bleſſed 
number of thoſe, whom Chriſt is not 
aſhamed 
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aſhamed to call Brethren: This us 
more gen2:cal, reſpecting man as man, 

ide like unto us in one conmunion 


of nacure. Let us ſee whac my be 


he trial of our charity both ways. 

1. O:o0.t love unto the golly, th: 
proof hereof is this: If ic be indiffe- 
rent without reſpe& of perſons, 1f it 
d2 conſtant without reſpe& of time3, 
he truly loves a ri2hteous man In the 


-Fnime ofa righteous man, b2cauſe he 1s 


ſuch , Wao can find in his-heatt to 
place his entire afte&Kion any where, 
Where God hath placed his, be he 
liranger of acquaintance , mean or 
mighty, honourable or baſez ris all 
012, 1f God hath caſt his love upon 
him, that's ſufficient to make him 
worthy of any man's love, Doz?s his 
eitate alter, and falls he into diſgrace 
With the wo:rl41, into perſecution, or 
poverty ? Chariry Fils not for all 
this: tis not afflifion (hill divide 
berwixt Forathan's ſoul and David's : 
Religion ries not ſuch looſe knots be- 
tyveen God's love to us, of our love 

one 
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one to another : not tribulation, not 
anguiſh, nor perſecution, nor famine, 
nor nakedneſs, nor peril, nor th: 
{word, nor death, nor any thing ca 
ſeparate us from the love of God out 
heavenly father. And how then'ſhould 
theſe things work in the heart 0 
'them, Who are his children, a breac| 
of affetion one - towards another ! 
Bur on the contrary fide, he whi 
loves Religion in a rich gentleman 
or Noble-man, but flights it in a poo! 
and mean man ;| he who loves the 
company and converſe of thoſe wh 
are religious, becauſe they are affable 
endowed with fair and pleaſant ac 
compliſhments, men of excellent 
proficiency in learning,and policy ,&c 
becauſe able ro do him a good turn, or 
an 111, or in regard they are ſuch a 
will deal truly, and not cozen him 
he who can look ſtrangely upon a g001 
man in adverfity, turning him off wit 
a feiv cold words, when he ſeeks ſome 
help ar his hands; he who of man 
children hath. ſome truly religious 


74 


my os EY BIZ 


p—— Ay, — — ey 


(123) 

norfÞ yer in dividing his eſtate hath 'no re- 
ne ſpe to grace, to honour thar with a 
the ſpecial bleſſing ; he who in marriage 
defires religion only as overweight co 
ſo many pounds of gold : ſuch mens 
love unto religious perſons 1s meerly 
_ councerfeic, and no becter than plain 
difhimulation, 

2, Of our love that's common t6 
all men: amonglt other arguments of 
this charitable affeRion, we have theſe 
ro, Which are infallible, whereby we 
may proceed 1n this trial, 

I. When a man can truly erieve 
in the evil, and heartily rejoyce ih 
the good that befals our neighbour. 
This 1s a ſure mark of a charitable 
mind, when a inan can truly grieve at 
their afi&ions, pitry them 1a their 
decays, loſſes , diſyraces, ſickneſſes, 
and above all in their (ns: when a 
man can viſit them, counſel them, 
comfort, and reprove them in love, 
and mildneſs , -and pray heartily for 
them. Again, in ſuch good things as 
befall chem, if we can unfeignedly 

G 2 rejoyce 
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rejoycein them, in their graces, their 
civil vertues, their learning, their re. 
putation amongſt men, their places of 
preferment, with the like 3 if we can 
wiſh them well to thrive with thoſe 
000d things, and defire that they may 
do much good with them ; if we can 
ſpeak, and think well of them , be- 
cauſe God, the Church, - and State 
have uſe of them, whatever relation 
they have to us, yea eſpecially though 
their credit ſeem to obſcure and hin. 
der ours: This 1s true charity, like 
that of Moſes, Num. 11. 29. Would 
' God all the Lords people were Prophets, 
Is he Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Scho- 
lar, &'c. as g00d, or better than I am, 
would God nor he alone, but all other 

were fo too, that amongſt the good! 
were the meanelt, Bur on the othe 

fide privily to rejoyce in the evils 0 
other men, to repine art their proſpe 

rity, fo be diſpleaſed with our neigh 

bour for being equal, or beter tha 

our ſelves, aud ſomewhat angry wit 

God for making him fo : TOW. ard 
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ſymptoms of a bad mind, wherein ma- 


lice, envy, and ſpight have eaten up 
all loving reſpe& untoour brethren. 
2, A mind willing to pardon of- 
fences done unto us, and to ſeek re» 
conciliation where we have given 
them. This 1sa very hard matter to 


I pur in praRtice, mens minds are ſo full 


of pride, ſcorn, and malice, that they 
cannot ſtoop to others : They count 
it cowardice to put up a Wrong done 
them, and baſeneſs to acknowledge an 
Injury done to another: Wherefore 
they reſolve to take no wrong, to do 
no right, This is far from Chriſtian 


| charity, which is always accompanied 


vith a patient, peaceable, and humble 
mind. Weſee what men will do in 
caſe they offend their deareſt friend, 
whom they much reſpe& z they reſt 


FT not till by juſt excuſe, or plain confeC- 


lion, they have reconciled themſelves, 
nd won their loves again. Why will 
they not do ſo towards others ?- Tis 
becauſe they love them nor, nor care 


J for their love, IF they themſelves 


receive _ 
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- receive hurt; they'l right themſelves 
if they can ; if they co hurt, let 6 
thers look tOit, and get ſatisfaRion 
where they can. But that heart which 
is charitable, prefers peace, and good 
will amoneſt men, before all ſuch wild 
and furious reſolutions : He will do 
for man what God hath done for him- 
ſelf, who hath freely. pardoned him 
far greater offences : and though he 
were the offended party , yer fir 
fought reconciliation with him, 

Thus much for the examination of 
Qur hearts touching theſe ſeveral  gra- 
ces. In concluſion, I will but name 


ro queſtions, and anſwer them 1n one 
. word, | 


Queſt, 1, What is to be done, if af- 
ter Examination. we find our ſelves 
unworthy ? | 

1anſwer, they who find their wants 
of theſe graces, and acknowledge it, 
and mourn for ic, pray for the redreſs 
of it, theſe are indeed worthy ; yet 
not ſ@ worthy as they would be, But 
for thoſe who never care to have theſe 

oTaces, 
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graces, ſuch are utterly unworthy 
dogs they are, to whom this bread is 
not to be given, 

Queſt.2, Wharif men find them- 
ſelves fit at one time, and make no 
farther trial at other times ? 

1 anſwer, yea, they muft always ex- 
amine their hearts; the preceprt is 
general, not limited to this or thar 
time ; Sin 1s deceitful, and our hearts 

my be hardned by ſuch carelemes. A 

ly man 1s not ſa priviledged, bur 
he may receive the Sacrament unwor- 

ortily, coming unto it in a careleſs. 
od profane manner , and therefore 
theſe graces muſt evermore be ſer a 
work, and freſh means {till uſed for 
their increaſe. 

We have done with the (in of pro- 
fanation of - the Lord's Table, 1n un- 
Worthy receiving of thoſe holy myſte- 
ries, mentioned 'v. 27. We have alſo. 
ſhewed what the means be, whereby 
that fin may be avoided, which is due 
SLAUPRLION of a man's ſelf, ſpoken of 

28, We mult now go forward unto. 
G4 tae. 
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the puniſhmens of this in, when men th 


come unto the Sacrawent unworthily, 
This is ſet down v.29. in theſe words, 


For he that eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth ard drinketh dam. 


nation to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
Lord's body. 


Theſe words contain a plain decla- 
ratton of the danger, whereinto men 
run, who negleRing the duty to exe- 
mine themſelves, approach unworthily 

cothe table of the Lord : they bring 
themſelves in danger of damnation, 
Who do ſo, and therefore they had 
need be very wary, and circumſpeR, 
with what mind. and how diſpoſed 
they verter to come unto the Sacra- 
men, 

4n the words we have two parts, 

1, The fin of unworthy receiving 
the Sacrament, mentioned before, v. 
27. here again repeated, With an ac- 
dition of an interpretation , What 1$ 
Feant by eating and drinking nneor- 

thily : 
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nenffit hily « for be that eateth and drinketh 
Hy, wworthily, Bur how is that done ? 
ds the laſt words of the verſe ſheyy it, zot 
diſcerning the Lord's body. 

2, 'The puniſhment that's inflicted 
upon this fin, that's damnation , or 
judgment, in theſe words, he eats and 
drinks damnation unto himſelf, Touch- 
ing the fin of eating and drinking un- 
la. worthily., . we have ſpoken ar large 
enſ} heretofore ; for the preſent I ſhall on- 
x2 ly add a word or two concerning that 
ly clauſe, which the Apoſtle adds by way 
nol of interpretation, or, #ot diſcerning the 
n, | Lord's body, 
dſl The meaning of the phraſe is nct 
}, ff obſcure. To diſcer» the Lord's body, 
(| 1sto pur a right difference between 
2-£| the outward elements in the Sacr:- 

ment, and common bread, and wine. 

The difference is not at all in the ſub- 
2 tance, but in the uſe : the one 1s pro- 
/, | fane, che other ſacred, being ſer aparr 
= to ſignify [unto us the benefits of 
SF Chrilt's death, and paſſion. He:then 
- | ho toucheth theſe ourvard ele- 
G 5 ments. 
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raents-, Without any due regard to 1% 
their myſtical uſe, as they ſer forth 
unto us our redemption by the body ſc, 
and bloud of Chriſt, bur uſeth them 


as he would his ordinary food, he di- 
ſcerneth not the Lord's body, becauſeſſſ,,; 


+. Daxpipe, he ſeparateth zot, nor put-B{1+ 
 reth any diſtinRion beriveen the holy, I ;+ 
and profane, but uſeth that which 1s 
ſacred in a profane mMmner. Of. ſuch 
as do this there are two ſorts, 

1, One ignorant, who know not the 
fignification and uſe of thoſe things ;}f ; 
who come unto the Sacrament upon || ( 
meer outward reſpets, without any ||| \ 
regard to the Spiritual uſe of ir, They | , 
know nor, poor Souls, what ir1stoff | 
feed on Chriſt by faith, how his fleſh Ih 
becomes_ meat indeed, and his blood 
rink. indeed unto them : they have 
not skill 1n ſuch myſteries as theſe, 
Bread and Wine they ſee upon the 
table, 2nd ſome extrordinary ſolemnt- 
ry in the diftribution thereof, and 
therefore, as at a ereat man's table, 
they behave themſelves ſoberly, and 

man- 


2l) 


mannerly, and that's all the devotion-- 
they have, or think they need to have, 
2, Another ſort are negligent per- 
ſons, who know well enoush the end. 
and uſe of theſe things, bur by reaſon. 
of ſecurity, with other worldly and 
wicked affeions, they become care= 
leſs, and. unprofitable partakers of. 
theſe holy myſteries. 'T'hey fiir not 
up their hearts unto the exerciſe of 
theſe heavenly graces ; unto worthy 
receiving , they itrive not for more. 
aflurance of faith, in laying; hold of 
the promiſe of grace offered them in 
Chriſt : their hearts are not touched 
with oreater ſorrow for ſin, that bath . 
crucified Chriſt, nor-more ardent love 
unto Chriſt, who hath done ſo great 
things for them. Their reſolutions 
of obedience unto Chriſt ate not. 
quickned. with more vigor and con- 
ſtancy than before, bur in this, and all 
other graces, they are as they were, 
not 4 Whit amended, or increaſed dy - 
this ſo holy a means, as God hath of 


purpoſe appoinred for the nourith- 
ment - 


(132) 
ment of grace in the heart, and obe. 
dtencein the life, 
Both theſe ſorts are faulty, in not 
diſcerning the Lord's body ; the one 
not doing it at all, the other not doing 
It as they ſhould do ir, As 1n the time 
of the ceremony of the Law, thoſe 
who obſerved the Legal ceremonies, 
either withour knowledge of the uſe, 
or Without true deyotion in faith, and 
obedience, both dzd profane them ; 
fois it (iill in theſe ceremonies of the 
Goſpel : They do not diſcern the 
Lord's body, who either miſtake the 
ſhadow for the ſubſtance 1gnorantly, 
ſuppoling nothing elſe is to be looked 
afrer, bur that-which 1s viſible 1n the 
outward ceremony z or Who know 
whereto theſe ceremonies tend, but 
thro negligent profaneſs uſe them not 
with ſpiritual affetion, which is a- 
greeable to the inflitution of God. 
Of the faults tis hard to fay which 1s. 
the greater, and which the - Apoſtle 
moſt chargerth the Corrmthians withall, 
er whether both alike :; They were 


a 
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a Church but newly converted from. 
Gentiliſm, from- whom twas hard to 
take away ona ſudden their former 
12norance, and profaneſs : They had 
been inſiruged, bur: yer they might 
in many things be miſled through 
Blindneſs , nevertheleſs Profaneſs 
ſeems to have born the greateſt ſway 
amone them ; offending not ſo much; 
becauſe they kneiv not what was their 
duty ab@ur the Sacrament, as for that 
they cared not to obſerve it; 

The Concluſion, that ariſeth from 
theſe words of the Apoſile, is this in 
general: _ | 

The worſhip of God is then pro- 

faned, when the ceremonies, and 
- outward work thereof 1s perfor- 
med, bur the Spiritual inward 

. fervice negleRed. 26: 

Bread, and Wine pouring out, di- 
{tributing, eating, and drinking ; all 
theſe are but ſenſible repreſentations 
of Spiritual good rhings : therefore 
if the heart dwell only upon the out- 
ward ceremonies, and Chriſt be neg- 
leRed, 


134) 
leged, the Sacrament without all 
doubt is profaned. God hath appoin- 
ted thoſe things to kelp our infirmity, 
thereby to .afcend unto higher mat- 
ters, bur not to noutiſh us in our 
weakneſs, ſtill to. gaze on outward 
tranſitory things: This 1s a general 
Tvle, not for Sacraments alone, bur in 
every part whatſoever of God's moſt 
holy worſlip, The Service of God, 
during the time of the Lai, conſiſted 
much of carnal ordinances, as the A- 
poſile calls the Sacrifices mea/5,orinks, 
and aivers waſhings , With ſuch like 
outward obſervations in the Jewiſh 
Church, Heb; 9.106. But yer then in 
theſe carpal ordinances there was a 
Spiritual worſhip required , namely, 
that theſe things were to be obſerved 
with knowledge, in faith, 1n zeal to 
Sod's glory, and with reformation 
'of life, when thoſe external rites 


were kept with. the Spiritual uſe of 


| them. 
We know how meanly God ſpeaks 
of ſuch a. mechanical worſhip, /f. 1. 
Il. 
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11, &c, He ſets forth his diſplea- 
ſure againſt ſuch ſeivice 1n all terms 
of diſlike, and diſdain, telling the 
people that the multicuce of their” 
Sacrifices is to 10 purpoſe, that he de» 
lights nor in the blood of bullocks, and 
far of fed bealts ; that he requires not 
ſuch things at their hands ; that ſuch. 
oblations are vain, and an akominae 
tion, their ſolemn feafts and aſſemblies 
he caypot awdy with them; that his ſou! 
hates them ; that they are a trouble to 
him, and .he is weary. to hear them. 
And wherefore-now all this.diſdain of - - 
ſuch ceremonial worſhip The rea 
ſon is v. 1.5,.Towr hands,ave full of blead, 
Again, ch. 66.3, he {ets:it ont at large; 
how acceptable ſuch ſervice is to him, 
He that killeth an exe, 1s ad if he ſlew.a 
man; he that [acrificeth a lamb, us az if 
he cut off a dogs neck,; be that offereth 
an oblation, as he that: offereth ſwines. 
blood; he that burneth incenſe, as if he. 
bleſſed an Idol. Nothing can be ſpoken 
wich greater ſcorn, and indignation: 
the reaſon whereof follows in the next 
Words: . 
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words: Yea, they have choſen theirker 
own way, and their ſou! delighteth ini 
thei» abominations, So long as theyſſfirl 
follow this courſe God deteſts them, 
and all their ſervices. Me 
Now in the time of the Goſpel,Chriſifn 
having reformed. the worſhip of God, ſſ({c 
hath aboliſhed thoſe carnal ordinances [to 
(Heb. 9.10.) and in the room thereof 
ereced a worſhip of God in ſpirit, 
and truth. We are to perform aÞſſft 
Spiritual worſhip, but yer withall | 
ſome outward bodily obſervations are 
required of us now, though very few, 
and very eafie, To faſt, to bow the 
knee -in prayer, to pronounce or hear 
the Word , the adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments with all their outward 
rites; theſe are external and bodily 
exerciſes, which profir little, where 
codlineſs is wanting. The Kingdom of 
God, ſaith the Apoſtle, .is not meats,and 
drinks, but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
- and joy in the holy Ghoſt: Taeſe 
things are ficit acceptable to Gol, an 
oth2r chinzs for them, Outward c2- 
re 12- 
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| emoniouſneſs 1s meer hypocrthe » 


vhere grace, and ſanRity is not the 
rſt mover-to ſuch obſervances. 

Twere a poor matter to foibear a 
meal or twain, and yet take his fill in 
fin till he ſurfeit z to go ſoftly, look 
ſadly, ſpeak faintly, and weep a hittle 
t00-48 it were in ſorrow for fin , and 
carry in ones breaſt a heart unrent, un- 
broken, unſoftned,by any true ſenſe of 
fin, and work of grace. What profit 
is it to ſpeak , or hear a Ser. 


mon, when only one man's tongue, 


and the orhers ears are imployed for 
that hour 2 When it comes not from 
the Preacher's heart, nor pierceth in- 
to the hearers conſcience, neither the 
one nor the other intending to pra- 
Qiſe as they ſpeak, or hear > To what 
purpoſe is it to bow the body to God, 
and yet to make ones heart like iron, 
that's too hard to-bend in obedience 
to God's commandments ? If the 
tongue 20 elibb,the eye, and hands are 
lifted up to heaven,yer if the thoughts 
wander, the heart, and affe&ions ye 

at 
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flat on the earth 3 will ſuch a Prayer| 
be an acceptable Sacrifice? What a- 
vails it a man to have his body ſprink« 
led with alittle cold water, and not 
to have his heart waſh2d from an evil 
conſcience, and purged from the un- 
cleanneſs of (inful corruprions ? 'T'o 
take upon him in Baptiſm the badge 


of Chriftlanity, yet in his conyerſa- us 
tion to live like an Infidel, in difo.. ſc; 
bedience to the law of Chit? Will N;. 
it advantage a man any whit,” that he Nx 
o0es four or five times a year to che 1 
holy Sacrament, if he be either igno- 


rant of what he goes about, or pro- if , 
fanely careleſs of making- good uſe of Þþ , 
what he knows ? If he remain ill 1r-. ff 
religious, and impenitent, continuing | « 
in covetcouſneſs, ſwearing , Ily-ſt. 


: 7 
ing , 10leneſs, unjuſt praftices to 


cet gain, and common negleR of the | 
exerciſes of religion, a ſecret deſpiſer 
of grace, and a ſcoffer at true ſincerity, 
with other the like ungodly praKices? 
Willic help co ſave him, thar at ſo- 
lewn times he comes to. the Lord's 

| cable, 
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able, there eats a bir of bread, and 
drinks a little wine, hears a few pray- 
rs, ſays till all be done, and ſo goes 
away. again the ſame man he came 
thither ? No, this helps not, but hurts 
extreamly, having brought upon him- 
ſelf the guilt of a fearful tranſgrefſion, 
in profaning the holy Sacrament, be- 
cauſe he diſcerns nor the Lord?*s body. 
God, who looketh upon the heart, and 
is well pleaſed with the fincerity 
thereof, regards not the ceremonies 
without obedience , but hates ſuch 
complemental hypocriſfie, as much. as 
we do deteſt the like diſlimulation; in 
a man , Who vails, bows the knee, 
ſmiles in the face , ſpeaks fair and 


friendly, but, yer his heart is not with 


you. 
But we paſs from this point, having 
touched uponit heretofore : we come 
unto the puniſhment here denounced 
againſt unworthy receivers of the Sa- 
crament, viz. Damnation, | 
He eateth and drinketh Damnation to 
himſelf, þ 


In 
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In theſe words we are to enquire, 
what is meant by Damnation In this 
place,and whar it 1s to ear,and drink it, 

Damnation, in this place, ſignifies 
two things, 

7, That puniſhment in hell fire, 
Which we call Eternal Damnation. 

2, Thoſe evils, which in this life 
are inflied upon tranſgreflors, which 
we call Aﬀii&icns, and Temporal 
judements. Both theſe are included 
in this word xi, bere rendred dam- 
» Ati0). 

That eternal judgment in hell Fre 
is hereby meant, will be made appz- 
rent to us, 1. From the nature of rhe 


fin of Profanation' of the Sacrament, 


which, were it but a ſmall cffence, did 
yet deſerve the Wages of eternal 
death ; bur being ſo hainous, and 
hotribte a one, as it 18, viz. guiltineſs 
of the death of Chriſt, it muſt make 
him who commits it, obnoxious to 
eternal dannation. 2. From the qua- 
lity of the perſons who commit this 
ſn ; who are partly the wicked, who 


Con » 
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continually profane this Sacrament, 
partly the godly, who ſometimes do it. 

Such as be ungodly, unbelieving 
perſons , they without doube bring 
themſelves in certain dangers, not of 
remporal judgments alone, but much 
more of eternal damnation, for rheir 
perpetual abuſe of theſe ſacred my- 
teries, whereof they partake without 
faith, repentance, or any amendment 
of life ar all. 

As for the true believers, they do 
ſometimes come unworthily to this 
holy table, being now and then over- 
taken with ſecurity, and ſeduced by 
manifold temptations, though other- 
wiſe holy and godly men. This their 
negligence deſerves the ſame puniſh- 
ment, though God for Chriſt's ſake be 
pleaſed to turn from them his everlaſt« 
ing wrath, making them only to bear 
a little part of his diſpleaſure in ſome 
temporal afflitions, wherewith he 
chaſtiſeth them for the amendment of 
their error, | 

Now that temporal judgments are 

_ fent- 
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fienified by this word damnation, is 
manifeſt alſo by the text in the verſes 
following, where the Apolile menti- 
ons fiekneſſes, mfirmities, 'and temporal 
death, as aff li&ions laid upon the Co- 
rinthians, fot their profane abuſe of 
this Sacrament, For this canſe man 
are ſick &c. God corre&ed them to 
bring them to repentance, and amend- 
ment of their faults, thar ſo leaving 
their fin they might eſcape erernal 
damnation. 

This chen 1s the full meaning of 
the plus, viz, eternal, and remporal 
puniſhment, whereunto all are liable 
who profane the Sacrament, in not 
diſcerning the Lord's body, be they 
Believers. or Unvelieyers , goily or 


' wicked : only here is the difference, 


the one ſort by this: lin deſerve both, 
and have both, being puniſhed erer- 
nally, and temporally roo for the moſt 
part ; the other deſerves bath , yet 


feels bur one, being in mercy ch1{tiſed 


with temporal afflicions, that com- 
ings to repentance they may avoid 
eternal 


- 
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eternal puniſhmene, Wherefore Irake 
it our laſt Tranflations have with good 
reaſon rendred this word xpipe, not 
judgment, but dammation, the higheſt 
degree of Judgment, and thar proper 
judgment, which this fin of unworthy 
receiving doth deſerve. So _ 
that.the obſervation, which * Zanch.ob- 
* ſome here make upon /er%4t. ts 
the word, that the Apoſtle v4} al ; 
here uſeth xpipa, not x7 Chriſtiana g 
xplue, thereby Genifying in Cap. IG, 
not exitium etermum, bur 490. 16. 
caſtigations tewporal, 1s not 
here to be admitted, neither does the 
Analy/is of this place require- it, nor 
yet the uſe of the word in other pla- 
ces, it being apparent that theſe words 

are uſed incifferencly in the ſame fig 
nification. Fob. 3. 17,18, 19. 2 hep. 
2-42.23 T1; $. 13. 

H»ving now ſeen what is meant by 
damnation,- it 1s eahie to underſtind 
what is meant by eating and drinking 
damnation ; Which ts, 1n plain rerms, 
co conmirc ſuch a tin 1n profaning the 

| das. 
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Sacrament, Which deſerves temporal, tn 
and eternal judgment : Not that thereſſ* 
is in thoſe outward elements of bread}! 
and wine any deſtru&ive or hurrfulſÞ” 
quality, or that Chriſt , ſignified byſſ{" 
theſe elements, 1s become of his ownÞ'* 
bature a ſavour of death, and cauſe offÞ* 
damnation to any ; bur becauſe in theſſÞ* 
profane uſe of thoſe holy things theyſP' 
commir fearful ſin, whereby God's 
wrath 1s provoked again them tot 
che puniſhing of them with temporal 
and erernal xlagues. The Sacrament is 
not as poyſon, hich of its o'vn nature 
works death in the eater, but it is the} 
food of life, moſt healchful and nou. i 
riſhing unto the ſoul, 1f ic be recer © 
ved into an heart duly prepared for it}! 
Bur as the fruit of knowledge of good \ 
and evil might be wholſome in it ſelf, 
yet eAdam did eat his death, when || © 
he taſted of ic contrary to God's com-||! 
mandment; ſo this Table of the}? 
Lord, which is a fealt of choiceſt de. ſ/ 


licacies for the refreſhing of the Soul, 
when men. come rightly prepared 
there- 
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chereunto, becomes the bane and de- 
{ruR&ion of ſouls, when men preſent 
themnſelves thereat with unbelicving, 
impenirent, and ungodly hearts, This 
the Apoſtle meanerh in the word | he 
cateth and drinketh death) exung to him 
ef , damnation ; to teach us, why 
theſe things, ordained for our good, 
prove hurrful unto us, 1s no: in the 
y.Mthings themſelves, bat in mans ſin, 
ltvho unworthily partaxes of them. 
ra That other interpretation, ©* He eats 
;elſl© damnation unto: himſelf, not unto 
ireſſ0[* others, who communicate with him ; 
heffl this fits well againſt che Schiſmatical 
1. humors of ſome, who think our Sa. 
6 craments, and ſolemn Aſſemblies pol- 
ir: lured, by the fin of thoſe who are 
od vicked amongſt us, and therefore dare 
16, not joyn with us in the worſhip of 
en || God for fear of infe&ton. Bur this firs 
m- | not ſo well unto the Texr, «herein 
be 791 quis darmrnationem incurrat, ſed quis 
le. |. /t hnjus exitti author, judicat, as Beza 
al, | fruly notes upon this place, and word, 
dſl From theſe words thus expounded, 
rC- H I 
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1 deduce this pragical Concluſion, 
The profanation of God's mol} 

holy Worſhip deſerves eternal, and 

remporal puniſhments. 

I frame the Concluſion generally, 
rouching every part of God's worſhip, 
as well as the Sacrament, Tis a high 
diſhonour to the very perſon 6f Chritt, 
when the Sacrament of his bodyand 
blood 1s abuſed :'Tis alſo an horrible 
ſin conceived againſt the Majeſty of 
God, whenſoever we profane, and 
mock, an41 contemn him in any thing 
wherein he would be ſanQifed, and. 
honoured by us. 

And therefore we may aſcend from 
the particular to tnegeneral,and conhi- 
d27r now great a {in it 15 to profine any 
one whatſoever of the ſacred Ordinan- 
cez of God's Service, and what pu- 
niihment they incur who do ſo, All 
offences become greater, or leſs, ac- 
cording as that perſon, againſt whom 
they are commirted, 1s of more or 
leſs dignity ; taerefore a fin againſt 
God, 18 eteater than a- wrong againlt 
our netohbour, Fur- 
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Further, tnoſe offences which 1m- 
1 ſſnediarely rouch the perſon offended, 
K:e more hainous than thoſe that ſtrike 
\ ſhim ar the rebound : therefore 1f we 
n ompare the fins of the Firlt Table 


ith the fins againſt the Second, in 
he general we may judge thoſe fins, 
(hereby God himſelf is immediately 
ontemned in his worſhip, are greater 
han thoſe whereby he is deſpiſed 
ediate, & ſecundario, becauſe we 
eoleCt our duty to man, But not to 
ncer into an exact compariſon about 
h1s point, this 1s certain, that all the 
fences committed in the matter of 
521's worſhip are of a molt provoking 
ature, ſuch as he cannot. endure 
ithour ſevere puniſhmenc inflicted 
pon the offenders. Artheiſin, infide- 
57 hatred of God, ©. be {ins, the 
ry names waereof are rercible ; 1dos 
try, ſuperſtition, will- worſhip, pro- 
ne or neglivent Worſhip, theſe have 
; (entler names , but are moſt hateful 
a(t . '£ TRI | 
i $'5> againſt which God's wrath and 
 Ploukie barns, to fee his honour tram- 
H 2 pled 
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pled in tae duſt by baſe and finfulſh, 
wretches. A King muſt needs reſent, 
ic very highly, to be diſregarded inſſo| 
thoſe very ceremonies, wherein heſſkq 
looks for ſpecial honour from his ſub; 


je&s.: much more muſt God be offen- 
ded, if, when he hath made us for to 
honour him, we ſhall out of our pride 
deviſe other ways of our own to Wore 
ſhiphim; or, out of negligence, or 
profaneſs of.ſpirit, do thoſe things he 
hath preſcribed we care not how. 
Avatnit this fin God hath ever revea|ſſc« 
led from heaven his fierce wrath upon zr 
States, and Kingdoms, as well as pri 7, 
vate perſons, by whom he hath been; 
deſpiſed, and negleted in his wor (a 
ſhip. Curſed (ſaith Jeremy ch.48.9 #1 
10.) # he that doth the work, of the Lorllff © 
negligently, This was a 'particulalf tj 
threatning againſt thoſe , who woull ec; 
ſpare Moab, and not execute the fully x 
judgment of God upon that people i} 
rheir utter deſtruion, but kept bacY te 
rheir ſwords from blood ; notwitlY n 
ſanding the rule is applicable to al y 


pal 
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fullparticulars whatſoever in Gods ſervice» 
enCurſed 1s he that doth any thing ne” 

oligently, that God ſets him about 3 
or tis God's work,whoas he is a boun” 
10-Miful reivarder, ſo is he a ſevere exacte* 
of fairhful ſervice at our hands. He 
i{1l not withhold from us our revard , 
accordingly he looks that we ſhould 
not flatter him in our obedience. T'o 
ſlight him in his worſhip, doing mzt- 
ters by halves, ſeeming more to con- 
"Stent our 10le humors, than aiming {:n- 
ci cerely at his glory, is a foul contempr, 
OF and cannot but bring a curſe upon us : 
}7e have deſpiſed my name, ſaith God 
0 unto the Prieſts, 47al, 1, 6. Wherein, 
WE ſay they ? In that ye offer polluted bread 
IR 4p0n mine Altar, v.79, Matters were 
74 come to that paſs in this Prophets 
1 time, that neither Prieſt nor people 
1 cared art tne feaſt hoiv God was ſerved 
uly any thing they thought would content 
"FJ him, and therefore they preſumed 
cF to offer that to him, which they durlt 
not preſent to their Prince, or Go. 
fl vernour, The blind, the lame, the 
* | torn, 


| 
'= 
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FIRE - 
torn, the ſick, any thing Which thei A 
covetouſneſs could beſt part Withallmer 
as a ſacrifice good enough for God pra 
yeazas to the whole frame of Legal ce 
remonies they were utterly weary off jud 
them, counting tkem baſe and con|Þve 
remptible, and in effe& nothing butſÞhe| 
enprofitable drudgery. Doth Godſſl cal 
rake this well ar their hands ? Nofſf an 


he curſeth them for this their impie-lff ric 


ty: Curſed be the deceiver, which hath 
1n his flock a male, and vowtth , and ſal (e 
erificeth unto the Lord an nnclean thing © ti. 
the reaſon follovs, For 1 am a great bi 
King, faith the Lord of Hoſts, and my d 
name is dreadful among the heathen. i; 
Wherefore it muſt needs be an horri-ÞÞ n 
ble offence in the Jews, the people off j 
God, thus to vilifie ſo great a Maje. ff r 
ſty, when even the Gentiles them-ÞÞ 
ſelves yielded a more awful reyerence 
thereunto, 

E ſhall not reed to continue long 1n 
proving a truth ſo evident, that time 
and pains will happily be better im- 
ployed in making application, of 1t to'Þ 
Our ſelves. A 
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| Athreefold uſe of this point I com- 
Hr unto your conſideration ; and 
praftice. # 

Uſer, For information of our 
judgments, touching ſuch evils which 
ve ſee do befall men in this life. We 
behold the beſt Churches in great 
calamiry,the beſt mer ſorely affliged, 
and we wonder God ſhould deal o 
rigorouſly with thoſe who ſerve and 
worſhip him. We guels at many cau- 
ſes, but ſeldom do we hit upon the 
riohr, which here the Avolile attii= 
butes unto our profanation of the 0:= 
dinances of Gods worſhip : This 
icceligiouſneſs in God's ſervice is the 
main cauſe, as of other fins, ſo of all 
judomenes, Unriehteouſneſs 2g4inſt 
man iſſues from irrelioion rovards | 


| God, and therefore in puniſhment we 
muſt chiefly calt our eyes that ways, 


if we would follow the ſtream unto the 
firſt fountain, We commonly. look 
another way, and put off calamities 
upon other cauſes. If any other but 


"the Gy had told' theſe Corimhi- 


--B-4: ans, 
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as, that their Sicknefſes, and Death... 
was ſent upon them for the profana- 
tion of the Lord's Supper, they would. 


miſe 
ut 


have doubred of his opinion, May ab t 
were ich, and djed : bur what of that} $i; 
Men cannot live, and be well always; he 
theſe things came at adventure, or by 
courſe of nature; 'twas want of care 
in their dier, 'twas the malignity off _ 
ſome unwholſome diſh, want of exer- b. 
ciſes, 111 temper of the body, infe. 


Aion of the air, and ſuch like cauſes, a 
have made them ſick, and weakly ; h 
want of Phyſick, want: of looking to, c 


old age, or ſome ſuch matter, hail 
\ brought them to their end : Any thing 
rather than what the APoſtle ſpeaks 
of, ſhould be reckoned up as the cauſe 
of their preſent griefs. But he ha- 
ving a better ſpiiit to judge of mat- 


rers, tells them plainly, that whate« Þ 
ver they imagine, 'twas for the abuſe 
of the Sacrament [for this cauſe] that 
fickneſſes, and death reigns among 
them, | | 

When the Jews endured ſo many 
| | miſeries, 
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miſeries even from their firſt Planta- 
ion in the Land, co their final caſting 
out from thence, they were ſeſdom 
aware of this point, Thar thetr cor- 
\Friprions and abuſes in God's worſhip 
Fbrought ſuch plagues among them, 1E 
the PhiliPins » Cananites , "and other 
Borderers upon them , do ſpoil their 
country, tyrannize over them, and op- 
preſs chem with cruel ſlavery, as they 
did in the time of the Judees, they 
will interpret this to be nothing bur 
'F an old grudge, which theſe nations 

bare againſt the [ſraelites, for diſfo'- 

ſefling them of their countty , for 
which chey were hated, and all occa- 
ſions ſought ro work revenge. If the 
Kingdom be divided, that's nothing 
but. Rehoboam's folly, and i}l counſel 
of ill-adviſed Coutrtters, If Iſrael 
make war on Judah, or Judah upon 
 Þ [ſrael, rhar's bur policy to keep down 
| one another, left one ſhould encroach 
upon both Kingdoms. If there be c1- 
vil wats, that's through potent and 
ambitious Stateſmen : IF a Foreigner 
H 5 IN- 
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invade them, tis nothing but the 
pride of ambitious "T'yrants, who can- 
not be content with their own, but 
ſeek after glory and greatneſs in the 
ruine of other Kingdoms : Yea, if a 
Nabuthadoneſar carry them away Cap- 
tive out of their land, though they 
may think in the general God 18 net 
well pleaſed with rhem, yer they re= 
ſolve theſe efteRs into their cauſes 
more proper, as they conceive ; "(was 
weakneſs in their Kings, degenerating 
from their ancient valour, want of 
000d confederates, good counſellers, 


Skilful and truſty commandets, of va- 


liant ſoldiers, they were over- power'd 
by multitude, and theſe, and ſome 
other of much the like nattire, were 
the cauſe” of this misfortune, but of 
cheir fin they think not in that matrer, 
Many there were no doubt. judged 
better touching the ſucceſs of Civil 
and Ecclefiaftical affairs, whoſe eyes 
God had opened to diſcern the equal 
dependance between the fins, and the 


puniſhments of rhe preſent age 


wherein 
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wherein they lived : bur for the' ge- 
nerality of the State, their thoughts 
went another way afcer worldly poli- 
tick reaſons, Which was the cauſe that 
they being ſo often ſmitten, yer they 
returned not to God who ſmote them, 
becauſe they were 1gnorant of their 
fins,for which he ſmore them. Thence 
in many erievous calamities of Eſtate, 
they did what they could by all polt= 
rick means, to uphold the ruines 
thereof : Hof. 5.13.7. 11, They callto 
Egypt, they 70 to Aſyyria : but yer here 
was no reformation ar all of the horti= 

ble corruptions of Gad's pure religion, 


| this-they looked: nor after, as if all 


bad - been-well on that fide 3 whereas 
indeed thermatin. breac", ach threat- 
ned. the downfall of thar o1orious 


| State, Was not in the roof or des of - 


the building, namely in the Laws, and. 
Civil oovernment, but 1n' that only 


| ſtrong pillar, %hereupon all reſted, 


Viz, Religion, n0W rent: and: torn in 
Pers 


Hd we a hiftory of thoſe times «oY 
the 
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the Jewiſh State, compiled by Jewiſhſerro 
: plea 
unto us with ſome publick events, ſ|ma 


Politicians living then, and rehearſed 


which we find recorded in the Scrip- ÞÞof £ 
tures, it would quickly appear by rhe JScat 


compariſon, that God judged other- 
\\ iſe of the cauſes of thoſe things than 
the State then did. 'Thoſe Rories 
would be like unto theſe written in 
latter ages touching Chriſtian Com. 
mon wealths, where Church and State 
are put aſunder, as having little Ce 
pendance one upon another : All no- 
table events, proſperous, or unhappy, 
' the rifing or decay of States, or great 
men in the State, &c.. are nicely, and 
rictly inquired into, all.counſel and 
circumſtances ſcanned, and cenſured ; 
but for Religion, what intercourſe ir 
hath with ſuch events, there's. ſcarce 
ſo much as a glance that way, ſo blind 
and earthly 1s every man in diſcerning 
aright of God's judements, and. the 
. courſe of his government over all hu- 

mane affairs. | 
Wherefore, that Man may ſee his 
error 


Re! 


©: » + Bi 


ſhſerror in this point, God hath been: 
<d fipleaſed by revelation from heaven to- 
S, make known unto him the chief cauſe 
p- Bof ſuch calamities, which come upon 


e 
bo 


States, and Kingdoms profeſling true 
Religion : For which cauſe and pure 
poſe God hath raiſed - up Prophets: 
from rime to time, to put the Jews in 
remembrance of that, which other- 
wiſe they would not have: thought of, 
21z, that for their abominable corrup- 
tions.1n God's worſhip, and other fins 
proceeding thence, they were thus 
plagued. Theſe men cried out loud 
enough to be heard, ſaying, (as it 1s 
2 Kings 17,13.) Turn from your evil 
ways, and keep my commandments. But 
then, as now,the contemned Prophets 
preached to little purpoſe ; they 
might ralk till they were weary, few 
men regarded what they ſaid, Where- 
fore God hath cauſed their Sermons, 
and the ſtories of their times, to be 
recorded in everlaſting monuments, 
that all ages of the world: may take 
notice of the- true cauſe of God's 

Judge 
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judgments : wherein we ſee, thar [## 
God paſleth by, as ſcarce worth the anſW 
naming, all civil conſiderations, and bec a, 
brings all the proſpericy or adverfity of th 
of the- Church, or State, to this end, Þ'* 
©Iz, the negle& or regard had unto. 
Religion, and, Juſtice. The children N'*7 
of 1ſrael did wickedly in the fight of NP 
the Lord, they ſerved Baal, and the I” 
Gods,of the Nations, they forſook the the! 
Lord, they walked nor: in his Statutes. kn 
Theſe-be- the.reaſons-for which:mar- £# 
ters 20ill with them, as we find itat £* 5 
large expreſſed, Fuages 2. and 2 King, | 
17. and'2, Chroy, 36. Yea, in this | 
matter, God. gave unto them.a:general 7 
rule, whereby. to. reQifie their judg-. i ©* 
ments, and ours in the like. caſe, in the V 
29; of Deut, where CMaſes tellsthem, d 
that when their poſterity, .or ſtrangers : 
V 
{ 


from a far land, (ſhould ſee the plagues 
of the Jews country, and:the diſeaſes 
thereof, wherewith: the | ord ſhould 
ſmire it, chey,would ask afcer the rea-- 
{on of 1c, and fay., Wherefore hath the 
Lora. done this, unto this land ? What 
Rs " means 
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means the heat of this great angey 2-The 
anſwer folloivs ; Then men ſhall ſay, 
becauſe they have forſaken the covenant 
of the Lord God of their fathers, which 
e made with them when he brought thens 
forth out of the land of Egypt: for they. 
went and ſerved cther Gods , and wore. 
(hipped them, - Gods whom they knew. 
yt, and whom he had nat grven unto- 
them : And the auger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt this land,to bring uponit 
all the curſes written im thi book, ver.24. 

25:26, 27, : NET 
According to this obſervation we. 
may judge of the ſtate of the Ehri« 
ſian. Church, ruined in the Eaſt by; 
Saracens, and Turks, over-run in the 
Weſt, by. Goths, Vandals, and other 
Notthern nations ; then, when Relt. 
oion was corrupted by Herefies, by: 
Superſitious abuſes brought. into: the. 
worſhip of God, eſpecially 1nto rhe, 
Sacramenr, more and mere polluted: 
by abominable vanicies, by pride.and 
contention amongſt the Biſhops, by- 
negligence in the inferiour Clergy, by 
rurning 
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turning Religion into regular Hypo | 
criſy, each one ſerving God after the on 
Statutes of cAhab, and Decrees of 
the houſe of Omri, I mean after 'the Þ q: 
rule of this new deviſed order, but 
not accotding to that rule preſcribed 
in the Word, by which atone all muſt BP. 
walk, who expe& peace upon them- 
ſelves and the Iſrael of God, When 
thus by ſuperſtition, profaneſs, impi- £.. 
ety, and all filrhy corruptions in do- 1. 
Qrine, and manners, the name of Þ 
Chriſtians became to be even a diſno- 
nour unto Chriſt, God dealt with Þ 
them as before he had done with the 
Jewiſh Church, delivering them over 
into the hands of cruel enemies, who 
vexed, and beſet: them on every fide. 
Bur whar ſhall we ſay unto the Chur- 
ches reformed , and purged from the 
leaven of ſuch corruptions 2 May we | 
apply this rule unto them ? Yea, we 
muſt even in the days of diſtreſs, and 
trouble, wherein God dafheth che: | 
Nations of the Earth together, break 
ing them one. upon another like Far 
then. 


———.. 
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then veſſels. Now, that the King- 


doms of the earth are ſhaken, and the 
Church of God perſecuted, and af- 
fliged with fire, ſword, and deſola 
tion, We, Who are yet but paſſengers, 
001Ng on In quiet by the way, cannot 
but behold, and bewail her ſorrow, 
which ſitteth upon the ground, weep= 
ing ſore in the mght for theſe miſeries 
that are come upon her, O that our 


| heads were full of water, an our eyes 
a fountain of tears, that we alſo could 


weep day and night for the ſlain ef the 


| daughter of Sion But now if we ſtand 
fill, and wonder, and enquire, How 


doth the City ſit ſolstary,that was full of 


| people | How 1s ſhe become 4 widow | She, 


who was great among the nations, and a 


| Princeſs among the Provinces, how ts 


ſhe become tributary! Lame 1, v.1. 
Hear what anſwer her ſelf will make : 
The yoke of my tray[greſſions is bound 
by kts hand, they are wreathed, and come 


I 7 upon my neck: therefore it follows, 


He hath made my ſtrength to. fall, the 
Lord bath delivered we to their bands, 
from 
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from whom I was not able to riſe upſ(vbl 
v.14. And again, The Lord is righteres: 
0x4, for I have rebelled againſt his con$s 4 
' mandments : hear, I pray you,all people the 


aud behold my ſorrow ; my virgins, and 
my yourg men are gone into captivity 
V. 18. And again , Behold, O Lordſrel 
for I am in diftreſs, my bowels are trouſy D\ 
bled, my beart 1s turned within me, for 0's 
T have grievouſly rebelled, v. 20, ThisNh 
1S It, tis the: fins of the Church rhat]}Þ ©0 
kindle a fire in her Palaces, her fins} © 
that ſharpen her enemies ſword to theſſ © 
flaughter, her ſins that deſtroy her » 
| ſtrong holds, ( 
Let us not here complain of Prin. I < 
ces, blame we know not Whom, nor it ' 
for what; as if all had been well, had IÞ * 
they done; or would they do, as we Þ 
have contrived it : but ler us lay the 
blame where the fault lies, and ſay, 
that they were the ſins of the Church 
which kepr good things from her, and. 
brought evil upon her : and ler us (till 
be ſighing in filence ; for tis the Lord 
bath done this, even he hath done that 
| Which 
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#}which he had deviſed, He hath cove- 
ref red the daughter of Sion with a cloud in. 
$1: anger,and caſt down from heaven unto. 
the earth the beauty of Jſrael, Lam.2.1. 
Indeed Reformation 1s a glorious 
1K name, and a Church reformed and 
a reſtored to puricy of DoArine, and 
*} Diſcipline, 1s a glorious Society : but 
ef tis one thing to have God's pure Wor 
is ſbip eſtabliſhed by Law, another thing 
1 to have 1t ſerled in mens hearts, and 
| obſerved in their pratice, The Do« 
ef Qrine of a Church may. be pure, the 
rÞ Sacraments rightly adminiſtred, the 
(-overnment duly ordereo, and yer 

, © God may be highly diſhonoured by 
* & that Church , when that which 1s well 
| Þ appointed, is not yer well uſed. This 
© was haply the Corinthians caſe in this 
text ; they did not, for ought we can 

| prove, peryert the Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament, adding, or omitting any 

F thing material tothe eflence thereof 3 
| bur yer they diſpleaſed God in the 

| Celebration of it, becauſe they obſer- 

| ved the outward form, but with 1rre- 

| ligious 
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livious and graceleſs hearts, making 
to themſelves no Spiritual benefit at 
all. Ir is ſo with any Church, where- 
In purity of DoErine, Sacraments,and 
Diſcipline is maintained 5 bur this 
form of godlineſs 1s without the pows- 
er of it, no fruits thereof appearing in 
mens obedience unto the goſpel. 1 
ſpeak not this to accuſe our brethren, | 
but to warn our ſelves; they feel the ſl 
ſmarr, and no doubt do know their 1 
ſins : our duty is to pray for them,that i 
God would ſpeak peace to his people 
in their afflition, and reſtote unto Þþ | 
them joy of heart, for the days of Ik * 
mourning which they have ſeen ; ler I © 
us pitty them, and look to our ſelves, 
whoſe priviledges and bleſſings are as i 
many as theirs, and our fins haply | 
more : Ler us be inſtant in prayer, 
that God would pardon the defo:mi.- 
ties of the Reformed Church, I mean 
our negle& of his Worſhip, contempt 
of his Word, the ſcorning of his Mi. 
niſters, the profanation of the Sacra- 
ment, the deſfiſling of CONT; 
the 
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the ſchiſms and diſcords amongſt us, 
the profaneſs of mens lives, the inf- 
delity, atheiſm, pride, intemperance, 
injuſtice, with ſuch corruptions as 
diſgrace Chriſtian religion, diſcredic 
our moſt Chriſtian Church, diſhonour 
God, provoke his wrath againſt the 
Land, T's not the power of an ene« 
my, the conſpiracy of Jeſuits, the 
malice of Hell, that fhall endanger us, 
if eur fins do not fight more power- 
fully againſt us, than the craft and 
force of any adverſary. Sparethen, O 
Lord, thy people, and be merciful 


{ unto the 1niquities of the remnant of 


thine inhericance ; pardon our (ins, 


| and help us gratiouſly, ſo ſhall thy 


bleſſing always continue upon the 


| head of thine Anointed, thy favour 


upon his Poſterity, thy peace upon 
the Church, and proſperity upon thy 
people. I have but one word more 


{ to ſay, and II have done, and thar is, 


2. For Exhortation, that we 
would pur in praRtice what we know 
touching this point, 

' Pro- 
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 Profaneſs in matters of Gods wore 
ſhip brings temporal and eternal: pu. 
niſhments upon a man : Apply this to 
that condition wherein thou art, whe. 
cher in proſperity,or adverfity.If affli. 
Aion be upon thee in thy body, thy 
ſoul, thy name, thy eſtate, thy friends, 
come to the Sacrament, and make 
ſearch where, and what thy fin is: 
Say With thy ſelf, Do not1 neele& 
ſome parts of God's worſhip ? Do 1 
not uſe others careleſly 2 Where thou 
 findeſt the fault, repent of 1t, amend 
it preſently, ſo God will remove his 
rod from thee, and in due time make 
thy pathes proſperous. But if they be 
ſo already, ana thou defireſt to have 
thy peace continued unto thee here, 
learn the way to enjoy comforts, and 
prevent many ſorrows: Atrend dili- 
oently to the worſkip of God, do not 
run 1t over heedleſly, do him ſervice, 
and do it furhfally, elſe tts no ſervice 
bur fſloath : Hear the Word of God, 
but attentively, and mix ic with faith ; 
pray, but fervently ; faſt, but unſoore 

the 
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he bands of wickedneſs ; receive the 
1craments, but fruirfully. Do not 
heſe things as common bulineſles, g0 
ot to Church as thou wouldeſt go ro 
hy Chamber; Preach not, nor hear 
Sermonz- as thou wouldeſt do an O- 
ation, Pray not to God as thou woul- 
leſt ſpeak to a man, come not to the 
ord's Table as to an ordinary repaſt ; 
uc on other afteions and thoughts 
n (acred, than thou doeſt in civil, bu- 
ineſſes ; adviſe with thy ſelf, before 
hou meddle with them ; In doing of 
hem, fir up thy heart to a regard of 
Lod, with whom rhou att to do; of 
hy ſoul, whoſe welfare or deſtruAton 
iepends much upon theſe things : 
Know, that 1t 1s no light matter to 
ock God to his face $ to com2 be= 
ore him with the body, and draw 
ear with the lips, but turn from him 
In thy heart z to make a ſhew of re- 
-19ding him, bur indeed to flight him. 
Remember Solomon's rule, Take need 
2 thy foot, Eccleſ, 5. 1, when then goeſt 
? the horſe of God , 1,&. to pertorm 
any 
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any wotſhip unto him : Take heed to 
thy footing, be ſecure where thou go- | + 
eſt, and be more ready to hear, that is, 
to obey God's will, declared to thee 
In his word, thas to offer the ſacrifice of " 
Fools, 1,e. to obſerve the ceremony,and 1 
outWard worſhip, without obedience, | 
and 1nward grace 3 as fools do, who 
think by ſuch ſervice they pleaſe God, (\ 
Whereas in ſo doips they do evil, and 
oreatly offend him : Only this ſpiri- 
cual ſervice in faith and obedience is 
acceptable to him, all other without 
this 1s vain, neither pleaſeth God, nor 
profits us. This doing, we ſhall have 
proſperity , providing well for our 
comfort in this life, in eſcaping many 
evils, which profaneſs would bring 
upon us, and alſo for our happineſs in 
the world to come, | 
Thus much be ſpoken concerning}? 
rhe fin of unworthy receiving , name- } 
ly, that by ſo doing men run them- 
ſelves into hazard of temporal and e- 
rernal judgments , in this-29. v. I 
now proceed unto the 3o. verſe, 
wherein 
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wherein the Apoſtle (hews unto the 
Cormthians the danzer of their p'ofa-, 
nation of rhe Sacrament, by a piict- 
cular inſtance of their preſent miſeca- 
ble condition, wherein toey nov were 
by reaſon of ſuch their offence. Whac 
he had ſpoken generally toucaing all 
unworthy Communicants, that they 
eat and drink damnation unto them- 
ſelves, he declares to bz mo#® true in 
a real experiment amone(t themſelves, 
in the words of the 35th. verſe. 


For this cauſe maiy among you are 


124k, and ſick, and many ſleep, 


They need not look far for 2 proof, 
let chem but curn home their eyes 
upon themſelves, they might ſee ap- 
prrent-marks of Goi's anger againſt 
them, for their firful abuſe oft the 


Iblefſed Sxcrament, | The weak and. 


ickly bodies, rhe dead carcaſſes of {6 
mwiny amongſt them , were witnefles 
.ffi-ient rhar God w:s highly diſple1- 
ſed with chem for profaning this holy 
table, | | The 
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The words fall into two parts p: 
1. A Cauſe, for this cauſe, his Tun, ot 
for this matter, namely, a fin beforeſſa 
mentioned z for not diſcerning theſſſel 
Lord's body in the Sacrament. tf 

2. AnEffeR, and thar is a particu 
lar puniſhment deſcribed, - 1. By theſſth 
perſons, upon whom it 1s inflicted ; 
and yet not one, or tio, but manz 
there were who ſuffered it, many 4- 
mong you. 2, By the qualities, and 
degrees of this puniſhment : tis bodi-Wjda 
ly, upon the outward man, in threeÞn 
degr2es, weakneſſes, fickneſles, death :v: 
AM any are weak, ewes, and ſick Þo: 
appagor, and many ſleep, xotwavla 1.0): 
are dead. Of cheſe briefly, and plain-{h: 
ly. "00 
, [ For this cauſe.) The Apoſtle hereſy 
admoniſherh them of chat, which theyÞi: 
of themſelves would not eafily havePir 
thought of: God puniſherh chem, Þa; 
yer ſtill chey profane the Sacraments.ſec 
And why ? They were - not aware,ſfc:: 
that theſe plagues were ſent by Godpar 
for their ſin, therefore the ApolſileFar 
point: 


& 


(15471) 
points out unto them the true cauſe 


of all their miſery 3 for this canſe, 
Mſaith he, are ye punilhed, What ever * 


clſe rhey migac vainly imagine : twas 
cheir abuſe 'of the Lo: of $ Supper, 

which drew all chac miſchief upon 
eflthem to teach us, that 

| Miny are punithed, who yer are 
T 12norant Of the cauſe Why they 
all are puniſhed. 

dl Naturally we are all children of 
i-fdarkn=ſs, and like men in the dark we 
eeſknow not by whom, nor wherefore 
h Ive are (micren, When (od irikes us 
ek ſor fin, Sathan deals-with us as th 
. e0zvs with Chriſt, blindfold him, and 
in-ſ{hen bid him prophelie who ſmote_ 

him: So ln affittions, we- common- 

ere ih orope as blind men, geuelling ar 
heyſhiz cauſe, or that, bar ſ*ldom Falls 
aveÞing on the light, Icis he great un- 
em, zppineſs of our 199972NT Gy. COrrup- 
my minds, never {9 K30v' Atlght our 
are,fſtiends, or foes ; add itus the policy of 
GodÞacran to delude ous judemepts by 
oſtlefarmal reaſoning, chat When G04 3 
21A! L-2 figs 


(72) 
fi&s us to bring us.to repentance, wefj& 
ſhould yet do then more and moreflre 
wickedly, by not ſeeing or attendineſ}ar 
the fin for-Wwhich we are puniſhed,ſſor 
that ſo by {in ve might be brought in-Pne 
to miſery,and by miſery our fin might} 
be yet increaſed, This note ſervesÞſu 
us unto a double uſe, tt 
1, To let us underſtand whar m 
among other , 1s one true cauſe off gt 
mens unprofitableneſs under the affli- 
Aing hand-of God : hence their mur- 
murine, and 1mpatience, and want of 
reformation, becauſe they do not 
riohtly diſcern wherefore this or that 
puniſhment lies upon them. Cre? 
Lures accuſtomed unto darkneſs are off 
all others molt herce, and furious, a 
beaſts of prey : ſo men abiding in th 
darkneſs of corrupted niture, have 
brutiſh an4 fierce affeRions, full © 
race, and fury; when they are provo{lic 
ked by any ſmart, and pain ; they fliqco 
upon God, and man, and every thingſe! 
which approachesrthem, hoping there: 
by to rid themſelves of their - th 
10 


IS 


(173) 
e[ion, not by a reformation, but by 4 
eflrevenge, Bur when once (uch men 
Hare brought forth inco-the light, they 
d, orov tamer; then they ſee the foul- 
n-ſoeſs of their offences, how much evil 
befthey have done, yer how little they 
el ſuffer 1n compariſon : whence they 
truly judee, that it 1s unreaſonable ro 
cf mucmur 202inf God , who hath fo 
off great reaſon to chaſliſe them. 
li 2. To teach us what juſt cauſe - 
114there 15 we ſhould be correRec by 
off (30d, to the end we may came to the 
off knewledoe of our ſelves, Indeed cor- 
1 regions of themſelves cannot do this, 
eJtis the word, and inſtru&ion, which 
off bring us tothe krowlede of our ellare, 
aY But ordinurily, infiructions Pierce NOT 
ug till correRtions have ſharpned. Then 
avJ2 man, who lives in peace, and eaſe, 
 offis apt to paſs by rebukes, with very 
vo{lictle notice of them, perhaps with 
fliqcontempr, becauſe he judgerh him - 
inJſelf- well : but when chaſtiſerents 
?re[have ſoftned the heart, and weaknel 
the conſcience, then rebukes h-ve x 
I 3 keener_ 


(274) 
keener 'edge, and wound deeply {f © 
wierefore Solomon ſaith excellently! 
Prov: 6,23, The commandment 1s a" 
lamp. and the law is alight, and reP® 
proofs of wſtrutltion are the way of lifel\ 
Inſtructions are the light, which guidgp' 
us in the way, but correRions joynedÞ': 
with them quicken our eye-fight, andſ 
make us heedful to follow the dire} 
&ions of the Word, Ir is with manÞ" 
in this caſe, as with unreaſonable b 
creatures, for every man born 1s, ag" 
Jcb ſpeaks, like a wild Aſſes cole" 
which, when they are puniſhed for g 
any faulc, we uſually bring them unto 
the ſight of that thing wherein they * 


| havedone it, elſe they never amend | 


ſuch 1s our dulneſs in diſcerning ourſt 
faults, that we ſeldom ackowledge, or [ 
amend them, till correRion hath" 
made us look about us, and, learn that, 
which inftruQion alone could not} 
reach us, 1t 7s good for me, ſaith the|' 
Prophet David, that / have been affli-| 
fled, that 1 might learn thy law. P\, 119. 
71. Rad he not been taught ir beſore? 

| Yes, 


(175) 

ly $f es, but vexatio dat iatelleflum, Aa” 
tly erlity was a better Schoolmaſter than 
;s MnſtruRion, and that makes him heed 
reow, what before he attended not. 
ife(Wherefore when Gods hand 1s any 
1d&1mMe beavy upon us, ler this be our 
1edſilt care, that every one know the plagne 
nd; 1s own heart, as Solomon ſpeaks, 
re! K'-gs 8, 38, This knowledg of the 
ann 1s the firſt Rep to repentance, and 
bleſt Þat is the only way to eſcape the pu« 
agniſhment :-Ler us imirace the Church 
len the Lamencarions, firſt, lay down 
forfiiis as a general concluſion, Thar fin 
\olbrings affligion , Wherefore doth a l:- 
ey ing man complain, or murmur for the 
d Ipamhment of his fins ? 3, v.39. then 
ur[go to a particular application to our 
orf ſelves, entring into a ſerious confide- 


th]ration of our o:vn ways, to find the fin 
ar, |for which we. are afflited : Ler ws. 


orþ ſearch, and try our ways, and turn again 


he | mnto the Lord ; let ws lift up our hearts. 


7; | with our hands unto God tn the heavens: 
We have tranſgreſſed and have rebelled, 
e2| 41d thou haſt not pardoned. v, 40, 41, 


S, | I 4. 43 > 


( 176.) | 
__ Vithout this courſe obſerve 
there 1s nothirg to be expeQed fion 
any perſon in effiition, and miſery 
bt only ſullen and unjuſt cemplainty 
With flut born continnance in. his (in 
He will blame God, curſe men, ct 
out vfon the malice of Satzn, the ma 
lienity of the ſtars, the unhappy courſs 
of ſecond cauſes, he will find faul 
with all things , and that moſt, whict 
1s leaſt ro be blamed, not conſiderine 
in the mean while that his ſin ha 
procured all this upon him, Why-cry 
eft thou for thize aff/ifion, ſaith God te 
the Jewiſh Church, Jer. 30. 15. cem 
 plaining bitterly ' of her miſerable 
eſtate? Why cryeſt thou, why Col 
thou complain to no purpoſe ? If thou 
wile erieve at any thing, grieve at 
thy lin, never look to cure thy ſor- 
row ill thy fin be cured : ſor ſo it 
follows, Thy ſorrow is incurable i” the 
multitude of thine intquities, becauſe 


thy ſins mere increaſed 1 have done theſe 
thizgs urtos thee, Now to avoid this 
miſchief, obſerve a few diceQions, 

| which 


E- (177) 
Which may he'p us to find out our fins- 
| when we lie under puniſhment : they 
ace theſe, | 

r, Diligent medication in 13s 
nf Word , whereby we hall learn whac 
are the. fins which go before ſuch and 
ſuch puniſhments ; whereunto: we 
jy muſt. joyn humble prayer unto God 
"y for wiſdom to diſcern our own co: - 
<F rupt hearts, and lives, that ſo by the 
1 light of the Word, and affiſtance ot 
the Spirit, we may purſue the ſearch 
7] till we find out the malefaRor. When 
the Iſraelites were beaten by the Ca- 
-1] nanites at As, and they were 1gnorant 
for what offence that diſaſter hzp- 
pened to them, Joſuah and the reſt 
berook them ro falling and prayer be- 
fore the Ark: after that God ſaid to. 
of- Foſuah, Get thee up, wherefore. leſt 
thou thus upon thy face, Iſrael bath ſin- 
ned. Joſ. 7.10, 11, It was A har's 

le] thefr of execr:ble £9018, that had 
ee troubled all Iſrael; till th: be expia- 
red, God will not be 1th then any. 

Fi longer, Lec us do the like, wien wy 
; I 5 unknown 
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vhknoWn fin troubles us: when our | 
bodies are Giltempered , our eſtates | 
decaying, Our conſciences diſquiered, 
and we now not Wherefore, let us 
fall down before the Ark, have re- | 
courſe to God's Word, and Prayer, 
aSk counſel of God, and he ſhall diſs | 
cover unto us, who is that eAchan, | 
what ſecret accurſed fin it 1s that | 


works us all. this miſery, 


quality of the puniſhment it ſelf : for 
this rule holds true very commonly, 
]hat God puniſhes men in the ſame 
kind they offend ; whence it will be | 
eatie by the puniſhment to judge of 
the fin. -If a land be ſmicten with a 
famine of bread, tis becauſe plenty 
bred luxury ; 1f with the famine of 
the Word , tis becauſe twas enter- 
tained with diſobedience, and .con. 
rempt ; if with poverty, tias becauſe 
riches bred vices : If Daviddefile his 
neighbours hed or wife, ſo ſhall Abſa- 


2, Let us conſider diligently the | 
| 


toy "Geal with his own Concubines ; 


if he murder #riah, ſo ſhall I 
| Oo 
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$do to Ammon , and ſeek to do the ſame- 
to h1s father, 


Is a man troubled with 


diſobedient children , tis likely he 


7304. ills PTE AIG ni”. -- 294+ 


0 VF ee PERCENT HOPE RENE AI YE 7 nt, 


himſelf was ſo ro his own Parents? 
If friends be unfaithful to thee, haſt 
not thou been ſo to thine, or haſt not 
made fleſh thine arme, and pur more 
truſt in them than in God ? Is diſ- 
orace fallen upon thee, and waſt thou 
not proud before ? Do thy gifts of 
body or mind decay, and is it not be- 
cauſe rhou art high-minded, unthank. 
ful to God, and ſcornful of meaner 


men ? In ſhort, look unto the puniſh- 


| ment, and confider 1t duly, we ſhall 


commonly find, Thar in the ſame, or 
ſome other kind nearly proportio- 
nate, as we have done in finnine, ſo 
God hath done to us in puniſhing. 

3, Obſerve adviſedly the accuſa- 
tions, Which at ſuch artime thy cr1:- 
ſcience ſhall bring again(: rhee, Con- 
ſcience 1s a faithful regiſter , and 
whatever drowſineſs may poſleſs it in 
times of peace, yet ſo ſoon as its 
made ſenſible of the fear of approact< 


ng 


terations in the. ſoul that's rainted | 


(180) 
ing judgment , or labours under the 
burden of preſent ſmart, it grows very 
chamorous, and will oive us informa 
tion touching our fate, both true e! 
roueF, 2nd loud enough , if we liſten| 
LO what ic ſ:ith. If a Norm be com: 
ing, the Sea quickly betokens it. 
by its working, and change of colour, 
2nd In corrupt bodies the leaſt altera-| 
tion of. the wether breeds a diflemn«| 
per : ſo do all. outward changes, whe-} 
ther felt, or feared, work ſirange al-| 


with the quilc of any foul. tranſgreſfſi- | 
on ; then the ns, which were almoſt | 
forgotten , are all repreſented and | 
brought to a freſh remembrance, as if | 
done but yeſterday : and if we co at= | 
tentively obſerve what thoſe things | 
are which conſcience then pleads 2 
oainſt us, We ſhall hear it declare it 
ſelf in ſuch voices as theſe: Seeſt 
thou not judgment ready,nov to take 
hold on thee, for ſuch an, at ſuch a 


titre committed ? If thou doſt re- 


member, -nce thou committed(t ſuch 


a 


(1831) 
a ſecret abomination , now ſee God 
puniſheth thee for it openly : - So ma- 
ny years 220 ſuch a villany was ated 
by thee, now atlaſt God doth puniſh 
thee for it, 

Admirable is the work of conſci- 
ence in this regard, and very remark- 
able in the brethren of Joſeph: They 
had ſold their brother, and couſened 
their father, and all was concealed for 
along. time ;. after they. go down.to. 
Egypt, they are rovghly uſed by their 
unknown brother, impriſoned as ſpies, 
no entreaties or Apologies procure 
their enlargement : now their fin re- 
vives, and their brother Foſeph.comes 
Into their minds : they cannot ſiifle 
it, their traiterous and unmerciful 
uſage of their poor b:other ſwells in 
their conſciences, and breaks forth:in 
their tongves; they cannot take ſo. 
much time as til they be all in pri- 
vate, but even in Foſeph's preſence 
they muſt diſcover it,}#e are guilty Con- 
cermirg. our brother, and therefore 1s this 
diſtreſs Come Pon us, Gen. 42,2 I, ik 

| 0 
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(182) 
Fob in his elder years , when he fell 
into thoſe great calamities, though a 


holy and good man, yet confeſſerh that 


he ſmarted for the Gns of his youth : 
Thou writeſt bitter things again#t me, 
and makeſt me to poſſeſs the ſins of my 
youth, ſaith he, Fob 13.26. Sin may be 
ſoon commutred,but it 1s nor ſo quick- 
ly forgotten: God remembers it, and 
Conſcience regiſters it, and an hun- 
dred years after the fa& is done a man 
may hear on't to his woe and grief a- 
24in, | 


By theſe DireCions well obſerved, 


we may ſpeedily attain to the know= 
ledge of our fin, for which at any time 
Gods puniſhing, hand lies upon us, 
that ſo knowing where the diſeaſe lies, 
ve may with ſpeedy ſucceſs apply the 


medicine of repentance, and true re- 


formation. - 
- And fo much of this point, 1 g0 
orvard.. y 
For this Cauſe mauy are weak, For 
che abuſe of this Sacrament, in nor diſ- 
cerning the Lord's body, God plagued 
| them 
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| them in ther own bodies with diſes- 


ſes, and death : hence the Conclu- 
fion 1s, 
Thar the abuſe of Spiritual good 


things cauſeth loſs of bodily, and tem- 


poral. 
This 1s agreeable to reaſon , and 
equity, that where the greater good 


| 1s deſpiſed, there men ſhould be pu- 
| niſh'd with deprivation of that good 


—X— _ a IT. iS * bois Anon lo? MW 


which 1s leſs in worth, but greater in 
their eſteem to the evil, that by the 
want of this they might learn to have 


| a better regard untothe other. "They, 


who abuſe Spiritual good things, will 
much more abuſe remporal : wheres 
fore God at once both preyents their 
fn in theſe by taking them away, and. 
alſo puniſheth their ſin in” thoſe by. 
ſuch a deprivation of theſe, Beſides 
It is the nature'of ſin, as It infeas 
the ſoul, ſo it injures the body, and all 
external good things. Adam's abuſe 
of the forbidden fruit brought deſtru- 
Rion upon his ſoul, and deach upon 
his body, and a curſe ugon the world, 


which 


( 34) 


- Which God had given him as his pa” 


crimony, and inheritance, No leſs 
dangerous is the abuſe of the com- 
manded fruit (ſo we ſhall call Chriſt 


the Tree of life) in the Sacrament : 
They whoear it worthily, feed there- 


by both ſoul , and body ; they who 
profanely uſe it, bring deſtrugion 


upon both. Godlineſs, ſaith the A = 
poltle, hath the promiſe of this life, 


and of that which is to come, and there- 
fore Ungodlineſs hath the threatnings 


of both. My ſon, let thine heart keep 


my commanaments, ſaith Solomon, 


Prov, 3.1, If he do ic, they ſhall 
bring him increaſe of days, proſperity, | 
favour in the fight of God and many. 

health to his navel, aud marrow tohis 

bonts,v.$.With abundance into his barns | 
ayd wine-prefſes, as it follows in the | 
Ioth verſe of that chapter : So on the. | 
other fide, where God is diſobeyed, 
his Word and Ordinances deſpiſed, 
rhere nothing remains neither for ſoul, 


nor body, goods nor name th1t pro- 
ſper well, but Sin like a blaſting ind 
| makes 
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like a leafe. 
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4.5 & ARID, 
makes all to wither, and fade away - 
'This may teach-us two things... 

1, That if we would have our bo- 
dies and lives to be pretious in Gods 
account, we ſhould learn bighly to 
elteem his Service, and holy Ordinans. 
ces: If we contemn the ſacred body 
and blood of Chriſt, and make no 
reckoning of his death, it is bur juſt 
with God to vive us our vile and fin- 
ful bodies to be as dung for the earth, 


. that ſickneſs ſhould conſume us, and 


the grave have dominion over us, No 
marvel if.we be left to bodily ficknet- 
ſeſles,, v\ hen we labour not to feel the 
ſirengthning power and comfort of 
the Sacrament in our ſouls; if we. 
diſhonour God in deſpifing his Word, 
Sacrament, and Miniſters, tis equal 
that he ſhould pour contempt upon 
us, and give our names for a reproach 
upon earth. They only can expe& 
that God ſhould have a tender regard 
of their lives, health, credit, and 0- 
ther things they enjoy, who have in 

: them- 
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chemſelve a dutiful reſpeR of his glo- 
ry, and do with all thankfulneſs and 
oood conſcience receive and uſe the 
favours and means of grace he beſtows 
on them. | 

2. 'T his. ſhews the cauſe, why ma- 
ny times thoſe, who profeſs true re- 
lioion, fare worſe than others, in re- 
oard of ſo many troubles and affiigt- 
ons as befall rhem more than others : 
the reaſon 1s, beczuſe as the Spiritual 
_l things, Which God beſtows on 

is Church, are greater than any other 
favours which he 1mparts unto other 
men; ſo 1s their abuſe of them more 
highly diſpleaſing unto God, than the 
contempt of more inferiour favours. 
But of this I have ſpoken largely upon 
the 29, verſe, therefore I do but name 
it now. To proceed, 

Many among you are ſich, &c. 

The fin of profaning the Sacrament 
Was not a particular private fin of ſome 
one, or few amongſt the Cormthians, 
but it was a publick diſorder, and a 
common fault amoneſt the greateſt 
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(387) 
part, Now accordingly the puniſh- 
ment lights not upon a few, here and 
there one, but upon many, as there 
were many who ſinned. But yet 
touchine the community of rheſe 
judgments upon theCorimthiarChurch, 
it 15 to he noted, thar they were not 
ſuch judgments as came indifferently 
upon the city of (or:mth, for then 
they might have replied, thar theſe 
fckneſfſes and deaths came not upon 
them for their profanarion of the Sas 
crament, ſeeing they lighted as well 
upon the reſt of the idolatrous citt= 
zens ; wherefore as the fin was pecus 
liar to the Chriſtians,whowere in Coe 
rinth, ſo alſo were the puniſhments 
in ſome ſpecial extraordinary manner 
infliged upon them , whereby it ap- 
peared, that God ſingled them out in 
ſpectal, for the foul profanation of this 
moſt holy worſhip. The praQical 
Concluſion hence is, 
That common fins have common 
puniſhments, Wand 
When the ulcer is ſpread over the 
| ' whole 
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Whole body, a medicine is applied 
but to one part 3 Where God comes 
ro-cure, he fits his medicine-to the 
diſeaſe 3 and where he comes to kill, 
his conſuming wrath runs as- far as 
doth the overflowing of inicuity in 
that place, wherewith he hath: to 
deal. If he be to puniſh a whole 
world, after he hath provided for the 
ſafety of rhe Church, all the reſt pe- 
riſh to the laſt man : If he be to de- 
ſiroy a Sodom, where there is not one 
righteous, they ſhall dye, This may 
reach us a twofold leflon : 

1. That if we will eſcape com- 
mon plagues, we muſt learn to live 
free from common ſins, Tet vs not 
partake with others in their fins, leſt 
we alſo ſhare with them in their pu- 


niſhments : Flee out of the midft of 


Babel, and deliver every man his ſoul, 
be not deſtrozed in her ;uiqmity, ſaith the 
Prophet, (Fer. 51.45.) unto the jews 
_ reſiding at Babylon, in Chaldea, Go-out 
of her my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her ſins, and that ye receive not of her 


plagues, 
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| Plagnes, ſaith the voice from heaven 
| wuntothe godly abiding ity the myſti- 
cal Romiſh Babylon, Let us nov fol- 
low this admonition, and withdraw 
our ſelves from amongſt all ungodly 
perſons in the world, not 1n place, 
for then we muſt go ont of the world, 
ur our love ard practice of wick- 
ed doings, that in nothing we have 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works 
of darkneſs. How ſhall we do this, 
{ will you ſay? The beſt way we can 
follow is this: Learn to mourn for 
common fins, and ſo thou ſhalt be 
ſure to live free from them : Put on 
that holy affeAton which was in Da- 
wid, let thine ejes run with rivers of 
water, becauſe men forſake Gods law. 
P[. 119.135. Make not thy ſelf 
{port With other mens fins, but when 
thou lookeſt on them, ler rhine eye 
break thine heart with godly ſorrow 
for the 1rrelioious contempt of Gods 
worſhip, the pride, exceſs, oppreſling, 
ſwearing, drunkenneſs, that fills every 
corner of the land. If there be any 
| rue 


(190) 
true loye to.the Church and State 
wherein thou liveſt, if any pity of the 
ſouls of thy brethren, ler it grieve thy 
ſoul to ſee men run madly 1nto de- 
fruRiong and weep in ſecret to ſee 
che meaſure of iniquity riſe up to the 
brim, to the halining of deliruRion 
upon Church and State, Be a mour- 
ner in 52x, and fo eſcape the punish= 
ments of ſinners , that when fear and 
confuſion takes hold of them, thou 
mayſt be marked out to ſafety, and 
deliverance. Ezek. 9. 4, 5, 6. Other 
means to provide fo: thy welfare in 
common calamiries there are none at 
all. As for ſuch, who will continue 
to be as bad as the wortt, and yer hope 
by fineneſs of wic and policy to ſpeed 
as well as the beſt, ler ſuch ſcornful 
men, and mockers of Gods counſel, 
read with atrention that excellent 
place, 1ſ. 28. & ſeqq. where they 
may ſee their vain confidence pulled 


down to the dult, in the examples of 


others, who have likewiſe truſted ro 
it, and been confounded, 
2, We 
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2, Welearn here what to judge of 
any Chrifiian Church. When once 
corruptions grow, and overſpread it, 
if God begin once to take in hand ſuch 
a Church, will it be, think you, ſome 
light touch ; and eaſe afflition ? Nay, 


flagellums inundaus, an overflowing 
ſcourge 1s then to be expected, a 
ſcourge which shall go through eve- 
ry quarter of the Church, to whip 
out from it them, who have polluted, 
and defiled, it by their abomina- 
nations in every place, Theſe Co. 
Tinthians were but a poor handful of 
people, newly drawn out of Genti- 


| liſme in one no very great City ; yer 


fee how $harply the Lord deals with 


them for this one abuſe of the Sacra- 
| ment! Many of thoſe, who in all 
were but a feiv, are ſeverely punished 


\ forit, What then, and how ſore 


will be the. judgment of thoſe Chur- 
ches, which have flourished in large- 
neſs of extent, abundance of peace, 
olorious light and liberty of the Goſ- 
pel fo long, wherein yer the fruir 

| ©, 
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bf obedience, worthy ſo unſpeakable 
| mnercies, are not to be found > Judg- 
ment 18 already begun at the houſe of 
God, and we cannot but With bleed. 
Ing hearcs bewail the woful deſolart- 
ons come upon the ſame, and utter 
Tuine threatned unto all foreien 
Churches. 

Bur, to conclude, I come to the 
laſt words : 


Many are ſick,and weak, and many ſeep. l 


Here's the punishment in the three 


degrees of it. 

1. Weakneſs , viz. the firſt, lan- 
ouishing of che body, and 5 linarion 
unto diſeaſes. 2. Theſecond, Sick- 
reſles, when diſeaſes had fully ſeized 
upon the body. And the 39, Death, 


which is the laſt, and the complemens 


of both the former. 


Now of the two firſt deo orees, which | 


were the leſſer evils, the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that mw\et, multi, many were 


affliged with them :* , but of the _— 
7:5 
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the greater evil, namely Death, he 
alters the word, and ſaith, ixgyoi xot « 
uihvla, ſatis multi, not a few were 
dead, though not ſo many, as weak, 
and /iþ., | 
From this diverſity in the puniſh 
ments; obſerve we in! the laſt place, 
Thar God in puniſhing man for fin, 
e || ſuirs his puniſhments difterently , 
according to the quality of the of- 
fence, and party offending. 


* { ' Some fins are of a deeper ſtain than 


. | others, the removal of which proves a 
ee || task of more than ordinary difficulty : 
| | ſomeare like unto humors ſerrled in 


n- | the body, which require fironger po-. 


on |, tions to .gurge them our :;_orhers be 
4. | 38 1nfirmities newly fallen upon the 
«4 | body, which are cured by medicines 
h, | of weaker ingredients, 

nr | Let us' therefore ptay fervently, 
that the Lord would now ſay to his 
| deſtroying Angel, /t is now ſufficient, 
hold wow thy hand; that he would 
make tears to ceaſe unto the ends of 


the catth ; that he 4 olve peace 
| Oo. 


Nations that know bim 40t , . nOC Ca | 
pon thy Name : but upon-us for-ever 
may his Goſpel flouriſh, upon-us Ut 


(194 ) 
to thoſe of his people, who want it ; 
that he will continue peace unto us 
who enjoy it ; that the cup of his fu 
rious indignation, whereof ſo man 
parts of the world have been made to 
drink, may not paſs over unto' us, but 
that the dregs thereof, if any remain, 
may rather be poured our. upon the 


his peace., and proteQion:to! the 
worlds end. Amen, O Lord, for thy 
Son Chriſt's ſake, 10 l 


— i. Al. 
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to thoſe of his people, who want it x 
that he will continue peace unto us, 
who enjoy 1t ; that the cup of his fu- 
rious indignation, | whereof ſo many 
parts of the world have been made to 
drink, may not paſs over unto' us, but 
thar the dregs thereof, if any remain, 
may rather be poured out. upon the 
Nations that kyow bim not , nor cally 
pon thy Name : but upon-us forever 
' May his Goſpel flouriſh, upon-usHe 
his peace., and proteQiion:to! the 


worlds end. Amen, O Lord, for thy 
Son Chriſt's ſake, TT 
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